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Walking on Water, Sinking Like a Stone
Faith isn’t something you ever simply achieve. It’s not something that you ever nail down as a fait accompli. Faith works
this way: Some days you walk on water and other days you sink like a stone. Faith invariably gives way to doubt before it
again recovers its confidence, then it loses it again.
We see this graphically illustrated in the famous story in the gospels of Peter walking on water. The story goes this way:
The disciples had just witnessed a major miracle, Jesus feeding more than 5000 people with five loaves of bread and
two fishes. Having just witnessed a miracle, their faith was strong. Soon afterwards they get into a boat to cross a lake.
Jesus is not with them. A few miles out they run into a fierce storm and begin to panic. Jesus comes walking towards
them on the water. Initially they’re frightened and take him for a ghost. But he calms their fear by telling them, right
from the center of the storm, that he is not just Jesus but that he is God’s very presence.
Peter is immediately buoyed up in his faith and asks Jesus to let him too walk on the water. Jesus invites him to do so
and Peter gets out of the boat confidently and begins to walk on the water. But then, realizing what he was doing and the
incredulous nature of it, he immediately starts to sink, cries out for help, and Jesus has to reach out and rescue him
from drowning.
What we see illustrated here are two things that lie at the heart of our experience of faith, namely, that faith (literally)
has its ups and downs and that it works best when we don’t confuse it with our own powers.
Faith has its ups and downs: We see this, almost pictorially illustrated, in the incident of Peter walking on the water.
Initially his faith feels strong and he confidently steps onto the sea and begins to walk. But, almost immediately upon
realizing what he was doing, he starts to sink. Our own faith works exactly like that, at times it lets us walk on water and
at other times we sink like a stone. The gospel-image of Peter walking on the sea speaks for itself.
However if we feel discouraged because our faith vacillates in this way, we can take consolation from these words from
Julian of Norwich. Describing one of her visions, she writes: “After this He [Jesus] showed a most excellent spiritual
pleasure in my soul: | was completely filled with everlasting certainty, powerfully sustained without any painful fear.
This feeling was so joyful and so spiritual that | was wholly in peace and in repose and there was nothing on earth that
would have grieved me. This lasted only a while, and | was changed and left to myself in such sadness and weariness of
my life, and annoyance with myself that scarcely was | able to have patience to live. .. And immediately after this, our
Blessed Lord gave me again the comfort and the rest in my soul, in delight and in security so blissful and so powerful
that no fear, no sorrow, no bodily pain that could be suffered would have distressed me. And then pain showed again to
my feeling, and then the joy and delight, and now the one, and now the other, various times.” (Showings 15)
Julian of Norwich was a renowned mystic with an exceptional faith and, yet, like Peter, she too vacillated between
walking on water and sinking like a stone. Her confident feelings came - but they also left.
As well, faith works best when we don’t confuse it with our own efforts. For example, Donald Nichol, in his book,
Holiness, shares a story of a British missionary working in Africa. At one point, early on in his stay there, the missionary
was called upon to mediate a dispute between two tribes. He had no preparation for this, was naive, and totally out of
his depth. But he gave himself over to the task in faith and, surprisingly, reconciled the two tribes. Afterwards, buoyed
by this success, he began to fancy himself as mediator and began to present himself as an arbiter of disputes. But now,
however, his efforts were invariably unhelpful. Here’s the irony: when he didn’t know what he was doing, but trusted
solely in God, he was able to walk on water; as soon as he began to wrap himself in the process, he sank like a stone.
Faith works like that: We can walk on water only as long as we don’t think that we are doing it with our own strength.
The Sufi mystic, Rumi, once wrote that we live with a deep secret that sometimes we know, and then not, and then we
know it again. Faith works like that, some days we walk on water, other days we sink like a stone, and then later we walk
on water again. Ron Rolheiser OMI

Parish Priest Administration Officer
Fr. Franco Filipetto Melissa Cooper PARISH SCHOOLS COLLECTION
Assistant Priests o .

