ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PARISH WARWICK
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Homo-psychologicus and the Lamb of God

When people learn that | also work in the field of psychology, the reactions are often mixed. Some are curious about how
faith and psychology fit together; others are sceptical, wondering if they can speak the same language. My answer is
simple: everything | engage ultimately serves the cause of Christ. For me, Christ and His Gospel stand above and beyond
everything else. | have seen the genuine value of therapy, the importance of understanding trauma, the insights
psychology offers into human behaviour, family systems, and even the dynamics of our communities. However lately, |
have been concerned about the over-psychologization of everything. And | am afraid psychological language is replacing
spiritual and religious language. It looks like an over-psychological atmosphere where almost everyone becomes a
therapist, a self-help expert, or an amateur psychoanalyst.

| notice something that has become increasingly common in our time. Whenever someone struggles, stumbles, or behaves
poorly, our first instinct is to give a psychological explanation. “He acts that way because he had a traumatic childhood.”
“She’s difficult because her mother was controlling.” “That community behaves like that because they’ve been oppressed
for generations.” It seems like this kind of language is everywhere now. Instead of asking what happened or what is true,
we immediately ask what emotional wound explains this? Instead of thinking morally, spiritually, socially, or historically, we
go straight to psychological causes.

These explanations sometimes hold truth past wounds do shape us. But when psychological storytelling becomes the only
lens, something dangerous happens: we reduce the human person to their inner conflicts. This is what some writers call
homo psychologicus, the human being whose world collapses into self-reflection, self-analysis, self-monitoring, and self-
creation. In such a world, the self becomes a project we are forever trying to understand, fix, and perfect. This
psychological self is rich in emotional awareness but prone to fragility, hyper-self-focus and loss of transcendence. | believe
the rise of psychology has lot to do with the loss of transcendence (reality beyond we can measure, test or experience with
our five senses). Because, in a psychological world we are dissecting our emotions, diagnosing our reactions, and searching
for meaning inside ourselves trying to put words to things that cannot be solved by analysis alone.

Here, the altar call of John the Baptist in the Gospel for this Sunday (John 1: 29-34) pulls us in a different direction, Look,
here is the lamb of God. JB challenges us to Behold. There is an invitation to lift our gaze from the pre-occupation of self-
analysis to the divine presence that wants to save and heal. This demands an ascend and acceptance of the lamb of God. It
demands the letting go of self-manufacturing and self-salvation. Beholding Him requires humility: the recognition that no
amount of analysis or inner work can wash away guilt, remove shame, or break the patterns that bind us.

We cannot save ourselves because the deepest fractures in the human heart are not intellectual but spiritual. They require
grace, not more self-effort. Because we are not just “self”, but we are precious souls. It is grace that save the soul. This is
why, at every Mass, as the priest lifts the broken Bread and the chalice of salvation, the Church places John’s proclamation
on our lips: “Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him who takes away the sins of the world.” And with humility we respond:
“Lord, | am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.” Fr B
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MASS TIMES

THIS WEEKEND

St Mary’s

Saturday 6pm

Sunday 8:30am

(live-streamed from St Mary’s on
YouTube or the website)

Gladfield
Sunday 10.00am

Yangan
Saturday 6.00pm

Inglewood
Sunday 9.00am

Weekday Masses

Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, Sat - 9am
Wed- 7am

Regular Mass Times could change if
there are any special celebrations for
the week, please see inside the Bulletin
for any updates.

NEXT WEEKEND (24" & 25'")
Killarney
Sunday 8.00am

Oaks: 1st Thursday 10.30am
Akooramak: 2nd Wednesday
10.45am

Reconciliation
Saturday Mornings 9:30am
after Mass

Feast Days
St Agnes (Wed 21° Jan)
St Francis de Sales (Sat 24" Jan)

CUPPA AND BIKKIES AFTER
8.30 MASS AT ASSUMPTION PLACE
MEETING ROOMS. SECOND SUNDAYS

OF THE MONTH ARE SHARED )
MORNING TEA. D

MASS THIS WEEKEND NEXT WEEKEND
ROSTERS 17" & 18" January 24t & 25% January
Ministries Vigil 6pm 8:30am Vigil 6pm 8:30am

. . . . Brian Michael
Bell Ringers Brian Collins Michael Ryan Collins Ryan
Welcomers Damien & Sharon Rei Infante Pauline Stewart PPC Members

