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Questions: upward and onward

One of my favourite topics in seminary formation was philosophy, especially epistemology, the philosophy of
knowledge. There was a section on “knowing and questioning,” and till then | almost believed that questions
are asked because one is dumb or inadequate. But that whole class changed the way | look at questions. |
learned that a genuine question is not a sign of stupidity; it is a sign of life. Every real question holds
together what we already know and what we have not yet understood. A question presupposes some
knowledge (otherwise we wouldn’t know what to ask), but it also reveals our honest ignorance, our
openness, our readiness to grow.

The art of asking questions is a sign that we are still moving forward. When we stop questioning, we start
drifting. But when we dare to ask deep questions about meaning, life, and purpose, it is often because
something in us has already awakened to gratitude and humility. Gratitude says: “l did not create myself; my
life is a gift.” Humility says: “I am limited, yet my heart longs for more than this world can give.”

When we become honest about our own limits and yet notice the limitless desires within us, we touch that
strange tension of being finite creatures with infinite cravings. Out of that tension, a humble soul begins to
search. We start to interpret the “signs” around us, to follow the “stars” that appear in our lives,
conversations, questions, Scriptures, moments of restlessness and to let them lead us where they will.

The Magi in the Christmas story represent this deepest potential in us: the capacity to seek. Their whole
journey is built on two movements: they ask questions, and they interpret signs. They are willing to move,
to leave what is familiar, to cross distance and discomfort because a question has taken hold of them:
“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?” Their curiosity is not shallow nosiness; it is the
humility of people who know that they do not yet have the whole truth, and so they keep walking.

Notice also how open they are to being surprised. They expect a palace and find a poor house. They expect
a throne and find a Child. Yet when they finally arrive, they do not argue, complain, or turn away. The
Gospel simply says: “They fell down and worshipped him.” Their knees bend in front of a baby, because they
recognise in this Child the answer to their deepest questions. At the feet of this compelling Truth made
flesh, we also discover what our hearts have been searching for all along. In Christ we find: a King (gold)
who can truly lead us,a Priest (frankincense) who can truly sanctify us and bring us to the Father, and the
One who takes our suffering, sin, and mortality into his own body (myrrh), so that even our wounds can
become places of grace.

Once the Magi have worshipped the true King, something in their journey changes: “They returned to their
own country by another road.” When we finally bend the knee before the One who is worthy of our worship,
our way forward also changes. We no longer need to serve “weak” forms of leadership that hide behind
power, or to search out of fear, like Herod, rather than genuine desire for truth. A new road opens one,
marked by trust, courage, and the quiet joy of those who have found what they were looking for.

As we step into 2026, may we not be afraid of questions. May we be humble enough to ask them, grateful
enough to listen, and courageous enough to follow where they lead. Upward and Onward.

Happy New Year everyone! Fr.B
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MASS TIMES

THIS WEEKEND

St Mary’s

Saturday 6pm

Sunday 8:30am

(live-streamed from St Mary’s on
YouTube or the website)

Inglewood
Sunday 9.00am

Greymare
Sunday 10.00am

Yangan
Saturday 6.00pm

Weekday Masses
Thu, Fri, Sat - 9am
(No Mon, Tue, Wed mass this

week due to Priest retreat)
Regular Mass Times could change if
there are any special celebrations for
the week, please see inside the Bulletin
for any updates.

