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ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PARISH WARWICKST MARY’S CATHOLIC PARISH WARWICK
To live the Gospel by celebrating together, sustaining a welcoming parish and 

 serving Jesus Christ through the joys and sorrows of our wider community.

Parish Office
PO Box 118,
Warwick. Assumption Place,

163 Palmerin Street (via
Church car park, Acacia
Avenue) Warwick. 

Office Hours Tue-Fri 
8.30am-4pm
(for after hours messages, there
is an after hours box right side of
Office Door) 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and JosephThe Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
27  and 28  Decemberth th

A 6’2” dad. A 4’8” mum.
My brother looks just like dad. My sister mirrors mum perfectly.
I arrived in the middle, entrusted with the throne of confusion (or privilege), a blend of both. When genetics negotiated
height, the compromise settled at a humble 5’2”. It turns out this has its perks: on flights, every economy seat feels like
business class, with my short legs stretched out comfortably for sleep. If I had a choice, I might have chosen to be the first or
the last. If I had a choice, I may have selected a different birthday, a different family, a different place, even a different country.

You may think this sounds a little self-indulgent, or unnecessarily self-aware. But I share it only to point to something deeply
human and deeply theological: none of us choose the family we are born into, we receive it. Family is given before it is
understood, before it is evaluated, and long before it is embraced. That simple truth, that family is received before it is ever
chosen,  lies at the heart of the Feast of the Holy Family. We are born into relationships we did not design, histories we did not
author, and people we did not select. And yet, it is precisely here that love begins. Not as preference or convenience, but as
calling. We are given people to love, sometimes easily, often painfully, always imperfectly. Love, in this sense, is not about
finding the right people, but about learning how to love the people entrusted to us, over time, through patience, forgiveness,
and faithfulness.

One of the subtle dangers of a secular age, especially when it loses any reference to God or transcendence, is that the family
itself can become absolute. When family is made absolute,  when it becomes the ultimate source of meaning, identity, and
security,  it begins to carry a weight it was never meant to bear. Love subtly turns into control, care into anxiety, and belonging
into possession. Parents begin to live through their children rather than for them; children carry the emotional burden of
fulfilling unspoken hopes, healing past wounds, or securing their parents’ sense of worth. Difference is experienced as threat,
freedom as betrayal, and failure as catastrophe. Instead of forming people for the world, the family closes in on itself,
becoming fragile, fearful, and resistant to growth. Paradoxically, when family becomes a god, it is damaged rather than
strengthened. It cannot tolerate change, vocation, or surrender, whether that be a child choosing a different path, a call
beyond the home, or even healthy independence. Without God at the centre, family lacks a horizon beyond itself, and so it
begins to collapse inward. The Holy Family of Joseph, Mary and Jesus, offers a corrective: family finds its true dignity not by
replacing God, but by being ordered toward Him. 

In this Sunday’s Gospel, we encounter a Holy Family constantly on the move. There is the journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem
for the census, the anxious search for a place where a child can be born, the flight into Egypt under the shadow of danger, and
later the quiet return,  not to Bethlehem, but back to Nazareth. The birth narratives are full of movement, displacement, and
uncertainty. Nothing unfolds according to comfort or convenience. These movements are not signs of instability or failure;
they are the fruit of listening. By keeping God at the centre of their small family, Joseph and Mary are able to move when God
asks them to move, to let go when God asks them to let go, and to trust when the way ahead is unclear. Family, for them, is
not something to be controlled or protected at all costs, but something received, a gift entrusted to them. Their roles as
mother and father are not self-defined but discerned in obedience, and so they do not rewrite the story to suit their own
anxieties or ambitions. Instead, they allow God’s will to shape their family life, teaching us that holiness is found not in comfort
or stability alone, but in faithful responsiveness, in families that listen, trust, and move when God leads.

Fr B

Given-ness 
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CUPPA AND BIKKIES AFTER 
8.30 MASS AT ASSUMPTION PLACE 
MEETING ROOMS. SECOND SUNDAYS OF
THE MONTH ARE SHARED MORNING TEA. 

MASS
ROSTERS

THIS WEEKEND
27  & 28  Decemberth th

NEXT WEEKEND
3  & 4  Januaryrd th

Ministries Vigil 6pm 8:30am Vigil 6pm 8:30am 

Bell Ringers Kevin Seaby Greg Brosnan Brian Collins Michael Ryan

Welcomers Tim & Megan
Kajewski 

Dave Carr
Justin & Marguerite

Walsh 
Barry Scanlan

Altar Servers Rose Walsh &
Zuriel Obi

Emira Paleracio Alana & Anaya Prince Zuriel Obi

Children’s
Liturgy

  School Holidays   School Holidays

1st Reader Bernice Furness Jill Hume Tim Kajewski John Telfer

2nd Reader Marguerite Walsh Margaret Lawton Nick Nolan Emma Timmins

Prayers of
the Faithful Margaret Plummer Michael Gaffney Bryan Slattery Pat Sheil

