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TAKING UP CROSS IN AN AGE OF Al

It was in 2015 that | left full-time ministry and stepped into the unknown. The first five years of priesthood had been very
superficial: soaking in the glory and attention, losing myself in the celebrity world of being wanted as a preacher. Deep
inside, though, | was flat, disordered, and directionless. A fall from grace was inevitable, and a journey of purification was
beckoning. But | was obsessed with setting new goals and timelines to achieve them. | enrolled in a counselling degree,
took up a cleaning job, and worked at Woolworths. Yet my impulsive nature didn’t help; | was impatient with life and
wanted change, adaptation, and transformation immediately. | remember breaking down in front of my supervisor and
therapist, Janine Wilson. Before finishing the session, she said two things: “Bony, goals will not save or change you, the
process will. So, stick to the process”, and “in order to stick to the process, take your eyes off the goals and stay close to
the life happening around you”. In short: stay with the process and stay as close to reality as possible.

That moment became a turning point in my life. | completed the counselling degree, left Woolworths, worked as a
counsellor, and eventually returned to full-time ministry. Then my therapist said, “Wouldn’t it be so productive to be both
a priest and a registered psychologist?” | told her | didn’t think | had it in me. She replied, “Well, that’s the goal, but don’t
stare at it. Bit by bit, chisel away and enjoy the journey.” Six years later, last June, | was registered with AHPRA as a
psychologist. When the certificate finally came into my hands, | didn’t feel much at all—because | knew my joy had
already been in the process. It has become, in its own way, an addiction: to fall in love with the process itself.

When Jesus invites us to take up the cross and follow him in today’s Gospel, the call is to embrace the whole of life and to
be fully alive in the journey. Unfortunately, technology and Al have invaded the art of process. We are result-obsessed and
rely heavily on mechanisms that shorten it. Technology, especially Al, tends to compress or even eliminate processes. In
doing so, we miss out on learning, wisdom, struggle, and self-growth, the very gifts that the process provides. A recent
study by researchers at MIT’s Media Lab shows how using ChatGPT for essay writing reduced students’ brain engagement
and led to weaker creativity, memory, and originality compared to those who wrote unaided or with Google search. What
stood out most to me was that those who used Al for writing had no sense of ownership over their work. They quickly
forgot what they had written and could not associate any feelings with the task.l recall reading that prisoners who
focused on the process of transformation embraced it more than those who clung to hopeful deadlines about their
release.

Jesus’ call to discipleship is similar: it is about being on a path with intention, without being attached to the goal. He calls
us to embrace the cross, which is nothing less than the triumphant and tragic nature of our lives. In the sense of process,
discipleship is a pilgrimage, a conscious journey of detachment, fellowship, and trust. In a Christian pilgrimage, we don’t
discover the next thing; rather, the next thing discovers us along the way. That is grace active in the process. Pilgrimage is
contemplative because it makes us fully conscious of life unfolding around us, and it is communitarian because we carry
our crosses together and help one another to see grace revealed along the way. “Anyone who does not carry his cross and
come after me cannot be my disciple.” Perhaps Jesus is also saying: participate fully in life, immerse yourself in the
journey, and delight in the unexpected miracles along the way. Let us then be pilgrims who fall in love with the process,

