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To live the Gospel by celebrating together, sustaining a welcoming parish and
serving Jesus Christ through the joys and sorrows of our wider community.
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Five Wonderfuls
Some years ago, | attended a retreat where we fasted for an entire day and structured our prayer around five prompts. They
called them the Five Wonderfuls. During this Lent, | would like to reflect on one of these each Sunday.

The First Wonderful: Life is Hard

As a man now in my early forties, | have come to terms with some harsh realities of life. | have seen the opportunities my
father did not have compared to his siblings. | lost my dad to cancer just when life was beginning to ease for him, when he
could have retired peacefully. On the eve of moving into their dream home after years of struggle, my mother suffered a stroke
and later Parkinson’s. | have endured struggles in my early priestly ministry, experienced abandonment, and had to rebuild my
life from the ground up.

| know that what | have endured is far less than what many others have suffered or are still suffering. Yet even so, grappling
with these truths, | sometimes find myself asking: Why can life not simply be full of roses and gentle blessings? | pray
occasionally that | would have my mum fully healed and come and stay with me for a few days in the parish. | still pray that
God might heal the cancer of a parishioner, or lift the heavy burdens carried by so many. And in all this monologue in my head,
| often wonder: What would | have done with these harsh realities without faith in Christ my Lord, who carried the cross and
died upon it for me? How would | have found resilience without the power of the Cross?

As we placed the cross on our foreheads on Ash Wednesday, | found myself both emotional and hopeful. Here is a community
not afraid of the hard truth of life. Here is a community that is not running away from the apparent crosses in life or handling
them through willpower, denial, medication or even therapy, but we publicly mark ourselves with the cross, declaring that
undergoing them is our salvation. It is a sign that, together with our Lord and Saviour who carries the Cross, we accept the
tragedies of life, even death itself, and learn to carry both ourselves and one another along the journey.

After the Resurrection, Jesus appeared to his disciples and showed them his wounds. | have always found this deeply moving.
He does not say, “Come and see what they did to me.” He simply says, “See my wounded hands... and side.” The risen Lord
accepts the wounds as part of his journey, and thus, it is healed. This is surrender, healing and freedom. Yes, life is tragic. It is
hard. There are good days and bad days. There is sickness, aging, betrayal, deliberate cruelty, and death. There is tragedy built
into existence, and there is malevolence born of human freedom. Nihilism does not help, believing that nothing has meaning.
Nor does a rigid, self-willed attempt to control everything. In Christ, we see something entirely different: God so loved the
world that He entered fully into human misery. He did not stand at a distance. He embraced suffering, sin, and death. Through
radical surrender to the Father, empowered by the Holy Spirit, Jesus shows us that wounds can become sacred wounds and
that death can open into life. We are saved by gazing upon the wounded One, and learning to love there our own
woundedness, and the woundedness of others (John 3:14; 12:32; 19:37).

The First Sunday of Lent brings us into the desert with Christ (Mt 4: 1-11), where hunger, weakness, and temptation are not
avoided but faced. In that wilderness, we learn that life is hard; yet when it is lived in trust and obedience to the Father, even
the desert of suffferings becomes the place where identity is clarified, and strength is forged. No suffering can diminish or
erase this indelible truth: we are children of God, and in Him we are more than conquerors (Rom 8:16-17, 37).
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MASS TIMES

THIS WEEKEND

St Mary’s

Saturday 6pm

Sunday 8:30am

(live-streamed from St Mary’s on
YouTube or the website)

Killarney
Sunday 8.00am

Weekday Masses
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, Sat - 9am
Wed- 7am

Regular Mass Times could change if
there are any special celebrations for

the week, please see inside the Bulletin

for any updates.

