
As I look around, especially while reaching out to young people, I notice three common tendencies in how many approach
religion today: religion as ecclesial liberalism, Religion within the limits of reason and religion as doctrines with no human
encounter. Ecclesial liberalism is the tendency to reduce the supernatural to the natural. Thus, Jesus, Resurrection, Holy Spirit,
Trinity, eternal life etc are replaced by social justice, cup of tea, yarn around fire etc. Unfortunately, I have come across priests
who struggle to talk about the Power of the Holy Spirit to transform lives. They didn’t have to be priests. They could have done
better by being a social worker, an activist etc.  Second is what philosopher Immanuel Kant called religion within the limits of
reason alone: religion reduced to being a good person. Be nice. Be decent. The third tendency is a version of religion obsessed
with the afterlife but detached from humanity. It speaks much of heaven, but rarely of the earth. It is fixated on rules and rituals
but often forgets the person in front of them. It tends to judge those who are different, often missing the deeper work of the
Spirit in the messiness of human lives.

My personal experience is this: The Holy Spirit, the spirit of God, who is active in our midst becomes a felt reality when we
wilfully become vulnerable to the presence of the Spirit. In other words, transcendental God becomes part of the story, and it is
experienced in our body, emotions and our soul as a lived reality.  My experience of the Holy Spirit was at a retreat in year 10. I
wept, but not out of sorrow. It was a joy. Peace. A bodily awareness of being known and loved. I was 16 then. I'm 43 now.
Though still weak and sinful, I’ve done life with the Holy Spirit ever since. And what a joyful adventure it has been.

I see how much the Spirit of God has worked on me, especially in three ways. The Spirit teaches us to cry out, “Abba, Father.”
This is salvation: not just a doctrine, but the Spirit whispering into the core of our being that we are free, forgiven, and deeply
loved in Christ. The Spirit shapes us into the best version of ourselves. This is sanctification: the quiet work of reordering our
desires, habits, and choices. The Spirit chisels away at what’s false and forgotten in us until the image of God emerges. The Spirit
also sends us out. This is our mission: He anoints us to serve, love, lead, and speak, often beyond our comfort zone, where
reliance on God becomes real.

Why would I go to Church or even pray, if I can’t believe God can do more than I can ask or imagine? I don’t need church or the
holy spirit to serve the poor, be a kind volunteer, or generous helper. But there is a deep desire in me, one that admits: there is
more. There is Someone higher, someone Holy, and He has a name, Jesus and He pours out His presence through the Spirit. This
is the breakthrough of the Holy Spirit into a seeking heart.  From the very beginning of Scripture (Genesis 1:1), we see the Spirit
of God hovering over the chaos, brooding gently, not with force, but with creative patience. This image reveals a profound truth:
the Spirit is primordially active in drawing us into the experience of God, not through control or certainty, but through the “willed
vulnerability” of humanity.  When we let go of performance and open ourselves in silence or prayerful unknowing, it is there,
precisely in our helplessness, that the Spirit begins to work.  Even when we “do not know how to pray as we ought” (Romans
8:26), that very admission becomes an entry point. Our inadequacy “clears space” for the Spirit to groan within us, praying
through us, reshaping us, and whispering the truth that we are beloved children of God (Romans 8:16). 
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Pentecost Sunday, Year CPentecost Sunday, Year C

Thank You!
A heartfelt thanks to everyone for

your prayers and support during Fr
Franco’s sabbatical. 
May God Bless You.

Fr Periya.