Young

Altar Servers

Albert Young &
Charlie Nguyen

Marnie Roche

Rose Walsh &
Charlotte Gabriel

Alex McHardy/ Erin
Roche

Chlldren S School Holidays School Holidays
Liturgy
Margaret Filipino
1st Reader Plummer Community Margaret Walsh Sally Hagley
. Filipino
2nd Reader |Marguerite Walsh . Peter Macartney Mary Ramos
Community
Prayers of . Filipino
the Faithful Gill Totman Community Andrea Curoopen Paul McHardy
Gifts Mary & Lyn Noble F|I|p|no. Darcy & Bernice Pat Sheil
Community Furness
. Bernice Furness Maree Ryan Dianne Dawes Mary Ruge
:no'rr!rrtlunlon Justin Walsh Jonathan Cruda Ma.ry Bourke Sue Harris
Inisters Sharon Young | Michael Gaffney | Bernice Fumess Marty Harris
PowerPoint Polly Young Tom Madsen Lachlah & Pe.ka Gemma King
Kajewski
.. Michael, Rey & Fil-Harmonix/ .
Musician val Kathleen Michael, Rey & Val Tom Hodgson
Money o . .
Group 4- Chris O'Brien Group 5- Vince Hemmings
Counters
OTHER Week Commencing Week Commencing
ROSTERS 19" January 26" January
Akooramak Sue Harris David Moran and John Telfer
Home . Patti Hemmings and Len Doyle Fr Franco
Communion
Morning Tea Filipino Community (Leleth) Dave Carr

If unable to perform your roster duty please arrange to swap with another

person on the roster. The office does not need to be informed of the swap.

Recently Deceased: Billy Dwan, Lawrence Wilson, Mikey Keogh, Peter Kelly, Peter Connolly (Mt Gravatt,

brother and brother in law of Fr Brian Connolly and John and Mary Connolly)

Anniversaries: Mick Brewer, Mary Brewer, Rita Collins, Elizabeth Crothers, Keith Locke, Kingsley Locke, Lauraine
Bourke and all relatives and friends.

SICK: Betty McConville, Les Cockerell, Kevin McConville (Capella), Peter Caridi, Bernie O’'Donohue, Ben Fischer,
Margaret Jermanus, Ron Krause, Fr. Hal Ranger, Pete Carruthers, Carmel Whitfield (WA), Ford & Bruggy families,
Majella Wilson (Roche), Ava St Henry (Gin Gin), Susie Stevens, Robert and Samira Cook, Cora Winter, Jessica
Warren, Terry Parker, Elizabeth English (Toowoomba), Tanya Ketelaus, Pat Donnelly, Bernard Roche, Debbie
Cleary, Michael Kavanagh, Paul Ryan (BNE), Rylan Lean, Kierstan Farrell, John & Lyndell O’'Mara, John McMahon,
Maurice Ryan, Joanne Small, Mary & Douglas Hough, Karen Hynes, Michael Bunch (Bne), Marie Beard, Barry
Donnelly, Angela Gannon, Anthony White and residents of Akooramak, The Oaks, Churches of Christ and patients

at the Warwick Hospital.




St. Mary of the Assumption, Warwick

I} CENTENARY
CELEBRATIONS

PLAN GIVING

Please contact the office if you would like to set up a direct payment via Fat Zebra.

This new application is managed in our office to take your plan giving direct from your account or 'ta%;; P
credit card. Alternately, you can set it up by scanning the QR Code.

Website: Go to the Website https://www.catholicparish.app/donate?id=001010000034HjilAE click

the Donate page, then select Click here to donate box. Thank you for the continued financial

support of our parish through your giving.

S¢

We welcome into our community through the sacrament of Baptism | WORD AMONG US

If you would like to receive

monthly subscriptions please

JACE DAMIAN CLASOHM (SON OF JARRED AND /g

let the office know. If you

CAMILLE) ==
AND v “ﬁf wish to cancel your
= CAITLIN MARY HAYNES (DAUGHTER OF SEAN AND subscription, also let us
ELENA) know. If you already receive

a copy, you will continue to

I January editions of The Word Among_Us are avaliable in the office I receive.

2026 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM CENTENARY CALENDARS
The Catholic Parish of St Mary's, Warwick, will conduct] o,r 100th year Celebration will be taking place
Sacramental Preparation in 2026 including First this year on March the 15th. We have a calendar

Reconciliation, First Eucharist and Confirmation.
First Reconciliation - Term 1 Year 3 (usually 8 or 9yrs of
age)

for sale that portrays our beautiful church
through all its years.

IConfirmation - Term 2 Year 4 (usually 9 or 10yrs of age) We only have a few left. Grab a copy

First Eucharist - Term 3 Year 4 (usually 9 or 10yrs of now before we sell out.
age). A3-$20

If you wish to enrol your child/children in our 2026 ‘ Tuesday the 20" - 9am Mass x
Sacramental Program please contact the Parish Office
on 46611033 or email
warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au
Enrolments will close Friday, 13th February, 2026.