NEXT WEEKEND (28" & 1°")
Inglewood
Sunday 9.00am

Greymare
Sunday 10.00am

MASS THIS WEEKEND NEXT WEEKEND
ROSTERS 21 & 22" February 28" Feb & 1%t March
Ministries Vigil 6pm 8:30am Vigil 6pm 8:30am
. . Barry Chris .
Bell Ringers Chris Ryan Scanlan Ryan Marty Harris
Family Mass .
Welcomers Val Gray Pauline Stewart PPC Members

(Sharon Young)

Lachlan & Patrick

Rei Infante/ Albert

Josh Malone, Tom

Yangan
Saturday 6.00pm

Oaks: 1st Thursday 10.30am
Akooramak: 2nd Wednesday
10.45am

Reconciliation
Saturday Mornings 9:30am
after Mass

Feast Days
Stations of the Cross 5.30pm
Friday

CUPPA AND BIKKIES AFTER
8.30 MASS AT ASSISSI PLACE
MEETING ROOMS. SECOND SUNDAYS

OF THE MONTH ARE SHARED )
MORNING TEA. D

[ ooy e

Altar S . A . Victoria McHard
ar servers Kajewski Young Carey, Aoi Gaspa ictoria Mchardy
Children’s Jenny McCray David & Margaret
Liturgy Sally Hagley Plummer
1st Reader Family Mass Margaret Lawton | Marguerite Walsh Paul McHard
(Sharon Young) 9 9 y
2nd Reader Family Mass Marg Trahair Gill Totman Sally Hagle
(Sharon Young) g y hagiey
Prayers of Family Mass
the Faithful (Sharon Young) Mary Ramos Margaret Plummer [ Mary-Jane Cook
Gifts Family Mass Jonathan & Brenden & Silvana Rei Infante
(Sharon Young) Glendie Cruda Malone
Communion Ma.ry Bourke John Telfgr Chgryl Collins Michael Gaffney
. Pauline Stewart Sue Harris Bernice Furness Mary Ruge
Ministers Brian Collins Marty Harris Dianne Dawes Jill Hume
. . Lachl d -
PowerPoint Polly Young Gemma King achian an Felicity Madsen

Patrick Kajewski

Michael, Rey and

Kathleen/Men’s Michael, Rey and

Musician Val Tom Hodgson Choir Val
Money o
Group 3- Paul Maher Group 4- Chris O'Brien
Counters
OTHER Week Commencing Week Commencing
ROSTERS 23" February 2" March
Akooramak Bernice Furness and Michael Dwan Sue Harris and Marty Harris
Home

Communion

Fr Franco

Maria Ryan and Sue Harris

Morning Tea

Brian and Mary Bourke

Margaret Waltisbuhl/ Val Murphy

If unable to perform your roster duty please arrange to swap with another
person on the roster. The office does not need to be informed of the swap.

Recently Deceased: Steve Stevens (Nerang), Leslie Cockerell, Karen Hynes, Ron Krause, Michael Hughes

and Peter Kelly

Anniversaries: Terence O'Mara, Mary O’'Mara, Olive O'Mara, Olive Wright, Syd Wright, Tom Dwan, Catherine
Roche, Millie Browne and all relatives and friends.

SICK: Betty McConville, Kevin McConville (Capella), Peter Caridi, Bernie O’'Donohoe, Ben Fischer, Margaret
Jermanus, Pete Carruthers, Carmel Whitfield (WA), Ford & Bruggy families, Majella Wilson (Roche), Susie
Stevens, Robert and Samira Cook, Cora Winter, Jessica Warren, Terry Parker, Elizabeth English (Toowoomba),
Tanya Ketelaus, Bernard Roche, Debbie Cleary, Michael Kavanagh, Paul Ryan (BNE), Rylan Lean, John &
Lyndell O'Mara, John McMahon, Maurice Ryan, Joanne Small, Mary & Douglas Hough, Michael Bunch (Bne),
Marie Beard, Barry Donnelly, Angela Gannon and residents of Akooramak, The Oaks, Churches of Christ and

patients at the Warwick Hospital.




St. Mary of the Assumption, Warwick
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CENTENARY
CELEBRATIONS

PLAN GIVING

Please contact the office if you would like to set up a direct payment via Fat Zebra. L
This new application is managed in our office to take your plan giving direct from your account or credit card.

Alternately, you can set it up by scanning the QR Code.