This is not abstract doctrine. It is a felt reality. The Holy Spirit is active drawing us to
the power of God calling us to live as children of God with power, love and self-control.
So let me say this: Yes, I’d like to be remembered as kind, generous, helpful. But more
than that—I want to be known as someone who has surrendered to the power of the
Holy Spirit, and who can do wonderful things through seemingly weak and broken
people. Come, Holy Spirit. Set our hearts on fire. Fr. B

Holy Spirit: the felt reality in our willed vulnerability 
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MASS
ROSTERS

 THIS WEEKEND 
7  & 8  Juneth th

NEXT WEEKEND
14  & 15  Juneth th

Ministries Vigil 5pm 8:30am Vigil 5pm 8:30am 

Bell Ringers Paul Scerri Dave Carr Paul Scerri Dave Carr

Welcomers Justin &
Marguerite Walsh 

Barry Scanlan Prince Family Paul Coghlan

Altar
Servers

Polly Young &
Charlotte Lawler

Felicity Madsen
Marnie Roche

Clare Wooding &
Charlotte Gabriel

Emira Paleracio

Children’s
Liturgy

Jenny McCray
    Sally Hagley

 
David & Margaret

Plummer

1st Reader Justin Walsh Sue Harris Marguerite Walsh Jill Hume

2nd Reader Pauline Stewart Paul McHardy Carmel Wooding Paul Coghlan

Prayers of
the Faithful Marguerite Walsh Michael Ryan Sharon Young John Telfer

Gifts Marie Stewart
Jonathan & Glendie

Cruda
Mary & Lyn Noble

Des & Cheryl
Cantwell

Communion
Ministers 

Mary Noble
Justin Walsh

Sharon Young

Pat Sheil
John Telfer

Emma Timmins

Lyn Noble
Dianne Dawes

Mary Noble

Maree Ryan
Jonathan Cruda

Sue Harris

Power Point Alby Young Filipino Community Polly Young Liisa Hammond

Musician Kathleen/ Men’s
Choir

Kathleen/
Fil-Harmonix

Embedded Music Michael, Rey + Val

Money
Counters Group 3 – Paul Maher Group 4 – Chris O’Brien

OTHER
ROSTERS 

WEEK COMMENCING 
7  Juneth

WEEK COMMENCING
15  Juneth

Akooramak Maree Ryan/ Pat Sheil Nea McGinness/ Mary Bourke

Home
Communion Len Doyle Fr Periya

Morning
Tea  Rita Seed/ Maureen Henry Lesley Grayson/ Maureen Greene

MASS TIMES  
THIS WEEKEND 
7  & 8  Juneth th

St Mary’s
Saturday 5pm 
Sunday 8:30am

Inglewood
Saturday 5:30pm

Killarney
Sunday 8.30am (Ecumenical)

NEXT WEEKEND 
14  & 15  Juneth th

St Mary’s
Saturday 5pm 
Sunday 8:30am

Yangan
Saturday 6pm

Gladfield
Sunday 10am

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, Sat - 9am
Wed 7am 

Regular Mass Times could
change if there are any special
celebrations for the week, please
see inside the Bulletin for any
updates. 

Oakes: 1st Thursday 10.30am
Akooramak: 2nd Thursday
10.45am
 

St Mary’s Sunday 8:30am
Masses are live-streamed from
St Mary’s on YouTube or the
website.
 

Reconciliation
Saturday Mornings 9:30am after
Mass

 
 

We pray for those...
Recently Deceased:  Erin Kempton (Oakey)

Anniversaries: Adrian Dwan, Mary, Tom, Noel and Val O’Dempsey, Colin King, Genara Bigcas, Ricardo Bigcas, Dexter Cruda,
Norma Cruda, Cornelio Cruda SR., Patricia Clare Holland, Phil Jacobsen, Claire O’Leary, Marie Brewer, Graham, Lavinia and
Peter Watt, and all relatives and friends.  
   

SICK: Frank Collins, Margaret Trahair, Ava St Henry (Gin Gin), Susie Stevens, Robert and Samira Cook, Cora Winter, Jessica
Warren, Terry Parker, Paul Cuskelly, Elizabeth English (Toowoomba), Tom Tully & Margaret Tully, Tanya Ketelaus, Pat
Donnelly, Bernard Roche, Debbie Cleary, Owen Bonney, Michael Kavanagh, Paul Ryan (BNE), Rylan Lean, Kierstan Farrell,
John & Lyndell O’Mara, John McMahon, Maurice Ryan, Joanne Small, Tom Willett, Mary & Douglas Hough, Karen Hynes,
Michael Bunch (Bne), Jack & Marie Beard, Barry Donnelly, Angela Gannon, Anthony White and residents of Akooramak, The
Oaks, Churches of Christ and patients at the Warwick Hospital.                                                                                                              

If unable to perform your roster duty please arrange to swap with another
person on the roster. The office does not need to be informed of the swap.