and who dare to live addicted to it. FrB
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DL SRIES MASS THIS WEEKEND NEXT WEEKEND
th th
TI:I‘IS WEEKEND ROSTERS 6" & 7" September 13" & 14" September
6'" & 7" September — — —
St Mary’s Ministries Vigil 6pm 8:30am Vigil 6pm 8:30am
Saturday 6pm . _ _
Sunday 8:30am (live-streamed from Bell Ringers Chris Ryan Barry Scanlan Chris Ryan Barry Scanlan
St Mary’s on YouTube or the
website) )
Welcomers PPC Members Dave Carr Tim & Megan Barry Scanlan
Kajewski
Yangan
Saturday 6pm
Altar Polly Young & . Rose Walsh & . .
Erin Roch . . E Pal
Greymare Servers Charlotte Lawler rinRoche Zuriel Obi mira Faleracio
Sunday 10am
Children’s Megan Kajewski Jenny McCray
NEXT WEEKEND Liturgy Mary-Jane Cook Sally Hagley
13" & 14" September
St Mary’s 1st Reader Nick Nolan Michael Gaffney Justin Walsh Mary Goyne
Saturday 6pm
Sunday 8:30am (live-streamed from 2nd Reader | Michael Sullivan Emma Timmins | Margaret Plummer Liisa Hammond
St Mary’s on YouTube or the
website)
Prayer's of Justin Walsh Sue Harris Marguerite Walsh Jill Hume
the Faithful
Inglewood
Saturday 5:30pm Gifts Brenden & Silvana Pat Sheil Tim & Meg.an Marg Trahair
Malone Kajewski
WEEKDAY MASSES
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, Sat - 9am Communion Mary Bourke Liisa Hammond Brian Co”ins Emma Timmins
Wed 7am Mini Pauline Stewart Michael Gaffney Cheryl Collins Tom Lawton
Inisters Bernice Furness Jill Hume Sharon Young Barry Scanlan
FEAST DAYS ) . - .
th Power Point Alby Young Gemma King Andrea Curoopen | Filipino Community
Monday 8™ Sept
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Kath / Kath  Fil
- athleen ; ; athleen/ Fil-
Musician Men's Choir Michael, Val & Rey |Michael, Rey &Val Harmonix
Regular Mass Times could change if there are any
special celebrations for the week, please see inside Money . o X .
the Bulletin for any updates. Counters Group 4 — Chris O’Brien Group 5 — Vince Hemmings
Oaks: 1st Thursday 10.30am OTHER WEEK COMMENCING WEEK COMMENCING
Akooramak: 2nd Thursday 10.45am ROSTERS 7" September 14™ September
HeCee e . Akooramak Nea McGinness/ Mary Bourke Mick Gaffney/ Carolyn Abood
Saturday Mornings 9:30am after
Mass
Elome . June Stewart Dianne Dawes
Holy Mass Assumption College ommunion
Thursday 8:00AM Morning :
Parents.and.Children are - welcome Tea Des & Cheryl Cantwell Rita Seed/ Maureen Henry

CUPPA AND BIKKIES AFTER
8.30 MASS AT ASSUMPTION PLACE

) If unable to perform your roster duty please arrange to swap with another

MEETING ROOMS |’ person on the roster. The office does not need to be informed of the swap.

eyt

Recently Deceased: Brian McEniery, lan Mapes

Anniversaries: Henry & Flo Smith, Serapio Cabingas (Philippines), Teodora Villar, V. Mendis, Nicholas Cooper, Kathleen McVeigh,
Thomas McVeigh, Kevin Peters, Soonbork Jeon (Martina), Eileen Ryan, John Connolly, Frank Connolly, Carina Diaz, Steve, Mick +
Tony Ryan, Ross Henderson, Liz Bubb, and all relatives and friends.

SICK: Les Cockerell,, Adam & Bruggy families, Majella Wilson (Roche), Frank Collins, Margaret Trahair, Ava St Henry (Gin Gin),
Susie Stevens, Robert and Samira Cook, Cora Winter, Jessica Warren, Terry Parker, Elizabeth English (Toowoomba), Tom Tully &
Margaret Tully, Tanya Ketelaus, Pat Donnelly, Bernard Roche, Debbie Cleary, Michael Kavanagh, Paul Ryan (BNE), Rylan Lean,
Kierstan Farrell, John & Lyndell O’Mara, John McMahon, Maurice Ryan, Joanne Small, Mary & Douglas Hough, Karen Hynes,
Michael Bunch (Bne), Jack & Marie Beard, Barry Donnelly, Angela Gannon, Anthony White and residents of Akooramak, The Oaks,
Churches of Christ and patients at the Warwick Hospital.



This Father’s Day, honour the spiritual fathers who’ve shaped our lives. Fr Hal Ranger’s Honouring a Lifetime
of Service: Support
Our Retired Priests

life has been a “progressive barn dance”, a joyful rhythm of grace and service. Even in
retirement, he continues to serve and connect. “I’ve felt at home everywhere I’ve
been.” Let’s ensure Fr Hal and all our retired priests continue to feel that sense of
home.

