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YOKE WITH CHRIST

This week I've been privileged to accompany 31 young people on a retreat. They have just finished Year 12 and are
about to step into university life. There is excitement in the room — energy, hope, big dreams. But when | catch up
with them, | also sense a quiet pressure they carry. It is like a background worry. As they leave the structure of school
life, the open and free world in front of them seems to demand that they prove themselves.

We discussed in our sessions how faith helps us face the world they are entering. They are stepping into a world that
moves fast and expects even faster results, a world that says change is rapid and hard to keep up with. If you can’t
keep up, if you can’t constantly reshape yourself, then you are told to quit. Many feel that their value lies in
achievement, productivity, visibility, and success. It is a world shaped by comparison, performance, and constant self-
presentation. Rest feels risky. Waiting feels like falling behind. Trust is often replaced by anxiety.

In this context of hustle culture, the words of Jesus in this Sunday’s Gospel (Matthew 5) invite us to live counter-
culturally: happy are the poor in spirit, happy are the gentle, happy are those who mourn (those not addicted to
constant entertainment), happy are those who hunger and thirst for what is right rather than what is profitable,
happy the pure in heart, happy the peacemakers...

In the first and second readings for this Sunday, through the prophet Zephaniah, God speaks of a people who are
humble and lowly, a remnant who seek refuge not in their own strength but in the name of the Lord. St Paul reminds
the Corinthians that God does not choose the way the world chooses: not the strong, not the impressive, not the
self-assured, but the weak, the foolish, the lowly. And on the mountain, Jesus looks at the crowd and says something
that still unsettles us: “Happy are the poor in spirit.”

| personally know a Dubai businessman whose net worth is around $1 billion (Mathew Holdings), who came from
very humble beginnings. His motto is the Bible verse Matthew 6:33: “Seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and everything else shall be added unto you.” My challenge to the young people on this retreat has
been to YOKE WITH CHRIST and DO LIFE WITH HIM. Place God at the highest level, and everything else will find its
proper place according to His purpose for their good. It is my personal testimony that when we allow the Holy Spirit
to be alive in us, especially in our weaknesses, those very insufficiencies become our strength. St Paul says, “My
grace is enough for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).

Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending
out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought, it
is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit (Jeremiah 17:7-8).
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MASS TIMES

THIS WEEKEND

St Mary’s

Saturday 6pm

Sunday 8:30am

(live-streamed from St Mary’s on
YouTube or the website)

Yangan
Saturday 6.00am

Greymare
Sunday 10.00am

Inglewood
Sunday 9.00am

Weekday Masses

Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, Sat - 9am
Wed- 7am

Regular Mass Times could change if
there are any special celebrations for
the week, please see inside the Bulletin
for any updates.

NEXT WEEKEND (7" & 8'")
Killarney
Sunday 8.30am

Oaks: 1st Thursday 10.30am
Akooramak: 2nd Wednesday
10.45am

Reconciliation
Saturday Mornings 9:30am
after Mass

Feast Days

Presentation of the Lord (Mon
2" Feb)

St Agatha (Thurs 5" Feb)

St Paul Miki & Companions (Fri
6'" Feb)

CUPPA AND BIKKIES AFTER

8.30 MASS AT ASSISSI PLACE

MEETING ROOMS. SECOND SUNDAYS

OF THE MONTH ARE SHARED )
MORNING TEA.

(oot

MASS

THIS WEEKEND

NEXT WEEKEND

ROSTERS 31" Jan & 1* Feb 7t & 8" February

Ministries Vigil 6pm 8:30am Vigil 6pm 8:30am

Bell Ringers Brian Collins Barry Scanlan Chris Ryan Barry Scanlan

Welcomers Tim & Megan Dave Carr Justin & Marguerite Pat Sheil
Kajewski Walsh

Altar Servers Josh Malone, Tom Victoria McHardy Polly Young & Zuriel Obi

Carey, Aoi Gaspa

Charlotte Lawler

Children’s David & Margaret Emma Timmins
Liturgy Plummer Anni McAllister
1st Reader Mick Dwan Pat Sheill Sharon Young Sue Harris
2nd Reader Silvana Malone Michael Gaffney Michael Sullivan Jill Hume
Prayers of Bernice Furness Mary Goyne Tim Kajewski Michael Ryan
the Faithful y oy ‘ y
Gifts Damien & Sharon McHardy Family Darcy & Bernice Marg Trahair
Young Furness
Communion Brian Collins Jill Hume Justin Walsh Monica Maher
Minist Cheryl Collins Tom Lawton Mary Noble Barry Scanlan
Inisters Pauline Stewart Paul Maher Lyn Noble Pat Sheil
PowerPoint Alby Young Felicity Madsen Andrew Stewart Gemma King
—_— ; Kathleen/ Men’s Fil-Harmonix/
Musician Kathleen Cuskelly | Michael, Rey & Val Choir Kathleen
Mon .
oney Group 6- Mark Brennan Group 1- David Hynes
Counters
OTHER Week Commencing Week Commencing
ROSTERS 2™ February 10" Febrauary
Akooramak Maree Ryan and Pat Sheil Nea McGinness
Home