Gifts Marie Stewart
Jonathan &

Glendie Cruda
Mary Henningsen Rei Infante

Communion
Ministers 

Mary Bourke
Justin Walsh

Marguerite Walsh

Tom Lawton
Paul Maher

Monica Maher

Pauline Stewart
Brian Collins 
Cheryl Collins

Paul Maher
Monica Maher
Barry Scanlan

Power Point 
Lachlan

  & Patrick
Kajewski

Gemma King Andrew Curoopen Tom Madsen 

Musician Michael, Rey &
Val  Kathleen Cuskelly Kathleen Michael, Rey &

Val

Money
Counters Group 1- David Hynes Group 2- Gerry Morrisey

OTHER
ROSTERS 

WEEK COMMENCING
29  December th

WEEK COMMENCING 
5  Januaryth

Akooramak David Moran & John Telfer Mick Gaffney & Carolyn Abood

Home
Communion Maria Ryan & Len Doyle Maree Ryan & Sue Harris

Morning Tea  Des & Cheryl Cantwell Rita Seed/ Maureen Henry

We pray for those...

If unable to perform your roster duty please arrange to swap with another
person on the roster. The office does not need to be informed of the swap.

MASS TIMES  
THIS WEEKEND
St Mary’s 
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 8:30am 
(live-streamed from St Mary’s on
YouTube or the website)

Killarney 
Sunday 8.00am

Weekday Masses
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, Sat - 9am
Wed 7am 
Regular Mass Times could change if
there are any special celebrations
for the week, please see inside the
Bulletin for any updates. 

NEXT WEEKEND
Inglewood 
Sunday 9.00am

Gladfield
Sunday 10.00am

Yangan 
Saturday 6.00pm

Oaks: 1st Thursday 10.30am
Akooramak: 2nd Wednesday
10.45am 

Reconciliation
Saturday Mornings 9:30am after
Mass
Holy Mass Assumption College
Thursday 8:00AM

Feast Days
Mary, the Holy Mother of God
(Thurs 1st)
St Basil the Great and Gregory
Nazianzen (Fri 2nd)

Recently Deceased: Michael Roche

Anniversaries: Leo Barrett, Fay Jones, Jack Murdoch, Jack & Nell Cantwell, Jack & Mary Maher, Raymund Cleary,
Mary & Ned O’Mara, Terence O’Mara, James & Eileen Ryan, Beverley Brown, John Connolly, Damien Connolly, Gerard
Connolly, Adam, Marty & Jimmy Ford, Thomas, Pearl and John Hemmings, William & Bridget Mahony, Thomas Mahony,
Jamirah Anika Marilag, Sterling Jake Esch, William Holland, Lila Cuneo, James Cuneo and all relatives and friends.  
   

SICK: Peter Kelly, Peter Caridi, Bernie O’Donohue, Ben Fischer, Margaret Jermanus, Ron Krause, Fr. Hal Ranger, Pete
Carruthers, Carmel Whitfield (WA), Ford & Bruggy families, Majella Wilson (Roche), Ava St Henry (Gin Gin), Susie
Stevens, Robert and Samira Cook, Cora Winter, Jessica Warren, Terry Parker, Elizabeth English (Toowoomba), Tanya
Ketelaus, Pat Donnelly, Bernard Roche, Debbie Cleary, Michael Kavanagh, Paul Ryan (BNE), Rylan Lean, Kierstan
Farrell, John & Lyndell O’Mara, John McMahon, Maurice Ryan, Joanne Small, Mary & Douglas Hough, Karen Hynes,
Michael Bunch (Bne), Marie Beard, Barry Donnelly, Angela Gannon, Anthony White and residents of Akooramak, The
Oaks, Churches of Christ and patients at the Warwick Hospital.                                                                                                  



NOTICE TO ALL READERS AND CHILDRENS
LITURGY VOLUNTEERS

Our Parish Office will be closed from

December the 22  to January the 4  for

Christmas and New Year. 

nd th

New Weekend Mass Rosters 

January to March rosters have

been emailed out and are also

available in hard copy from the

back of the church. Thank you to

all our parishioners that help

with the ministries. 

PASTORAL PARISH COUNCIL

PLAN GIVING
Please contact the office if you would like to set up a direct payment via Fat Zebra.
This new application is managed in our office to take your plan giving direct from your account or
credit card. Alternately, you can set it up by scanning the QR Code.
Website: Go to the Website https://www.catholicparish.app/donate?id=001Ol0000034HjiIAE click
the Donate page, then select Click here to donate box. Thank you for the continued financial
support of our parish through your giving.

Please subscribe to the bulletin through

our website to receive weekly Sunday

readings and the Children’s liturgy

content. 