Admin Assistant ’s Ki 2 i i
Fr Bony Abraham AT s St Mary’s Kindergarten St Mary’s Primary School Assumption College
Fr Periya ALCP/OSS Director: Principal: Principal:
PSavarimuthu@twb.catholic.org.au PPC President/Chairman Marie Sullivan Emma Timmins Liisa Hammond
Resident Priests Justin Walsh Phone: 4667 2634 Phone: 4661 1872 Phone: 4660 4000
Fr. Terry Hickling SMWkindy@tckc.gld.edu.au smwarwick@twb.catholic.edu.au acwarwick@twb.catholic.edu.au
Fr. Brian Connolly Safeguarding Rep

Toni Cox



MASS TIMES

MASS THIS WEEKEND NEXT WEEKEND
THIS WEEKEND ROSTERS 28" & 29" June 5% & 6% July
28" & 29'" June
St Mary’s Ministries Vigil 5pm 8:30am Vigil 5pm 8:30am
Saturday 5pm
Sunday 8:30am . . .
Bell Ringers Paul Scerri Dave Carr Kevin Seaby Greg Brosnan
Karara .
Sunday 11am Welcomers PPC Members PPC Members im & Megan Pat Sheil
Kajewski
NEXT WEEKEND
5% & 6 July Altar Josh Malone & TBA Andrew & Andrea Marnie Roche
, Servers Tom Carey Curoopen
St Mary’s
Saturday 5pm hild
SEmEES7 e bem Children’s School Holidays School
Liturgy Holidays
Yangan
Saturday 6.00pm 1st Reader Pauline Stewart John Telfer Michael Sullivan John Telfer
Greymare i -
Sunday 10.00am 2nd Reader Mick Dwan Sally Hagley Bernice Fumess Maré/o\]oell(ne
Prayers of . . . . Margaret L n
WEEKDAY MASSES th:);:eaii:ful Michael Sullivan Pat Sheil Dianne Dawes argaret Lawto
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, Sat - 9am Tim & M Des & Cherv] Marv & Lvn Nobl Mara Traha
. im egan es er ar n Noble arg Trahair
Wed 7am Gifts . g. y yely g
Kajewski Cantwell
R lar M Tim l
eguiar Mass es could M Michael Gaff Pauline Stewart Tom Lawton
3 g : ary Bourke Ichael Gariney : A
change if there are any special Communion Pauline Stewart Marty Harris Brian Collins Paul Maher
celebrations for the week, please Ministers Brian Collins Mary Ruge Cheryl Collins Monica Maher
see inside the Bulletin for any
updates. Power Point Lachlar.1 & Pgtrlck Liisa Hammond Rose Felicity Madsen
Kajewski Walsh
Oakes: 1st Thursday 10.30am Michael. Rev & Val
Akooramak: 2nd Thursday Musician Kathleen Cuskelly | Michael, Rey + Val }If/laetg'lsee({]hf;ir ey
10.45am
St Mary’s Sunday 8:30am Money Group 6 — Mark Brennan Group 6 — Mark Brennan
Masses are live-streamed from Counters
St Mary’s on YouTube or the
website. OTHER WEEK COMMENCING WEEK COMMENCING
ROSTERS 29th June 6™ July
Reconciliation
AS/Iitsusrday Mornings 9:30am after Akooramak Bernice Furness/ Michael Dwan Sue Harris
Home . .
. Maria Ryan Maria Ryan
Communion
Cuppa and Bikkies after -II\_IL(;rnlng Margaret Waltisbuhl/ Val Murphy Des & Cheryl Cantwell

8.30 mass at Assisi l)ace
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If unable to perform your roster duty please arrange to swap with another
person on the roster. The office does not need to be informed of the swap.

Recently Deceased: Matthew Chandrankunnel, Leila Eades, Helen Petrie (Taroom), Denis Roche

Anniversaries: Steve Ryan, Michael & Ann McMahon, Robert Dawes, Pat Roche, Des Dwan, Vincent Ryan, Barbara O’'Dea, Denis

Ryan, Alexander Shadlow, Les & Connie Noye, Burt & Joyce Noye, Dorothy Clare Natoli, Chris Collins, Eric Ting, Adrian Dwan,
Mary, Tom, Noel and Val O’Dempsey, Colin King, Genara Bigcas, Ricardo Bigcas, Dexter Cruda, Norma Cruda, Cornelio Cruda
SR., Patricia Clare Holland, Phil Jacobsen, Claire O’Leary, Marie Brewer and all relatives and friends.