Communion

Maria Ryan and Sue Harris

Dianne Dawes and Maree Ryan

Morning Tea

Val Gray/ Maree Ryan

St Vincent's Conf (M Lawton)

If unable to perform your roster duty please arrange to swap with another

person on the roster. The office does not need to be informed of the swap.

Recently Deceased: Billy Dwan, Lawrence Wilson, Mikey Keogh, Peter Kelly

Anniversaries: Tom Dwan, Catherine Roche, Millie Browne, Mick Brewer, Mary Brewer, Rita Collins, Elizabeth
Crothers, and all relatives and friends.

SICK: Betty McConville, Les Cockerell, Kevin McConville (Capella), Peter Caridi, Bernie O’'Donohue, Ben
Fischer, Margaret Jermanus, Ron Krause, Fr. Hal Ranger, Pete Carruthers, Carmel Whitfield (WA), Ford &
Bruggy families, Majella Wilson (Roche), Ava St Henry (Gin Gin), Susie Stevens, Robert and Samira Cook, Cora
Winter, Jessica Warren, Terry Parker, Elizabeth English (Toowoomba), Tanya Ketelaus, Pat Donnelly, Bernard
Roche, Debbie Cleary, Michael Kavanagh, Paul Ryan (BNE), Rylan Lean, Kierstan Farrell, John & Lyndell
O’Mara, John McMahon, Maurice Ryan, Joanne Small, Mary & Douglas Hough, Karen Hynes, Michael Bunch
(Bne), Marie Beard, Barry Donnelly, Angela Gannon, Anthony White and residents of Akooramak, The Oaks,
Churches of Christ and patients at the Warwick Hospital.




St. Mary of the Assumption, Warwick

CENTENARY
CELEBRATIONS

PLAN GIVING

SO

P

Please contact the office if you would like to set up a direct payment via Fat Zebra. L
This new application is managed in our office to take your plan giving direct from your account or credit card. j3

Alternately, you can set it up by scanning the QR Code.

Website: Go to the Website https://www.catholicparish.app/donate?id=001010000034HjilAE click the Donate

page, then select Click here to donate box. Thank you for the
your giving.

continued financial support of our parish through

February editions of The Word Among_Us

are avaliable in the office

2026 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM

The Catholic Parish of St Mary's, Warwick, will conduct
Sacramental Preparation in 2026 including First Reconciliation,
First Eucharist and Confirmation.

First Reconciliation - Term 1 Year 3 (usually 8 or 9yrs of age)
Confirmation - Term 2 Year 4 (usually 9 or 10yrs of age)
First Eucharist - Term 3 Year 4 (usually 9 or 10yrs of age).

If you wish to enrol your child/children in our 2026 Sacramental
Program please contact the Parish Office on 46611033 or email

LENTEN GROUPS
Maria Ryan- Thursday after mass

Young Adults- Wednesday Night 6.30pm

This year’s lenten program, Compassio is avaliable in
the office from $12. If you are wishing to start a lenten

group please notify the office.

warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au
Enrolments will close Friday, 13th February, 2026.

First Reconciliation Dates

Parent Information

Sessions Thursday 6pm 19.02.2026

Commitment Mass

(Family Mass) 21.02.2026 6pm or 22.02.2026 8.30am

Workshops Thursday 4pm 26.02, 05.03, 12.03, 19.03

First Reconciliation Thursday 6pm 26.03.2026

First Communion Dates

Parent Information

Sessions Thursday 6pm 06.08.2026

Young Adults

Our young Adults group will begin meeting up
on the 11" of February. We will meet every
Wednesday at 6.30pm. From Grade 10 to 30

years are most welcome to join. This group is for
any young adult who wants to meet on a regular
basis for fun games and activities and
conversations on faith, life and navigating who
we are and how we live. This first term we will
be doing our lenten program. Dinner is provided.

Please come along.