Our Pastoral Council is seeking new members.

The pastoral council are responsible for

developing a vision for our Parish future.

Recommendation forms are available at the

church doors. Please take one and reflect who

you would like to recommend. Return completed

forms to the office. Thank you. 

Calling for Volunteers
We need several volunteers for

Children’s Liturgy in 2026. You will need

to be Blue card eligible, we are happy to

organise for volunteers to get a

Bluecard. Please contact the office if

you are interested.

MORNING TEA HAS
RETURNED TO ASSISI

PLACE

From October we have welcomed into the
community through the sacrament of Baptism‌ ‌

A D I N A  LY D I A  N O L A N ,  C H A Z  R U B E N
N O L A N ,  E L I A N A  P E A S N E L L ,  R O S E  C A R I D I ,
V I N C E NT  C A R I D I ,  S O L O M O N  I A N  H E A R S E ,

A Z A R I E L  O B I ,  A Z A L I A H  O B I ,  T H E O D O R E
R O B E R T S O N ,  M O NT Y  L IT Z O W,  C A L I S S A

A L D E R ,  PA N IT R A K A N  D IVA R A N G K O O N ,  R E I
I N F A NT E  A N D  R E B E C C A  H O P K I N S

CONGRATULATIONS

CENTENARY CALNEDARS
Our 100th Celebration will be

taking place next year on March the

15th. We have a calendar for sale

that portrays our beautiful church

through all its years. 

Grab a copy before 

we sell out.

A3-$20 

Every $10 ticket helps restore St Patrick’s Cathedral’s stained-glass

windows—and gives you the chance to win a $300K First Prize Pack,

including two luxury cars and $140K in gold bullion! Get your ticket

today at www.playforpurpose.com.au/catholic-diocese



The Parish Rosary is
said each day a half hour
prior to Mass. Except the

1st Saturday of the
month when it starts at

7.45am. Anyone who has
intentions or wish to join

us are most welcome.

FIL-
HARMONIX

Choir practice
1st Sunday &
2nd Saturday

of each month.

PARISH PASTORAL
COUNCIL 

meets on the 1st
Tuesday of the

month.
 

PARISH FINANCE
COUNCIL 

meets on the 4th
Wednesday of the

month

Parish Groups Meeting AT ASSUMPTION PLACE 
Youth Group Years 7-10: Faith Food Fellowship meets on Fridays
6pm - 8pm (not during school holidays). Contact Fr Bony 0423 240
852 

Young Adults: meets on Wednesday 6.30pm (not during school
holidays). Contact Fr Bony  0423 240 852 

Meditation Group meets on Fridays at 9am. Contact Mary 4661
9907
 
Father’s Prayer Group meets on Tuesdays from 4.00pm-5.0pm.
Contact Kev Seaby— 4661 3133
 
LAY CARMELITES meet on 3rd Tuesday of each month at 10.00am.
Contact Maria 0427 644 108
 
Men Alive Group meets on Thursdays at 4.00pm-5.00pm. Contact:
Paul 0412 115 618
Mother’s Prayers Groups meet on Thursdays at 9.30am after Mass
in the church Maria 0427 644 108 
Parish Ladies Group meets on 1st Tuesday of each month at
9.30am. New members are warmly invited to join this group.
Contact Bernice 4661 1107
Sychar Rural Library Service is available during Morning Tea on
Sundays.

Passionist Family
Groups 

If you are interested
in joining our groups

please contact
Marguerite 0411 092

841

CHURCH
CHOIR

Choir practice
4th Saturday of
each month at
9.45am in the

Church.

Church Opening
Times for 

Private Prayer
Tuesday and

Thursday 
3.45pm - 4.45pm

Parish Dates 

Parish Office Closed 23  Dec-4  Janrd th

St Mary’s Church
Centenary Celebrations 15  March 2026th

Submission Deadline
Bulletin submissions must be submitted prior to

midday Thursday to make the Bulletin. Please
submit articles to

warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au

CHILD SAFE PARISH: Ours is a Child Safe Parish
 All children, young persons and vulnerable adults, visiting or resident, have a right to feel safe and be

safe. If you are concerned by any form of abuse that is immediate, you should call 000. A significant
risk or harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable ground, should immediately be

raised with our Parish Safeguarding Officers. Toni Cox 0419 613 278 

First Reading                                   Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Whoever fears the Lord honours his parents.

Responsorial Psalm                                      Ps 127:1-5 
R. Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his
ways.

Second Reading                               Colossians 3:12-21 
Concerning the Christian life in the world.

Gospel Acclamation                       Colossians 3:15, 16  
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
and the fullness of his message live within you.
Alleluia!

Gospel                                      Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 
Take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt.

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Thank you!‌
Thank you so much to all our lovely

supporters this year including all our

parishoners who volunteer their time to help

out with our ministries. We appreciate it. 