Next Tuesday will be a special mass for teachers
returning to school for the 2026 year

St. Mary’s Parish Warwick & The
Filipino Community
First Reconciliation Dates Celebrate Sinulog 2026
Parent Information %
) Thursday 6pm 19.02.2026
Sessions
Commitment Mass 21.02.2026 6pm or 22.02.2026
(Family Mass) 8.30am
Thursday 4 26.02, 05.03, 12.03 - A in
Workshops ursday 4pm , , , | Annual Feast Day of Senor Santo Niio
19.03 (The Holy Child Jesus)
th
First Reconciliation Thursday 6pm 26.03.2026 Sunday 18" January 2026
Mass at 8.30am

V\b Morning tea and

o) fellowship to follow in
Assisi Place

The Santo Nifio devotion is a beautiful expression of a deep love of Jesus, the
Christ child, and is fittingly celebrated shortly after the Christmas season.




Second Sunday in Ordinary time

First Reading

Isaiah 49:3,5-6
I will make you the light of the nations so that my —el

salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 39:2,4, 7-10

R. Here | am, Lord; | come to do your will.

Second Reading

Christ be with you.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us.

1 Cor 1:1-3
The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord Jesus

John 1:14,12

He enabled those who accepted him

to become the children of God.
Alleluia!

MORNING TEA HAS =
RETURNED TO ASSISI :%@“

N

PLACE i

We will have a walk through the new
Priest residence at 160 Palmerin street
this Saturday night the 17t All are

look.

ﬁ“ﬂ}

Parishioners can contact the office for

welcome to come and have a

prices to hire out a facility for an

event. This includes the hall and the

N,  church.
Gospel John 1:29-34 =
This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the B m @
world. . B it .
—
Important dates this — =
2. Pray and sing to God
gear |5 | | | B | 4.Something that is the
=7 T opposite of light
7 \ . — - { | I 6. Jesus compared
MY : himself to this plant
Centenary 15 March |1 l | 7. Someone who takes
. | | care of a flock
\»C/;elebratlon 2026 5 — —s 8. Biblical Paradise
\i; — | ‘ 10. Son of God
AN —
- ACROSS
. | | 1. 12 followers of Jesus
Churches Of " 2. Holy W____ is used for blessings
Ital 1 8'213 — 3. Someone who shares God’s messages
Pll rimr:/]a . - June 2026 ‘? | | | | 5. Anogth:lro:/;osrd for Homily
g g /\ 11. Mother in_B_e_zt_h_Iehem

A\
gt "

Submission Deadline

Bulletin submissions must be submitted prior to
midday Thursday to make the Bulletin. Please

submit articles to

warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au

CHILD SAFE PARISH: Ours is a Child Safe Parish

All children, young persons and vulnerable adults, visiting or resident, have a right to feel safe and be
safe. If you are concerned by any form of abuse that is immediate, you should call 000. A significant
risk or harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable ground, should immediately be

raised with our Parish Safeguarding Officers. Toni Cox 0419 613 278

The Parish Rosary is
said each day a half hour
prior to Mass. Except the

1st Saturday of the
month when it starts at
7.45am. Anyone who has
intentions or wish to join
us are most welcome.

FIL-
HARMONIX
Choir practice
1st Sunday &
2nd Saturday
of each month.

PARISH PASTORAL
COUNCIL
meets on the 1st
Tuesday of the
month.

PARISH FINANCE
COUNCIL
meets on the 4th
Wednesday of the
month

CHURCH
CHOIR
Choir practice
4th Saturday of
each month at
9.45am in the
Church.

Passionist Family
Groups
If you are interested
in joining our groups
please contact
Marguerite 0411 092
841

Church Opening
Times for
Private Prayer
Tuesday and
Thursday
3.45pm - 4.45pm

Parish Groups Meeting AT ASSUMPTION PLACE

Youth Group Years 7-10: Faith Food Fellowship meets on Fridays
6pm - 8pm &ot during school holidays). Contact Fr Bony 0423 240
852

Young Adults: meets on Wednesday 6.30pm (not during school
holidays). Contact Fr Bony 0423 240 852

g/lg%%itation Group meets on Fridays at 9am. Contact Mary 4661

Father's Prayer Group meets on Tuesdays from 4.00pm-5.0pm.
Contact Kev Seaby— 4661 3133

LAY CARMELITES meet on 3rd Tuesday of each month at 10.00am.
Contact Maria 0427 644 108

Men Alive Group meets on Thursdays at 4.00pm-5.00pm. Contact:
Paul 0412 115618

Mother’s Prayers Grou?s meet on Thursdays at 9.30am after Mass
in the church Maria 0427 644 108

Parish Ladies Group meets on 1st Tuesday of each month at
9.30am. New members are warmly invited to join this group.
Contact Bernice 4661 1107

Sychar Rural Library Service is available during Morning Tea on
Sundays.