NEXT WEEKEND
Killarney
Sunday 8.00am

Oaks: 1st Thursday 10.30am
Akooramak: 2nd Wednesday
10.45am

Reconciliation

Saturday Mornings 9:30am
after Mass

Holy Mass Assumption College
Thursday 8:00AM

CUPPA AND BIKKIES AFTER

8.30 MASS AT ASSUMPTION PLACE
MEETING ROOMS. SECOND )
SUNDAYS OF THE MONTH ARE
SHARED MORNING TEA.

eyt

MASS THIS WEEKEND NEXT WEEKEND
ROSTERS 3" & 4" January 10*" & 11*" January
Ministries Vigil 6pm 8:30am Vigil 6pm 8:30am
. . . . Brian Michael
Bell Ringers Brian Collins Michael Ryan Collins Ryan
Justin & . .
Welcomers Marguerite Walsh Barry Scanlan Prince Family Val Gray
Altar Alana & Anaya . . Lachlan & Patrick Rei Infante/ Albert
) Zuriel Obi . .
Servers Prince Kajewski Young
hildren’ . .
C‘ dren’s School Holidays School Holidays
Liturgy
1st Reader Tim Kajewski John Telfer Justin Walsh Michael Ryan
2nd Reader Nick Nolan Emma Timmins Dianne Dawes Margaret Lawton
Prayers of Bryan Slatter Pat Sheil Pauline Stewart Marg Trahair
the Faithful | y g
Gifts Mary Henningsen Rei Infante Tim & Megan Kajewski Des & Cheryl
Cantwell
. Pauline Stewart Paul Maher Lyn Noble Pat Sheil
;ﬁm::::‘s'on Brian Collins Monica Maher Marguerite Walsh John Telfer
Cheryl Collins Barry Scanlan Mary Noble Emma Timmins
Power Point | Andrew Curoopen Tom Madsen Rose Walsh Gemma King

Musician Kathleen/ Men’s Michael, Rey & Val| Kathleen Cuskelly Michael, Rey &
Choir Val
Money Group 2- Gerry Morrise Group 3- Paul Maher
Counters P y y P
OTHER WEEK COMMENCING Week Commencing
ROSTERS 5" January 12" January
Akooramak Mick Gaffney & Carolyn Abood Bernice Furness & Michael Dwan
Home

Communion

Maree Ryan & Sue Harris

Dianne Dawes & Maria Ryan

Morning
Tea

Rita Seed/ Maureen Henry

Lesley Grayson/ Maureen Greene

If unable to perform your roster duty please arrange

The office does not need to be informed of the swap.

o swap with another person on the roster.

Anniversaries: Keith Locke, Kingsley Locke, Lauraine Bourke, Raymund Cleary, Mary & Ned O’'Mara, Terence
O’Mara, James & Eileen Ryan, Beverley Brown, John Connolly, Damien Connolly, Gerard Connolly, Adam, Marty
& Jimmy Ford, Thomas, Pearl and John Hemmings, William & Bridget Mahony, Thomas Mahony, Jamirah Anika
Marilag, Sterling Jake Esch and all relatives and friends.

SICK: Peter Caridi, Bernie O'Donohue, Ben Fischer, Margaret Jermanus, Ron Krause, Fr. Hal Ranger, Pete
Carruthers, Carmel Whitfield (WA), Ford & Bruggy families, Majella Wilson (Roche), Ava St Henry (Gin Gin),
Susie Stevens, Robert and Samira Cook, Cora Winter, Jessica Warren, Terry Parker, Elizabeth English
(Toowoomba), Tanya Ketelaus, Pat Donnelly, Bernard Roche, Debbie Cleary, Michael Kavanagh, Paul Ryan
(BNE), Rylan Lean, Kierstan Farrell, John & Lyndell O’'Mara, John McMahon, Maurice Ryan, Joanne Small, Mary
& Douglas Hough, Karen Hynes, Michael Bunch (Bne), Marie Beard, Barry Donnelly, Angela Gannon, Anthony
White and residents of Akooramak, The Oaks, Churches of Christ and patients at the Warwick Hospital.




St. Mary of the Assumption, Warwick
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CENTENARY
CELEBRATIONS

PLAN GIVING

Please contact the office if you would like to set up a direct payment via Fat Zebra.

This new application is managed in our office to take your plan giving direct from your account or = o Dyl

credit card. Alternately, you can set it up by scanning the QR Code.

Website: Go to the Website https://www.catholicparish.app/donate?id=001010000034HjilAE click
the Donate page, then select Click here to donate box. Thank you for the continued financial

support of our parish through your giving.

NOTICE TO ALL READERS AND CHILDRENS
LITURGY VOLUNTEERS
Please subscribe to the bulletin through our
website to receive weekly Sunday readings
and the Children’s liturgy content.

Updates on Parish Projects
Old Church
Restoration work in the front have has now been
completed. It involved some repair work to the
timber ceiling and the joining of the two floors.
The render on the interior walls has been
restored, and the interior has been painted.

Lights have also been installed.

You are welcome to view the restoration every

Sunday after Mass at morning tea.

The Church Cross (Mission Cross).

Early last year, while | was away, the cross was

removed due wood rot and white ant damage.
The new cross was made by the Warwick Men’s
Shed and the corpus was powder coated.

It has been re-installed is now complete.

Priest Residence 160 Palmerin St

This is the new presbytery or priest’s house.
The keys have delivered and the building
officially handed over.

This project is also now completed.