SICK: Frank Collins, Margaret Trahair, Ava St Henry (Gin Gin), Susie Stevens, Robert and Samira Cook, Cora Winter, Jessica

Warren, Terry Parker, Paul Cuskelly, Elizabeth English (Toowoomba), Tom Tully & Margaret Tully, Tanya Ketelaus, Pat Donnelly,
Bernard Roche, Debbie Cleary, Owen Bonney, Michael Kavanagh, Paul Ryan (BNE), Rylan Lean, Kierstan Farrell, John & Lyndell
O’Mara, John McMahon, Maurice Ryan, Joanne Small, Tom Willett, Mary & Douglas Hough, Karen Hynes, Michael Bunch (Bne),
Jack & Marie Beard, Barry Donnelly, Angela Gannon, Anthony White and residents of Akooramak, The Oaks, Churches of Christ
and patients at the Warwick Hospital.



PLAN GIVING

Please contact the office if you would like to set up a direciE c T EE———

payment via Fat Zebra.

This new application is managed in our office to take your 3
plan giving direct from your account or credit card.
Alternately, you can set it up by scanning the QR Code.

WEBSITE
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i ST MARY’S PRAYER FOR
PEACE DAY

Beginning after Mass on

Go to the Website, https://www.catholicparish.app/donate? Thursday July 3rd

id=001010000034HjilAE

click the Donate page, then select Click here to donate box. Thank you for the From gsoam tO 113oam
continued financial support of our parish through your giving.
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15TH MARCH 2026

JUMPERS AND JAZZ

DEVONSHIRE TEAS 2025

From Saturday 19*" July to Saturday 26 July,
St Mary'’s Parish is selling Devonshire Teas from
9:30 to 12 noon in Assisi Place.

We need people to volunteer for each day. No
baking is required as we are buying the scones.

If you are able to assist please contact the
Parish Office by 4" July and nominate the day
or days you are available to assist. A roster will
be drawn up detailing when your services will
be required. Please collect the roster from the
Parish Office after 15" July.

Thanking you in advance.

“A Big Thank You” from St Mary’s Parish Ladies
Thank you to those who attended our Soup Lunch
on Thursday 12", Even though it was the coldest
day for this winter, all seemed to enjoy the day.
On this day we celebrated 25 years since the first

meeting (6th June 2000) of
St Mary’s Parish Ladies. Many thanks.

St Vincent de Paul Society
GUEENSLAMD gond. wrks

The St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal during May and June this year
focuses on the housing crisis. Members of St Mary’s Conference,
Warwick are among the many Vincentians in the state who work

every day to try to provide food, clothing, sleeping bags, blankets,
referrals, a listening ear, accommodation. We thank you for your

generosity in past years and we will be most grateful for any
donations that are made this year. Envelopes are available at the
church entrances. Donations of over $2 are tax deductible so if you
require a receipt, please put your name and address in the envelope
with your donation. Donations can be made on-line via the St Vincent
de Paul Society Queensland website.

Cvent Program

Outdoor Precinct - Everyday - Yarnbombed trees, Scarves and Beanies on
the Fence

Street Music - Everyday 9:30 am - %4:30 pm
Church Towrs - Everyday 9:50 am - 4:50 pm
Jazz Masses - Saturday 19 July at 5:00 pm and Sunday 27* July at 8:30 am

Morning Teas - Saturday I19* July - Saturday 26" July 9:50 am - 12:00 pm

PARISH Parish Groups Meeting AT ASSUMPTION PLACE
The Parish Rosary is PASTORAL
i COUNCIL t itati i
said each day a half FIL-HAROMIX UNEI ;nsie S |Meditation Group meets on Fridays at 9am. Contact Mary 4661 9907

hour prior to Mass.

Except the 1st Saturday Choir practice | Tuesday of the |Father’s Prayer Group meets on Tuesdays from 4.00pm-5.0pm.

of the month when it

starts at 7.45am. Al SEIYRE D]

1st Sunday & month.

Contact Kev Seaby— 4661 3133

of each month.| PARISH FINANCE |LAY CARMELITES meet on 3rd Tuesday of each month at 10.00am.