Commitment Mass

K 08.08.2026 6pm or 09.08.2026 8.30am
(Family Mass)

Workshops Thursday 4pm 13.08, 20.08, 27.08, 03.09

First Reconciliation 05.09.26 6pm or 06.09.26 8.30am

Confirmation Dates

YOUNG ADULTS DONATIONS

Our young adults group will begin to meet
up shortly. We would greatly appreciate
any donations of board games, snacks,

sweets or dinner. Please drop donations in

to the office. Thank you

Parent Information

Sessions Thursday 6pm 07.05.2026

Commitment Mass

K 09.05.2026 6pm or 10.05.2026 8.30am
(Family Mass)

Workshops Thursday 4pm 14.05, 21.05, 28.05, 04.06

First Reconciliation Friday 6pm 05.06.2026

CENTENARY CALENDARS

Our 100th year Celebration will be
taking place this year on March the
15th. We have a calendar for sale
that portrays our beautiful church
through all its years. We only have a
few left. Grab a copy now before we
sell out.

A3-520




Fourth Sunday in Ordinary time Centenary Project

First Reading Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13
In your midst | will leave a humble and a lowly
people.

We have also decided on a
centenary project. The front

eastern window needs

Responsorial Psalm Ps 145:7-10 restoration. The restoration
R. Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven has been designated as the
is theirs! Project.

Second Reading 1 Cor 1:26-31 We are calling for donations to assist us in
God has chosen what is weak by human reckoning. funding this project. The previous restoration
Gospel Acclamation Matthew 5:12] appeal was successful. We hope for a similar
Alleluia, alleluia! response for this project.

Rejoice and be glad;

. . Please see pamphlet at the Church entrances.
Your reward will be great in heaven.

3

Alleluia!
Gospel Matthew 5:1-12 S
Happy are the poor in sp/rlt. ? g
St Marys Church Centenary
&
|mP0rtaﬂt dates You might have noticed some
this year activity on the front steps in the past 1
two weeks.
Z 2 We are undertaking some
e N
MY 15 preparatory work for the centenary 2 DOWN
Centenary - March of the church. There are three 1.Saviour
Celebration 9026 different projects. 3.Jesus shares this food
./ .
N4 e The front steps needed repair. with people
Eas They are being covered with a ACROSS 4.Jesus’ disciple P____
. . 1.Ah feeli ’
non-slip substance which Appy 1eetlag 3-Jesus” Mother
¢ h h ¢ 2.Jesus carried this to be cruicified
s
Churches of 8-21 strengthen the concrete surface 6.Jesus turned it into wine at a
ltaly 1 June and cover the cracks. wedding
Pilgrimmage A 2026 e The rear doors of the church and 7.Where the angels live
./\. the rear steps are being painted.
] ‘ l e The three dark parapets will be
steam-cleaned during February.
Submission Deadline CHILD SAFE PARISH: Ours is a Child Safe Parish
Bulletin submissions must be submitted prior to All children, young persons and vulnerable adults, visiting or resident, have a right to feel safe and be
midday Thursday to make the Bulletin. Please safe. If you are concerned by any form of abuse that is immediate, you should call 000. A significant
submit articles to risk or harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable ground, should immediately be

warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au raised with our Parish Safeguarding Officers. Toni Cox 0419 613 278

The Parish Rosary is PARISH PASTORAL |Parish Groups Meeting AT ASSUMPTION PLACE

- COUNCIL . ,
said each day a half hour HARli\iILONIX meets on the 1st | Young Adults: meets on Wednesday 6.30pm (not during
prior to Mass. Except the Tuesday of the |SChool holidays). Contact Fr Bony 0423 240 852

1st Saturday of the Choir practice month.

month when it starts at 1st Sunday & PARISH FINANCE [4661 9907

2nd Saturday
7-45am. Anyone who has| o ooy | COUNGIL  IFather’s Prayer Group meets on Tuesdays from 4.00pm-

intentions or wish to join Wednesday of the |5-0pm. Contact Kev Seaby— 4661 3133

t wel .
us are most welcome month LAY CARMELITES meet on 3rd Tuesday of each month at
10.00am. Contact Maria 0427 644 108

Men Alive Group meets on Thursdays at 4.00pm-5.00pm.

Meditation Group meets on Fridays at 9am. Contact Mary

Passionist Family CHURCH ~ |Contact: Paul 0412 115 618
Groups CHOIR Church Opening i
p Choir practice Times for Mother’s Prayers Groups meet on Thursdays at 9.30am

If you are interested after Mass in the church Maria 0427 644 108
in joining our groups
please contact
Marguerite 0411 092

841

4th Saturday of| Private Prayer

each month at| Tuesday and |Parish Ladies Group meets on 1st Tuesday of each month

9.45am in the Thursday at 9.30am. New members are warmly invited to join this
Church. 3.45pm - 4.45pm [group. Contact Bernice 4661 1107

Sychar Rural Library Service is available during Morning
Tea on Sundays.