Cuppa and Bikkies  after
8.30 mass at Assisi place 



JJJ ST MARY’S TALENT QUEST
As we may be too shy, or too busy to
perform for the proposed talent quest on
Saturday 26  July, we have CANCELLED it
this year. Just think about your talents and
we may try again next year. If you can, get
involved with other St Mary’s J.J.J.
activities this year. God Bless.

th

The Parish Rosary is
said each day a half
hour prior to Mass.

Except the 1st Saturday
of the month when it

starts at 7.45am.
Anyone who has

intentions or wish to join
us are most welcome.

FIL-HAROMIX
Choir practice
1st Sunday &
2nd Saturday

of each month.

PARISH
PASTORAL

COUNCIL meets
on the 1st

Tuesday of the
month.

 
PARISH FINANCE
COUNCIL meets

on the 4th
Wednesday of the

month

Parish Groups Meeting AT ASSUMPTION PLACE 

Meditation Group meets on Fridays at 9am. Contact Mary 4661 9907
 
Father’s Prayer Group meets on Tuesdays from 4.00pm-5.0pm.
Contact Kev Seaby— 4661 3133
 
LAY CARMELITES meet on 3rd Tuesday of each month at 10.00am.
Contact Maria 0427 644 108
 
Men Alive Group meets on Thursdays at 4.00pm-5.00pm. Contact: Paul
0412 115 618

Mother’s Prayers Groups meet on Thursdays at 9.30am after Mass in
the church Maria 0427 644 108 

Parish ladies group meets on 1st Tuesday of each month at 9.30am.
New members are warmly invited to join this group. Contact Bernice
4661 1107

Sychar Rural Library Service is available during Morning Tea on
Sundays.

Passionist Family
Groups 

If you are interested
in joining our groups

please contact
Marguerite 0411 092

841

CHURCH
CHOIR

Choir practice
4th Saturday of
each month at
9.45am in the

Church.

Church Opening
Times for Private

Prayer
Tuesday and

Thursday 3.45pm -
4.45pm

St Mary’s Parish Ladies - 25 Years

On 6  June 2000, Parish Ladies had their first
meeting. They were previously the 

th

Catholic Daughters.

St Mary’s Parish Ladies Lunch - 

CHANGE OF DATE

Due to unforeseen circumstances,  St Mary’s
Parish Ladies are having lunch at Assisi Place

from 11:30AM Thursday 12  June.th

All invited. For catering numbers, please phone
Maria Ryan 0427 644 108 or

Mary Henningsen 0429 656 025
by the 10  of Juneth

BLUE CARD CHECKS
Our Parish is updating our records to record necessary blue card
holders. The office has contacted volunteers that require a blue
card or exemption. On Fr Franco’s return we will submit all
required police checks. Parishioners are not required to apply for
their own police checks.

PLANNED GIVING
Please contact the office if you would like to set up a direct
payment via Fat Zebra. 
This new application is managed in our office to take your plan
giving direct from your account or credit card. Alternately, you
can set it up by scanning the QR Code.
 WEBSITE
Go to the Website, https://www.catholicparish.app/donate?id=001Ol0000034HjiIAE
click the Donate page, then select Click here to donate box. Thank you for the continued
financial support of our parish through your giving.

YOUTH GROUP
7 Episode Program - The Search, By Formed and Led by Fr Bony

Finding the Meaning of L ife.
WEDNESDAYS 6.00PM FOR A 7PM START. 

          - What Do You Seek              - Who Are You             - Why A God
          - What’s Our Story                 - Who Is Jesus            - Am I Saved
                                                      - Why A Church

From Yr 11 onwards  - All Welcome!  Begins 30 April 2025.

