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Love Makes the Cost Worth It

Last Sunday, | watched the Odyssey interpreted by Christopher Nolan. One line from Odysseus stayed with me all
week: "The power of a sacrifice is in the cost of the one who makes it." It resonated with me so much it did linger in
most of my prayer times this week. As | prayed with those words, | found myself wanting to add something more. The
power of sacrifice is not simply in its cost, but in the love that makes the cost worthwhile. Cost alone does not make a
sacrifice beautiful. Love does. Parents know this instinctively. Friends who remain faithful through difficult times
know it. Christ on the Cross reveals it perfectly and we confess, “God so loved the world that he gave his only son”.

That thought led me into prayer, not so much about sacrifice itself, but about the people whose sacrifices have quietly
shaped my own life. Parents who put aside their own dreams, friends who stood by me in difficult seasons, mentors
who made room for me when | could not see a way forward. Looking back, | was not overwhelmed by the cost they
carried; | was overwhelmed by gratitude. Their sacrifices became the hidden foundation on which my life was built.
As | prayed with this Sunday's Gospel, | noticed something | had often overlooked. Jesus tells of two people who
discover something priceless: one stumbles upon a treasure hidden in a field, while the other has spent his life
searching for fine pearls. Their journeys are completely different, yet their response is exactly the same. Both joyfully
sell everything in order to possess what they have found.

What struck me was that Jesus does not dwell on what they gave up. Instead, He emphasises their joy. "In his joy he
goes and sells all that he has." The sacrifice is real, but it is no longer experienced as mere loss because the treasure
has captured the heart. Joy transforms sacrifice. When we know we have found something truly worth living for,
letting go of lesser things becomes not a burden but an act of freedom.

This also sheds light on Solomon's prayer in the first reading (1 Kings 3:5,7-12). When God invites him to ask for
anything, Solomon does not ask for wealth, power or a long life. He asks for a listening heart, a heart capable of
recognising what truly matters. Perhaps this is the first sacrifice every disciple must make: surrendering the illusion of
control and remaining open enough for God to surprise us. Whether we stumble upon grace unexpectedly or spend
years searching for it, a receptive heart can recognise the treasure when it appears.

Gratitude looks backwards and discovers the hidden sacrifices that have loved us into being. Joy looks forwards and
gives us the courage to make sacrifices of our own. Between gratitude and joy, sacrifice becomes more than
endurance; it becomes love in action. May we ask, with Solomon, for a listening heart, one that remains open to
God's unexpected gifts, grateful for those who have walked before us, and joyful enough to let go of whatever keeps
us from embracing the treasure of His Kingdom.
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MASS TIMES

REGULAR MASSES
St Mary’s
Saturday 5pm

Sunday 8:30am
(live-streamed from St Mary’s on
YouTube or the website)

THIS WEEKEND
Killarney
Sunday 8am

Weekday Masses - St Mary’s
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, Sat - 9am

Wed- 7am

Regular Mass Times could change if
there are any special celebrations for
the week, please see inside the
Bulletin for any updates.

Oaks:
1st Thursday 10.30am

Akooramak:
2nd Wednesday 10.45am

NEXT WEEKEND
Yangan
Saturday 6pm

Inglewood
Sunday 9am

Greymare
Sunday 10am

Reconciliation
Saturday Mornings
9:30am after Mass

Cuppa & Bikkies after
8.30am Mass at
Assisl Place.
Second Sund
of the Month
are Shared
Morning Tea.

Recently Deceased: Arthur Jacobsen, Mary Dwan.

MASS ROSTERS

THIS WEEKEND
25" and 26™ July

NEXT WEEKEND
1°' and 2" August

8:30am

Ministries Vigil 5pm Vigil 5pm 8:30am
gitop JAZZ MASS 8il >p
. Brian Michael Chris Bar
Bell Ringers . v
Collins Ryan Ryan Scanlan
Bar Tim & Megan Pat
Welcomers PPC Members Y < Viegi .
Scanlan Kajewski Sheil
Lachlan & Patrick Victoria Josh Malone, Tom Erin
Altar Servers . . .
Kajewski McHardy Carey, Aoi Gaspa Roche
Children’s Sally Hagley David & Margaret
Liturgy Gill Totman Plummer
Michael Jill Gill Pat
1st Reader . )
Sullivan Hume Totman Sheil
Margaret Michael Margaret Paul
2nd Reader
Plummer Ryan Walsh McHardy
Prayers of the Dianne John Andrea Emma
Faithful Dawes Telfer Cuoopen Timmins
Gifts Mary Rei Brenden & Silvana Des & Cheryl
Henningsen Infante Malone Cantwell
. Justin Walsh Paul Coghlan Mary Noble Barry Scanlan
Communion .
Minist Bernice Furness Paul Maher Lyn Noble John Telfer
Inisters Sharon Young Monica Maher Dianne Dawes Maree Ryan
PowerPoint Andrew Gemma Rose Tom
Curoopen King Walsh Madsen
- Tom Kathleen Men’s Choir Michael, Rey &
Musician Hodgson Cuskelly Kathleen Val

Morning Tea

Dave Carr, Ange Roche,
& Marian McGahan

Brian & Mary Bourke

Mone )
y Goup 1 - David Hynes Group 2 - John Walsh
Counters
Week Commencing Week Commencing
OTHER ROSTERS 27 July 3 August
Akooramak Mick Gaffney & Carolyn Abood Bernice Furness & Michael Dwan
Home

Communion

Dianne Dawes & Maree Ryan

Patti Hemmings & Len Doyle

If unable to perform your roster duty please arrange to swap with another person
on the roster. The office does not need to be informed of the swap.

Anniversaries: Doreen Macfarlane, Toby May, Shirley McConville, Sheila Ryan, Helen Taylor, Anthony Paul Ryan,
Brendan Holland, Kevin Booth, Bill Noble, Nora Noble, Fr Kevin Noble, Dean Esch, & all relatives & friends.

SICK: Baby Jax Ezzy, Daniel, Arthur Jacobsen, Geraldine Parker (Tmba), Ella Kemp, David Russell, Kathryn
McConville, Brian Bourke, Dianne Wade, Ross Tulley, Betty Tulley, Lachlan Tulley, Peter Caridi, Ben Fischer,
Margaret Jermanus, Pete Carruthers, Carmel Whitfield (WA), Ford & Bruggy families, Susie Stevens, Robert and
Samira Cook, Cora Winter, Jessica Warren, Terry Parker, Elizabeth English (Toowoomba), Tanya Ketelaus, Bernard
Roche, Debbie Cleary, Michael Kavanagh, Paul Ryan (BNE), Rylan Lean, John & Lyndell O'Mara, John McMahon,
Joanne Small, Mary & Douglas Hough, Michael Bunch (Bne), Marie Beard, Barry Donnelly, Angela Gannon &
residents of Akooramak, The Oaks, Churches of Christ and patients at the Warwick Hospital.