To donate: www.trybooking.com/au/donate/prf2025

We wish all the fathers and grandfathers of the parish a Happy Father’s Day.

Available at the Office GOD'S WORD St Mary’s Conference - September 2025

. We have received our order of God’s Word ,@,N This week, on September 9, we remember the
from St Paul’s. We will not be able to order more Ej‘ y
L=

5
.
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founder of the St Vincent de Paul Society, Blessed Fredei

Ozanam. Frederic, at the age of 20, along with some friends,

founded the St Vincent de Paul Society in 1933. Now, 192 years

later, the Society operates in over 150 countries throughout

- Columban Calendar 2026 $8. the world, and has 205 Conferences in parishes across
Parish Finance Report Queensland, as well as 15 support centres and 155 retail

The Finance Report will be presented in the stores, helping hose in need in our communities. We thank all

Church at 9:30am on Sunday September 74 those parishioners who have donated goods, money or time to

All parishioners are welcome. assist in the work of the Society over the years. We especially

thank the young people in our Catholic schools, their teachers
CHURCH CENTENARY 2026 INTERVIEWS . . .
. . and families for their wonderful support that gives hope to
tln prepa(\jratlon f(.ththe.Cente_rlﬁry n.exr:.year we f\:VOl:!d like those who need a hand up.
o record some interviews with parishioners reflecting on -
memories and the significance of the Church in their lives. : {Fnda% Youth Gro“‘f} . 2
Fr Bony has volunteered to conduct the interviews. We N Fr!days 6pm.t° 8pm Yrs 7'10.V°U”g people gather °
would like to invite people to volunteer for an interview. for faith formation and fellowship. You can help us by

of this publication, so please hurry so as not to

miss out on your copy. This year the God’s Word /&=
will sell for $16.50.

If you would like to participate please advise Parish shopping some drinks, lollies or nibbles for the young ones.
Office. Please drop them at the office. Fr. Bony

Baptism -
Next term, Fr Franco and the Sacramental Team, ’ ca MEDIE\//\L % |

will be running preparation for children and adults p ,
who may like to be baptised Catholic. If you would o 7 T i B
like you)r/ child or yourielf to be baptisedyplease : ‘SI I/\Izlﬂ_/\_l I,/\‘S I

contact the Parish Office or Sharon Young. More . ' FRIDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 6PM - 9PM

details will be available once we know if St Patrick’s Cathedral Floral Display Septembe

people are interested. 19th _ 23rd 9am-5pm “What brings us Hope?”
PLAN GIVING

Please contact the office if you would like to set up a direct payment via Fat Zebra.

This new application is managed in our office to take your plan giving direct from your account or
credit card. Alternately, you can set it up by scanning the QR Code.

Website . .
Go to the Website https://www.catholicparish.app/donate?id=001010000034HjilAE click the Donate page, then select Click
here to donate box. Thank you for the continued financial support of our parish through your giving.

PARISH Parish Groups Meeting AT ASSUMPTION PLACE
The Parish Rosary is PASTORAL Youth Group Years 7-10: Faith Food Fellowship meets on Fridays
said each day a half FIL- COUNCIL 6pm - 8pm. Contact Fr Bony 0423 240 852 or Annika 0409 981 183
hour prior to Mass. HARMONIX | meets on the 1st

e (saseeEy | @hele e Tuesday of the |Meditation Group meets on Fridays at 9am. Contact Mary 4661 9907

) month.
of the month whenit | 1st Sunday & Father's Prayer Group meets on Tuesdays from 4.00pm-5.0pm.
starts at 7.45am. 2nd Saturday | paRISH FINANCE |Contact Kev Seaby— 4661 3133
Anyone who has of each month. COUNCIL
intentions or wish to join meets on the 4th |LAY CARMELITES meet on 3rd Tuesday of each month at 10.00am.
Us are most welcome, Wednesday of the Contact Maria 0427 644 108
month
Men Alive Group meets on Thursdays at 4.00pm-5.00pm. Contact:
Paul 0412 115 618
f . CHURCH ‘
Passionist Family CHOIR Church Opening Mother’s Prayers Groups meet on Thursdays at 9.30am after Mass in
Groups . ; . the church Maria 0427 644 108
Choir practice Times for