We welcome into our 

Parish Community through the

Sacrament of Baptism 

Dustin Clive Springate

(son of Casey and Kate) 



Parish Dates 

Winter Mass Times Saturday 31st May - Saturday 30th Aug at 5pm

Parish Centenary Celebrations 15th March 2026

FAMILY GROUPS

For anyone wishing
to join a family

group - please see
the brochures at the
back of the Church.
Alternately, please
pop into the office

for further
information.

Bulletin Submission Deadlines:
Please note that submissions must be

submitted prior to midday Thursday of
each week to make the weekend Bulletin

First Reading                              Acts 2:1-11 
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit,
and began to speak different languages.

Responsorial Psalm      Ps 103:1, 24, 29-31
Response: Lord, send out your Spirit and
renew the face of the earth.

Second Reading                         Rom 8:8-17
Everyone moved by the Spirit is a son of
God.

Gospel Acclamation                
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your
faithful and kindle in them the fire of your
love.
Alleluia!

Gospel                            Jn 14:15-16, 23-26
The Holy Spirit will teach you everything.

PENTECOST SUNDAY, YEAR C

CHILD SAFE PARISH: Ours is a Child Safe Parish
 All children, young persons and vulnerable adults, visiting or resident, have a right to feel safe
and be safe. If you are concerned by any form of abuse that is immediate, you should call 000.
A significant risk or harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable ground,
should immediately be raised with our Parish Safeguarding Officers. Toni Cox 0419 613 278 

 

ALL PARISH
VOLUNTEERS

If you are involved in a ministry or
volunteer in any capacity in the

church, please collect a
volunteer form from the back of

the church or the office.Mother’s Prayers - Praying for your
Children

Thursdays after Mass (9:30am) 
All welcome to join our group.

Contact 
Maria Ryan 0427644108
Judy Morrisey 0402506388
Maureen Greene 46614656
for further information.

ST. MARY’S PARISH WARWICK CENETENARY CELEBRATIONS
15TH MARCH 2026

2025 Sacramental Program 
St Mary's Parish Warwick Sacramental
Program will run:

First Communion - Term 3 for Year 4

The year level is only when the
sacrament is usually celebrated but
children of different ages can also join
the preparation. If you wish to enrol
your child/children in the 2025
Sacramental Program please contact
the Parish Office
warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au or
collect a registration form from the
office.
 

BAPTISM IN ST
MARY’S

We usually hold Baptism
on the 2  & 4  Sunday
of the month, usually at

10am. There is a
mandatory preparation

evening that must be
attended prior to the

Baptism. 

nd th

If you wish to plan a
Baptism, please see

Harriet in the office for
the necessary

documentation.
Contact:
harriet@smpw.org.au

RSVP for Ordination by the 25  Juneth

Please RSVP at the office if you are

attending BJ Perrett’s Ordination.

Thursday, 3 July at 6.30pm

at St Patrick’s Cathedral.

This will help with catering for the

supper afterward.

 

                

The St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal during May and June this year focuses on the housing crisis

which has left 122,000 people in Australia experiencing homelessness including 22,000

Queenslanders sleeping rough every night.  Members of St Mary’s Conference, Warwick are

among the many Vincentians in the state who work every day to try to provide food, clothing,

sleeping bags, blankets, referrals, a listening ear, accommodation (if possible), and early

intervention to prevent the loss of a home.  People of all ages and backgrounds are susceptible to

experiencing homelessness if their circumstances change, often without warning. We thank you

for your generosity in past years and we will be most grateful for any donations that are made

this year.  Envelopes are available at the church entrances.  Donations of over $2 are tax

deductable so if you require a receipt, please put your name and address in the envelope with

your donation.  Donations can be made on-line via the St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland

website.  

J.J.J. 2025 Attention Knitters
Wool is still available in the box

at the front of the church to
knit scarves and beanies for

Jumpers and Jazz. Thank you
for supporting our

presentation.