Anyone who has COUNCIL meets |Contact Maria 0427 644 108
intentions or wish to join on the 4th
us are most welcome. Wednesday of the [Men Alive Group meets on Thursdays at 4.00pm-5.00pm. Contact: Paul
month 0412 115 618

Passionist Family il

Groups
If you are interested
in joining our groups
please contact
Marguerite 0411 092
841

Choir practice | Times for Private
4th Saturday of Prayer
each month at Tuesday and 4661 1107
9.45am in the |Thursday 3.45pm -
Church. 4.45pm

Mother’s Prayers Groups meet on Thursdays at 9.30am after Mass in

CHOIR Church Opening the church Maria 0427 644 108

Parish Ladies Group meets on 1st Tuesday of each month at 9.30am.
New members are warmly invited to join this group. Contact Bernice

Sychar Rural Library Service is available during Morning Tea on
Sundays.




Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles

First Reading Acts 12:1-11
Now | know it is indeed true: the Lord has
saved me from the power of Herod.

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 33:2-9

The Lord set me free from all my fears.

2Tim 4:6-8, 17-18
is the crown off

Second Reading
All that remains now
righteousness.

Gospel Acclamation Mt 16:18

Alleluia, alleluia!

ALL PARISH
VOLUNTEERS

If you are involved in a ministry or

PLANNED GVING

ENVELOPES
Please follow the sequence
that is printed on the
envelopes and do not start
giving with the new number
(2000+) envelopes until the
first weekend of July. Please
use your current envelopes
until the end of the financial
year.

volunteer in any capacity in the
church,
please collect a volunteer form
from the back of the church or the
office.

You are Peter, the rock on which | will buiod myI
Church; the gates of hell will not hold out
against it. I
Alleluia!

Gospel John 21: 15-19

You are Peter, and | will give you the keys
of the kingdom of heaven.

ISacramental Program will run:

O 1.9.9. 2025 Attention Knitters O

Wool is still available in the box
at the front of the church to knit
scarves and beanies for Jumpers and

2025 Sacramental

Program
St Mary's Parish Warwick

Jazz. Thank you for supporting our

First Communion - Term 3 for

Year 4 presentation.

The year level is only when the

Peter’s Pence

The Peter’s Pence Collection will take

place this Sunday 29" of June.

sacrament is usually celebrated
but children of different ages
can also join the preparation. If
you wish to enrol your

Bulletin Submission Deadlines
Please note that submissions must be submitted
prior to midday Thursday of each week to make
the weekend Bulletin. Please submit articles to

Donations can be made via the QR
codes on the posters in the church or
during Sunday Mass.

Mother’s Prayers - Praying for your
Children
Thursdays after Mass (9:30am)

All welcome to join our group.
Contact
Maria Ryan 0427644108
Judy Morrisey 0402506388
Maureen Greene 46614656
for further information.

BAPTISM IN ST MARY’S
We usually hold Baptism on the 2™ & 4*"
Sunday of the month, usually at 10am. There
is a mandatory preparation evening that
must be attended prior to the Baptism.

If you wish to plan a Baptism, please see
Harriet in the office for the necessary
documentation.

Contact:
warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au

child/children in the 2025
Sacramental Program please
contact the Parish Office
warwickparish@twb.catholic.org]

warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au

Fa

au or collect a registration form Friends

nip
Support SPRED'’s mission
of inclusion and joy for
adults with disabilities

from the office.
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For anyone wishing to

Cathalic Diocese of
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www.twb.catholic.org.au/donate

JUMPERS AND JAZZ -
VOLUNTEER MEETING

A meeting of co-ordinators and new and old
volunteers will be held on Saturday 28" June
at 4pm in the Assumption Place Meeting
Room. All parishioners are most welcome to
come along to discuss the event and add any
new ideas to showcase our beautiful parish.

join a family group -
please see the
brochures at the back
of the Church.
Alternately, please
pop into the office for

further information.
LIBRARY

Could those of you who have borrowed

Parish Dates

library books please return them

Winter Mass Times

Saturday 31st May - Saturday 30th Aug at 5pm

before the end of June, as | will be

Parish Centenary Celebrations

going up to Toowoomba to exchange

15th March 2026 them early in July. Thank you.

Prayer for Peace Day

Pat Sheil.

3" July

CHILD SAFE PARISH: Ours is a Child Safe Parish

-
fi ﬂﬁu"

All children, young persons and vulnerable adults, visiting or resident, have a right to feel safe
and be safe. If you are concerned by any form of abuse that is immediate, you should call 000.

A significant risk or harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable ground,
should immediately be raised with our Parish Safeguarding Officers. Toni Cox 0419 613 278