We plan to have a walk through on two
weekends for people to have a look at the

building.

I

New Weekend Mass Rosters

January to March rosters have been
emailed out and are also available in
hard copy from the back of the
church. Thank you to all our
parishioners that help with the
ministries.

CENTENARY CALENDARS
Our 100th Celebration will be
taking place next year on March the
15th. We have a calendar for sale
that portrays our beautiful church
through all its years. | | |
Grab a copy before
we sell out.
A3-$20

Calling for Volunteers

We need several volunteers for Children’s
Liturgy in 2026. You will need to be Blue
card eligible, we are happy to organise for

volunteers to get a Bluecard. Please contact
the office if you are interested.

Every $10 ticket helps restore St Patrick’s Cathedral’s stained-glass

windows—and gives you the chance to win a $300K First Prize Pack,

including two luxury cars and $140K in gold bullion! Get your ticket
today at www.playforpurpose.com.au/catholic-diocese

\ &3
CLOSES 12 MARCH

BUY TICKETS




PASTORAL PARISH COUNCIL
Our Pastoral Council is seeking new members. The pastoral
council are responsible for developing a vision for our Parish
future. Recommendation forms are available at the church
doors. Please take one and reflect who you would like to

Responsorial Psalm Ps 71:1-2, 7-8, 10-13 ] recommend. Return completed forms to the office. Thank you.

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. ‘

) . o N MORNING TEA HAS
econd Reading Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6

The revelation means that pagans now share the @ RETURNED TO =

same inheritance, that they are parts of the same ASSISI PLACE %

body.

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 2:2
Alleluia, alleluia!
We have seen his star in the East;

The Epiphany of the Lord

First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6
The glory of the Lord shines upon you.

Priest’s Retreat
The Priests of the Parish will be on retreat

and have come to adore the Lord. from Sunday 4 of January to Friday the
Alleluia! 9 of January. There will be no mass on
Gospel Matthew 2:1-121  Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. There

We have come from the East to worship the king. will be mass on Thursday and Friday
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Submission Deadline CHILD SAFE PARISH: Ours is a Child Safe Parish
Bulletin submissions must be submitted prior to All children, young persons and vulnerable adults, visiting or resident, have a right to feel safe and be
midday Thursday to make the Bulletin. Please safe. If you are concerned by any form of abuse that is immediate, you should call 000. A significant
submit articles to risk or harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable ground, should immediately be
warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au raised with our Parish Safeguarding Officers. Toni Cox 0419 613 278
: ; PARISH PASTORAL |Parish Groups Meeting AT ASSUMPTION PLACE
The Parish Rosary is FIL COUNCIL P g

said each day a half hour

meets on the 1st | Youth Groug: Years 7-10: Faith Food Fellowship meets on Fridays

orior to Mass. Except the HAIRMONI.X Tuesday of the g En - 8pm (not during school holidays). Contact Fr Bony 0423 240
Choir practice month.
1st Saturday of the 1st Sunday & Young Adults t Wed d 6.30 (not duri hool
; : meets on Wednesday 6. m (not during schoo
monthwhen itstartsat | | \'c. 1 rday | PARISH FINANCE holidays). Contact Fr Bony 0423 240 852 &

COUNCIL L .
of each month.| | cets on the 4th gllg%%ltatlon Group meets on Fridays at 9am. Contact Mary 4661

Wednesday of the

month Father's Prayer Group meets on Tuesdays from 4.00pm-5.0pm.
Contact Kev Seaby— 4661 3133

LAY CARMELITES meet on 3rd Tuesday of each month at 10.00am.
CHURCH Contact Maria 0427 644 108

CHOIR Church Opening [Men Alive Group meets on Thursdays at 4.00pm-5.00pm. Contact:
Paul 0412 115 618

7.45am. Anyone who has
intentions or wish to join
us are most welcome.

Passionist Family
Groups

If vou are interested Choir practice Times for
myou ' 4th Saturday of| Private Prayer |Mother’s Prayers Grou?s meet on Thursdays at 9.30am after Mass
in joining our gro i i
Jpleasge chj)nfactupS each month at Tuesday and in the church Maria 0427 644 108
i Parish Ladies Group meets on 1st Tuesday of each month at
Marguerite 0411 092 9.45am in the Thursday 9.30am. New members are warmly invited to join this group.
Church. 3.45pm - 4.45pm |Contact Bernice 4661 1107

841
Sychar Rural Library Service is available during Morning Tea on
Sundays.