If you are interested

LT 4th Saturday of| Private Prayer
in joining our groups

Parish Ladies Group meets on 1st Tuesday of each month at 9.30am.

please contact each month at | Tuesday and |New members are warmly invited to join this group. Contact Bernice
Marguerite 0411 092 | >-42am in the Thursday 46611107
g Church. 3.45pm - 4.45pm

841 Sychar Rural Library Service is available during Morning Tea on

Sundays.




23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading Wis 9:13-18
Who can comprehend the will of God?

Responsorial Psalm Ps 89:3-6, 12-14, 17
R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our
refuge.

Second Reading Philemon 9-10, 12-17|
Receieve him, not as a slave amym,orre, but
as a very dear brother.

Gospel Acclamation Ps 118:135
Alleluia, alleluia!

Let your face shine on your, and teach me your
laws.

Alleluia!

Gospel
Lk 14:25-33 All who do not renounce their
possesions cannot be my disciples.

~ A
Parish Dates JOOI(
. Sunday 7th
Finance Report September After

Meeting Mass in the Church

St Mary’s Church
Centenary
Celebrations

15th March 2026

CENTRE FOR
MEN AND FAMILIES

AN EVENING WITH

David Cluff Seminar: Thursday, 11th
September 7 pm - 8.30 pm viewing at SOTE
Dining Room Free Event All welcome

Support the restoration of the historic St Patrick’s Cathedral and go in the
draw to win luxury prizes - including two Audis and $60,000 in gold by
joining our Play for Purpose raffle today!

Learn more and purchase tickets via playforpurpose.com.au/catholic-diocese closes on
Thurs, 18th September

SEASON OF CREATION 2025: REFLECTION o)
An Integral ecology includes taking time to recover a

Serene harmony with creation... and contemplating

the Creator who lives among us and surrounds us...

INVITATION TO YCW EVENT
The YCW Movement was formed 100 years ago. To celebrate this event, a

gathering has been arranged for Tuesday 16 September 2025 at Sunnybank
Community Sports Club Café, 470 McCullough Street, Sunnybank at 10am. The
event will include a short prayer service, followed by an opportunity to
socialise and reminisce. Food and hot & cold drinks will be available for
purchase. If you would like to join us for this event, please phone David
Jefferies on 041144692 or email to ycwreunion@gmail.com as soon as
possible, for catering purposes.

% Caritas
PEE ASTRALIA S e

Caritas Australia - Season of Creation

The Catholic agency

The Season of Creation’s call for Peace with Creation aligns
powerfully with the Turn Debt into Hope campaign, as
communities burdened by debt are often those facing the
worst environmental challenges.
This Season of Creation (1 September - 4 October), Caritas
Australia is inviting parishes to stand in solidarity with
vulnerable communities in need of sustainable development
and ecological renewal by:
- signing the Turn Debt into Hope petition -
caritas.org.au/debt
- committing to practical, everyday actions that promote
ecological sustainability and care for creation by registering
to become a Catholic Earthcare Household -
caritas.org.au/catholic-earthcare/

Submission Deadline

Bulletin submissions must be submitted prior to midday Thursday to make the Bulletin. Please submit articles to

warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au

CHILD SAFE PARISH: Ours is a Child Safe Parish

A significant risk or harm

-

All children, young persons and vulnerable adults, visiting or resident, have a right to feel safe
and be safe. If you are concerned by any form of abuse that is immediate, you should call 000.
, Wwhether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable ground,
should immediately be raised with our Parish Safeguarding Officers. Toni Cox 0419 613 278

Updated Contact Details Form

Full Name:

Email:

Phone Number:

Address:

Do You Wish Learn More About the Following

U Plan Giving

U Family Groups

O Joining A Ministry
O Volunteer

(GF

If you are able to support Caritas Australia’s Gaza Appeal, please donate online at www.caritas.org.au/gaza \‘g