Website: Go to the Website https://www.catholicparish.app/donate?id=0010I0000034HjilAE click the Donate

page, then select Click here to donate box. Thank you for the continued financial support of our parish through

your giving.

We welcome into our community through the
sacrament of Baptism

e
ELLA KATHRYN JOY FOWLER (DAUGHTER OF
MARK AND LETICIA)

JACK NICHOLAS JORDYN HOGDEN (SON OF

fg LETICIA)
=EEdy=

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL VOLUNTEERS

We thank all our volunteers for your continued time and
effort. To ensure you are recieving all notices and
information we require up to date contact information. If

LENTEN GROUPS

COMMENCING FROM WEDNESDAY THE 18™
Maria Ryan- Thursday after mass @ Assumption Place

Young Adults- Wednesday Night 6.30pm @ Assumption place

Marg Walsh- Tuesday 6.30pm @ 4 Little Warner St, Rosenthal
Heights

Bernice Furness- Thursday 1.30pm @ Assumption Place
This year’s lenten program, Compassio is avaliable in
the office from $12. If you are wishing to start a lenten

group please notify the office.

you are a new volunteer this year or you believe you need

to update your details please take a volunteer form from

the stands near the church entances and return it to the
office. Thank you

Please send email inquiries to
warwickparish@twb.catholic.edu.au. We no longer respond to
warwick@ctwb.org.au. Bulletin subscription emails come from

enquiries@stmarysparishwarwick.org.au. Please check junk
email for this subscription. Thank you.

CLEANING OF PARAPETS

Please note that over the next few days the parapets
of the church are being cleaned. Please be cautious
and respectful of the machinery around the church

b,

All girls who may be interested in making their debut
to attend the

Open Afternoons
At St Mary’s
Kindergarten

INFORMATION EVENING

oooooooooo

Come and Play
Open Afternoons

29 April 2026 - 3.00pm to 4.15pm
24 June 2026 - 3.00pm to 4.15pm
19 August 2026 - 3.00pm to 4.15pm
14 October 2026 - 3.00pm to 4.15pm

\ \
\/}/
Parent Information

Evening

18 November 2026
6.00pm - 7.30pm

Next door to St Mary’s Parish office

pm Sunday
1st March 2026

Contact us

" 0431187925
0488 665 525 | SMWkindy@tck

stine Smith | Rosa Hard:
04 2861 9562 041777 7921 041761 7677

gy, CHURCHES
' OF ITALY with Fr. Franco

G
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Centenary Pilgrimage to Italy — A few more seats avaliable
As part of our Centenary celebrations, Magi Pilgrimages has
offered us the opportunity to join a pilgrimage to Italy from
8-21 June 2026. We have booked as a parish group. We will

join with pilgrims from other parts of Australia. Parishioners

who are interested are kindly asked to inform the parish
office as soon as possible. There a few more spots avaliable.

CENTENARY CALENDARS 7

Our 100th year Celebration will be
taking place this year on March the
15th. We have a calendar for sale
that portrays our beautiful church
through all its years. We only have a
few left. Grab a copy now before we
sell out.

A3-$20

Elc.l)ﬁgARISTICIS to be held in Sydney, will bring profound joy to

svDNEv AUSTRALIA
THI

HOLY HOUR

The International Eucharist Congress 2028 which

Y

THE 54™ INTERNATIONAL

the whole church of Australia. Holy Father Leo XIV
will be in attendance. In preparation for this event members of

the Catholic Church throughout Australia are invited to enter a
time of personal and communal reflection by focusing on the
Congress theme “This is my body, given for you.”

2026 has been labelled the year of prayer in preparation for the
congress. On the 1°* of March, the second Sunday of Lent, we are
asked to participate in Holy Hour after Mass. After having heard
of Christ’s transfiguration, we are invited to be united in prayer
asking the Lord to transform our hearts through the Eucharist,
that his will may be done in our lives and the life of the Church.
Find more information on the Eucharistic Congress at
eucharist28.org




First Sunday in Lent Centenary Project

Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7 A - g We have decided on a

First Reading _
Creation of our first parents, and sin. AR\  centenary project. The front

Responsorial Psalm Ps 50:3-6, 12-14, 17 7
R. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. G

Second Reading Romans 5:12-19
Where sin increased, there grace abounded all the
more.

eastern window needs
restoration. The restoration
has been designated as the

Project.

