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 Phone: 4661 1872
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warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au
St Marys Parish Warwick

Office Hours Tue-Fri 
8.30am-4pm
(for after hours messages, there
is an after hours box right side of
Office Door) 

Third Sunday in Ordinary TimeThird Sunday in Ordinary Time
24  and 25  Januaryth th

Last week, the Australian Parliament passed new criminal hate-speech legislation, marking a significant shift in how speech is
regulated in this country. The laws were introduced in response to rising concerns about antisemitism and extremist threats,
and they expand the role of criminal law in addressing speech that is deemed to incite hatred, intimidation, or fear. While the
intention is to protect vulnerable communities and prevent violence, the legislation has generated serious public debate,
including visible disagreement within the Liberal–National Coalition itself. I am not an expert in these matters, but as a priest
of the Australian Catholic Church, I would like to reflect on these matters with the help of the living Word of God, which
informs, instructs and enliven our hearts. 

I do not wish to read contemporary legislation into the Scripture readings of this Sunday, but rather to allow the Word of God
to speak into our present context and help us make sense of it. In the second reading from First Letter to the Corinthians
(1:10–13, 17), Paul is writing to a Church that is visibly divided. “Each of you says, ‘I belong to Paul,’ ‘I belong to Apollos,’ ‘I
belong to Cephas.’” What is fractured is not simply unity, but speech itself. Words that were meant to build communion have
become competitive. Language has turned tribal. Speech has become a way of asserting identity, status, and power. In
Corinth, how one spoke and with whom one aligned mattered deeply. 

This is why Paul immediately reframes the issue. “Christ did not send me to baptise, but to preach the Good News… lest the
cross of Christ be emptied of its power.” The problem, for Paul, is not that there is too much speech, but that speech has
become detached from the Cross. When language is shaped by rivalry, prestige, or human wisdom, it no longer communicates
the saving truth of the Gospel. It may persuade, impress, or dominate, but it no longer converts. At the heart of Paul’s
response is the scandal of the Cross. The Cross represents a language that refuses the dominant grammars of power and
control. In a world shaped by religious certainty, philosophical sophistication, and political authority, crucifixion was Rome’s
ultimate form of speech: public, humiliating, and designed to silence through fear. And yet, it is precisely there that God
chooses to speak. The Cross reveals that God does not redeem the world by overpowering it, but by entering its violence
without becoming violent. This is why Paul refuses a rhetoric that merely “sounds wise.” The Cross cannot be mastered or
made respectable; it can only be proclaimed and received.

This insight matters for our own time. When societies increasingly turn to law to manage speech, the risk is not only
restriction, but transformation of how we speak. Words begin to be shaped less by truth and conscience, and more by fear of
reaction or consequence. This rarely silences speech outright; instead, it encourages caution, calculation, and self-censorship.
Paul reminds us that while law can restrain behaviour, it cannot convert hearts. Fear may suppress speech, but only truth
spoken in love can heal division and renew community.

Christians, therefore, are not called to preach hate speech, but cruciform speech, speech shaped by the Cross. This is a speech
that names sin without shaming, suffering without exploiting, and truth without contempt. It is the proclamation of Good
News, not hate news: a Gospel that does not deny the reality of sin, suffering, or death, but speaks of them honestly in the
light of redemption. In every age, the task of the Church is not to control speech, but to witness, clearly, courageously, and
charitably, to Christ crucified, lest the Cross be emptied of its power. The news we carry as Christians is GOODNEWS, the
speech it demands is truth shaped by love, and the fruit it produces is not fear or division but joy and hope. 

Hate Speech vs Cross Speech 

Fr B
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CUPPA AND BIKKIES AFTER 
8.30 MASS AT ASSUMPTION PLACE 
MEETING ROOMS. SECOND SUNDAYS
OF THE MONTH ARE SHARED
MORNING TEA. 

