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serving Jesus Christ through the joys and sorrows of our wider community.
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The God who makes sure that we are fed

This week, | came across the famous story of Rabia al-Adawiyya, an eighth-century Sufi mystic. She was once seen
running through the streets carrying a torch in one hand and a bucket of water in the other. When asked what she was
doing, she replied that she wanted to burn down Paradise and put out the fires of Hell, so that people might love God
neither for reward nor from fear of punishment, but simply for the love of God.

It is a startling image. It made me wonder how often our relationship with God becomes transactional. We try to be
good so that God will bless us. We pray because we are frightened of what might happen if we do not. Without realising
it, we can begin to imagine God as a divine accountant, carefully recording our virtues and failures.

There is, of course, a place for judgment and responsibility in our faith. But this Sunday’s readings begin somewhere
deeper. Before God judges, God gives. Before we have earned anything, God has already prepared a table.

“Come, all you who are thirsty,” Isaiah says. “Come, buy and eat... without money and without cost.” Saint Paul assures
us that nothing in all creation can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Then, in the Gospel, this love
becomes visible and tangible. Jesus sees the hungry crowd and does not send them away. He takes what little is
available, blesses it, breaks it and gives it. Everyone eats, and there is still more left over.

When | was a child, my grandfather would sometimes take me to a large church famous for its feast of Saint Sebastian.
Going out for food was rare, and these feast days were among the few occasions when it happened. | went along
thinking only of eating out. While he knelt and prayed for us all, | waited patiently, eyeing the shops where | wanted to
eat. My hunger and excitement made my grandfather's prayer feel as if it would never end. My grandfather did not have
much money. At the small hotel near the church, he would order one cup of coffee and ask them to divide it between
two glasses. He would choose one dish from the menu and request an extra plate. Then he would carefully divide the
food, saying that he only wanted half. | would quickly finish my portion. Somehow, my grandfather always seemed to
notice. Without making a fuss, he would begin moving what remained on his plate towards mine. He pretended that he
was no longer hungry, and | was happy to believe him.

Only much later did | understand what was happening. His "half" had always been meant for me. He never announced it
as a sacrifice. He simply said he only wanted half, and let that small, invented arithmetic carry all the weight, so that |
never once felt | owed him anything. | only felt fed.

Perhaps this is one way of understanding the heart of God. God does not make us feel the cost of the gift. God simply
makes sure that we are fed. In Jesus, God takes the little we bring, blesses it, breaks it and gives it back in abundance.
The crowd on that hillside had not even asked to be fed, they had come for something else entirely, and yet they went
home with baskets to spare, more than they arrived with. That is the shape of grace: never measured out to match what
we deserve, always more than the moment requires.
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MASS TIMES

REGULAR MASSES
St Mary’s
Saturday 5pm

Sunday 8:30am
(live-streamed from St Mary’s on
YouTube or the website)

THIS WEEKEND

Yangan
Saturday 6pm

Inglewood
Sunday 9am

Greymare
Sunday 10am

Weekday Masses - St Mary’s
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, Sat - 9am

Wed- 7am

Regular Mass Times could change if
there are any special celebrations for
the week, please see inside the
Bulletin for any updates.

Oaks:
1st Thursday 10.30am

Akooramak:
2nd Wednesday 10.45am

NEXT WEEKEND
Killarney
Sunday 8am

Reconciliation
Saturday Mornings

9:30am after Mass

Cuppa & Bikkies after
8.30am Mass at
Assisl Place.
Second Sund
of the Month
are Shared
Morning Tea.
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THIS WEEKEND NEXT WEEKEND
MASS ROSTERS
1° and 2" August 8™ and 9™ August
- Vigil 5pm 8:30am
Ministries Vigil 5pm 8:30am g. P .
Family Mass Family Mass
. Chris Barry .
Bell Ringers Ryan Scanlan Chris Ryan Barry Scanlan
Welcomers Tim & Megan Pat Family Mass Family Mass
Kajewski Sheil (Sharon Young) (Sharon Young)
Josh Malone, . .
Altar Servers Tom Carey, Aoi Erin Polly Marnie
Roche Young Roche
Gaspa
Children'’s David & Margaret Family Mass
Liturgy Plummer (Sharon Young)
Gill Pat Family Mass Family Mass
1st Reader Totman Sheil (Sharon Young) (Sharon Young)
Margaret Paul Family Mass Family Mass
2nd Reader Walsh McHardy (Sharon Young) (Sharon Young)
Prayers of the Andrea Emma Family Mass Family Mass
Faithful Cuoopen Timmins (Sharon Young) (Sharon Young)
Gifts Brenden & Des & Cheryl Family Mass Family Mass
Silvana Malone Cantwell (Sharon Young) (Sharon Young)

. Mary Noble Barry Scanlan Marguerite Walsh Pat Sheil
Communion L
Minist Lyn Noble John Telfer Mary Bourke Emma Timmins

Inisters Dianne Dawes Maree Ryan Pauline Stewart Jonathan Cruda
. Rose Tom Alb Filipino
PowerPoint y P .
Walsh Madsen Young Community
P Men’s Choir ; ; Fil-Harmonix
Musician Kathleen Michael, Rey & Val | Michael, Rey & Val Kathleen

Morning Tea

Brian & Mary Bourke

St Vincent's Conf

(M Lawton)
Mone
y Group 2 - John Walsh Group 3 - Paul Maher
Counters
Week Commencing Week Commencing
OTHER ROSTERS 3 August 10 August
Akooramak Mick Gaffney & Carolyn Abood [Bernice Furness & Michael Dwan
Home

Communion

Patti Hemmings & Len Doyle

Fr Franco

If unable to perform your roster duty please arrange to swap with another person
on the roster. The office does not need to be informed of the swap.

Recently Deceased: Arthur Jacobsen.

Anniversaries: George & Margaret Church, Celine Stephens, Doreen Macfarlane, Toby May, Shirley McConville,
Sheila Ryan, Helen Taylor, Anthony Paul Ryan, Brendan Holland, Kevin Booth, Bill Noble, Nora Noble, Fr Kevin
Noble, Dean Esch, & all relatives & friends.

SICK: Baby Jax Ezzy, Daniel, Arthur Jacobsen, Geraldine Parker (Tmba), Ella Kemp, David Russell, Kathryn
McConville, Brian Bourke, Dianne Wade, Ross Tulley, Betty Tulley, Lachlan Tulley, Peter Caridi, Ben Fischer,
Margaret Jermanus, Pete Carruthers, Carmel Whitfield (WA), Ford & Bruggy families, Susie Stevens, Robert and
Samira Cook, Cora Winter, Jessica Warren, Terry Parker, Elizabeth English (Toowoomba), Tanya Ketelaus, Bernard
Roche, Debbie Cleary, Michael Kavanagh, Paul Ryan (BNE), Rylan Lean, John & Lyndell O'Mara, John McMahon,
Joanne Small, Mary & Douglas Hough, Michael Bunch (Bne), Marie Beard, Barry Donnelly, Angela Gannon &
residents of Akooramak, The Oaks, Churches of Christ and patients at the Warwick Hospital.