5 suma| jsmize ssymoy

We are calling for donations to assist us in funding

this project. The previous restoration appeal was
Gospel Acclamation Matthew 4:4

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
No one lives on bread alone,

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

Matthew 4:1-11

successful. We hope for a similar response for this
project.
Please see pamphlet at the Church entrances.

ST MARY'S Please express interest in

CENTENARYcoming to our Centenary using
] EI QR code below. All are welcome.

Gospel
Jesus fasted for forty days and nights.

YOUNG STATIONS OF THE CROSS We ask those planning to attend
ADULTS if they could please bring a
DONATIONS

Every Friday during Lent at
5.30pm

) .

* sweet such as a cake or slice. If

Our young adults .
you are able to bring a sweet

please let the office know. Thank

o 2

LENTEN PROGRAM 2026

St Mar
Yeung Rd

very greatful. Please| " o ianary Celebration Wednesdays 6.38pm @ Assumptlon Place
let the office know if] i/ St Mary’s Church

'}‘\" Come along for fun, friendship and thoughtful
reflections on faith and life.

group meets every

Wednesday. We Stations of the Cross allows reflection of the

would greatly
appreciate any
dinner donations.

specific events from the condemnation to the
entombment of Jesus. All are welcome to

come along
If you are avaliable

to supply adinner to
feed 10-15 people
such as a casserole

M\-‘

Important dates this year

or stew, we would belE

15 March 2026

you can provide a

dinner on A Dinner is provided.
Wednesday. g < /,\\ Fr Bony 0423240852 or contact the St Mary’s
fal office on 07 46611033

CHILD SAFE PARISH: Ours is a Child Safe Parish
All children, young persons and vulnerable adults, visiting or resident, have a right to feel safe and be
safe. If you are concerned by any form of abuse that is immediate, you should call 000. A significant
risk or harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable ground, should immediately be
raised with our Parish Safeguarding Officers. Toni Cox 0419 613 278

Submission Deadline
Bulletin submissions must be submitted prior to midday
Thursday to make the Bulletin. Please submit articles to
warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au

The Parish Rosary is
said each day a half hour

FIL-
HARMONIX

PARISH PASTORAL
COUNCIL
meets on the 1st
Tuesday of the

Parish Groups Meeting AT ASSUMPTION PLACE
Young Adults: meets on Wednesday 6.30pm (not during school

prior to Mass. Except the

Choir practice

month. holidays). Contact Fr Bony 0423 240 852

1st Saturday of the
month when it starts at

7.45am. Anyone who has Father's P G ¢ Tuesd ; 4.00 50
. . . - meets on the 4th ather’'s Prayer Group meets on Tuesdays from 4.00pm-5.0pm.
intentions or wish to join Wednesday of the |Contact Kev Seaby— 4661 3133

us are most welcome.
month LAY CARMELITES meet on 3rd Tuesday of each month at 10.00am.

1st Sunday &
2nd Saturday
of each month.

Meditation Group meets on Fridays at 9am. Contact Mary 4661
PARISH FINANCE (9907

COUNCIL

Contact Maria 0427 644 108

Men Alive Group meets on Thursdays at 4.00pm-5.00pm. Contact:
Paul 0412 115 618

Mother’s Prayers Groups meet on Thursdays at 9.30am after Mass
in the church Maria 0427 644 108

CHURCH

CHOIR Church Opening
Choir practice Times for
4th Saturday of| Private Prayer
each month at Tuesday and
9.45am in the Thursday

Church. 3.45pm - 4.45pm

Passionist Family
Groups
If you are interested
in joining our groups
please contact
Marguerite 0411 092
841

Parish Ladies Group meets on 1st Tuesday of each month at
9.30am. New members are warmly invited to join this group.
Contact Bernice 4661 1107

Sychar Rural Library Service is available during Morning Tea on
Sundays.