MASS
ROSTERS

THIS WEEKEND
24  & 25  Januaryth th

NEXT WEEKEND
 31  Jan & 1  Febst st

Ministries Vigil 6pm 8:30am Vigil 6pm 8:30am 

Bell Ringers Brian
  Collins

Michael
  Ryan

Brian
  Collins

Barry
  Scanlan

Welcomers Pauline Stewart PPC Members
Tim & Megan

Kajewski 
Dave Carr

Altar Servers Rose Walsh &
Charlotte Gabriel

Alex McHardy/
Erin Roche

Josh Malone, Tom
Carey, Aoi Gaspa

Victoria McHardy

Children’s
Liturgy   School Holidays  

David & Margaret
Plummer

1st Reader Margaret Walsh Sally Hagley Mick Dwan Pat Sheil

2nd Reader Peter Macartney Mary Ramos Silvana Malone Michael Gaffney

Prayers of
the Faithful Andrea Curoopen Paul McHardy Bernice Furness Mary Goyne

Gifts Darcy & Bernice
Furness

Pat Sheil
Damien & Sharon

Young
McHardy Family

Communion
Ministers 

Dianne Dawes
Mary Bourke

Bernice Furness

Mary Ruge
Sue Harris

Marty Harris

Brian Collins
Cheryl Collins

Pauline Stewart

Jill Hume
Tom Lawton 
Paul Maher 

PowerPoint Lachlan & Patrick
Kajewski

Gemma King Alby Young Felicity Madsen

Musician Michael, Rey &
Val Tom Hodgson Kathleen Cuskelly Michael, Rey & Val

Money
Counters Group 5- Vince Hemmings Group 6- Mark Brennan

OTHER
ROSTERS 

Week Commencing
26  Januaryth

Week Commencing 
2  Februarynd

Akooramak David Moran and John Telfer Maree Ryan and Pat Sheil

Home
Communion Fr Franco Maria Ryan and Sue Harris

Morning Tea  Dave Carr Val Gray/ Maree Ryan 

We pray for those...

If unable to perform your roster duty please arrange to swap with another
person on the roster. The office does not need to be informed of the swap.

MASS TIMES  
THIS WEEKEND
St Mary’s 
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 8:30am 
(live-streamed from St Mary’s on
YouTube or the website)

Killarney 
Sunday 8.00am

Weekday Masses
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, Sat - 9am
Wed- 7am 
Regular Mass Times could change if
there are any special celebrations for
the week, please see inside the Bulletin
for any updates. 

NEXT WEEKEND (31  & 1 ) st st

Yangan
Saturday 6.00am

Greymare 
Sunday 10.00am

Inglewood
Sunday 9.00am

Oaks: 1st Thursday 10.30am
Akooramak: 2nd Wednesday
10.45am 

Reconciliation
Saturday Mornings 9:30am
after Mass

Feast Days
St Thomas Aquinas(Wed 28
Jan)

th

St John Bosco (Sat 31  Jan)st

Recently Deceased: Patrick Brosnan, Billy Dwan, Lawrence Wilson, Mikey Keogh, Peter Kelly, Peter Connolly
(Mt Gravatt, brother and brother in law of Fr Brian Connolly and John and Mary Connolly)

Anniversaries: Tom Dwan, Catherine Roche, Millie Browne, Mick Brewer, Mary Brewer, Rita Collins, Elizabeth
Crothers, Keith Locke, Kingsley Locke, Lauraine Bourke and all relatives and friends.  
   

SICK: Betty McConville, Les Cockerell, Kevin McConville (Capella), Peter Caridi, Bernie O’Donohue, Ben Fischer,
Margaret Jermanus, Ron Krause, Fr. Hal Ranger, Pete Carruthers, Carmel Whitfield (WA), Ford & Bruggy families,
Majella Wilson (Roche), Ava St Henry (Gin Gin), Susie Stevens, Robert and Samira Cook, Cora Winter, Jessica
Warren, Terry Parker, Elizabeth English (Toowoomba), Tanya Ketelaus, Pat Donnelly, Bernard Roche, Debbie
Cleary, Michael Kavanagh, Paul Ryan (BNE), Rylan Lean, Kierstan Farrell, John & Lyndell O’Mara, John McMahon,
Maurice Ryan, Joanne Small, Mary & Douglas Hough, Karen Hynes, Michael Bunch (Bne), Marie Beard, Barry
Donnelly, Angela Gannon, Anthony White and residents of Akooramak, The Oaks, Churches of Christ and patients
at the Warwick Hospital.                                                                                                                                                        



JACE DAMIAN CLASOHM (SON OF JARRED AND CAMILLE)
AND

CAITLIN MARY HAYNES (DAUGHTER OF SEAN AND
ELENA)

The Catholic Parish of St Mary's, Warwick, will conduct Sacramental Preparation in 2026
including First Reconciliation, First Eucharist and Confirmation. 

First Reconciliation - Term 1 Year 3 (usually 8 or 9yrs of age)
Confirmation - Term 2 Year 4 (usually 9 or 10yrs of age)

First Eucharist - Term 3 Year 4 (usually 9 or 10yrs of age).
 

If you wish to enrol your child/children in our 2026 Sacramental Program please contact the
Parish Office on 46611033 or email warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au 

Enrolments will close Friday, 13th February, 2026.

First Reconciliation Dates

Parent Information
Sessions Thursday 6pm 19.02.2026

Commitment Mass
(Family Mass)

21.02.2026 6pm or 22.02.2026
8.30am

Workshops
Thursday 4pm 26.02, 05.03, 12.03,

19.03

First Reconciliation Thursday 6pm 26.03.2026

Parent Information
Sessions Thursday 6pm 06.08.2026

Commitment Mass
(Family Mass)

08.08.2026 6pm or 09.08.2026
8.30am

Workshops
Thursday 4pm 13.08, 20.08, 27.08,

03.09

First Reconciliation 05.09.26 6pm or 06.09.26 8.30am

Parent Information
Sessions Thursday 6pm 07.05.2026

Commitment Mass
(Family Mass)

09.05.2026 6pm or 10.05.2026
8.30am

Workshops
Thursday 4pm 14.05, 21.05, 28.05,

04.06

First Reconciliation Friday 6pm 05.06.2026

PLAN GIVING
Please contact the office if you would like to set up a direct payment via Fat Zebra.
This new application is managed in our office to take your plan giving direct from your account or
credit card. Alternately, you can set it up by scanning the QR Code.
Website: Go to the Website https://www.catholicparish.app/donate?id=001Ol0000034HjiIAE click
the Donate page, then select Click here to donate box. Thank you for the continued financial
support of our parish through your giving.

We welcome into our community through the sacrament of Baptism WORD AMONG US
If you would like to receive

monthly subscriptions please let

the office know. If you wish to

cancel your subscription, also let

us know. If you already receive a

copy, you will continue to

receive.February editions of The Word Among Us are avaliable in the office

2026 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 

Confirmation Dates

First Communion Dates



The Parish Rosary is
said each day a half hour
prior to Mass. Except the

1st Saturday of the
month when it starts at

7.45am. Anyone who has
intentions or wish to join

us are most welcome.

FIL-
HARMONIX

Choir practice
1st Sunday &
2nd Saturday

of each month.

PARISH PASTORAL
COUNCIL 

meets on the 1st
Tuesday of the

month.
 

PARISH FINANCE
COUNCIL 

meets on the 4th
Wednesday of the

month

Parish Groups Meeting AT ASSUMPTION PLACE 
Young Adults: meets on Wednesday 6.30pm (not during
school holidays). Contact Fr Bony  0423 240 852 
Meditation Group meets on Fridays at 9am. Contact Mary
4661 9907
 

Father’s Prayer Group meets on Tuesdays from 4.00pm-
5.0pm. Contact Kev Seaby— 4661 3133
 

LAY CARMELITES meet on 3rd Tuesday of each month at
10.00am. Contact Maria 0427 644 108
 

Men Alive Group meets on Thursdays at 4.00pm-5.00pm.
Contact: Paul 0412 115 618

Mother’s Prayers Groups meet on Thursdays at 9.30am
after Mass in the church Maria 0427 644 108 

Parish Ladies Group meets on 1st Tuesday of each month
at 9.30am. New members are warmly invited to join this
group. Contact Bernice 4661 1107

Sychar Rural Library Service is available during Morning
Tea on Sundays.

Passionist Family
Groups 

If you are interested
in joining our groups

please contact
Marguerite 0411 092

841

CHURCH
CHOIR

Choir practice
4th Saturday of
each month at
9.45am in the

Church.

Church Opening
Times for 

Private Prayer
Tuesday and

Thursday 
3.45pm - 4.45pm

Important dates this
year

Centenary
Celebration

15 March
2026

Churches of
Italy

Pilgrimmage 

8-21
June 2026

st

Submission Deadline
Bulletin submissions must be submitted prior to

midday Thursday to make the Bulletin. Please
submit articles to

warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au

CHILD SAFE PARISH: Ours is a Child Safe Parish
 All children, young persons and vulnerable adults, visiting or resident, have a right to feel safe and be

safe. If you are concerned by any form of abuse that is immediate, you should call 000. A significant
risk or harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable ground, should immediately be

raised with our Parish Safeguarding Officers. Toni Cox 0419 613 278 

First Reading                                             Isaiah 8:23-9:3
In the Galilean country, the people have seen a great
light.

Responsorial Psalm                               Ps 26:1, 4, 13-14   
R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

Second Reading                                     1 Cor 1:10-13, 17 
I appeal to you, my brothers and sisters, make up
the differences between you.

Gospel Acclamation                                   Matthew 4:23  
Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom
and healed all who were sick.
Alleluia!

Gospel                                                     Matthew 4:12-23 
He went to Capernaum, that the prophecy of Isaiah
be fulfilled.

Third Sunday in Ordinary time CENTENARY CALENDARS
Our 100th year Celebration

will be taking place this year
on March the 15th. We have

a calendar for sale that
portrays our beautiful

church through all its years.
We only have a few left.

Grab a copy now before we
sell out.
A3-$20 

WORD LIST
Kingdom 

Bread
Sermon

Salvation
Mary
King

Hope 
Charity

Faithfulness
Righteousness

Kindness 
Shepard

LENTEN GROUPS
Please let the office know if you are

wanting to start a lenten group or be

apart of a lenten group. 

Thank you  


