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163 Palmerin Street (via . Office Hours:Tue-Fri
Church car park, Acacia Ascension of the Lord, Year C 8.30am-4pm
Avenue) Warwick. 31st May and 1st June 2025

Upward Calling
Almost every day, | video call my mum. It’s one of the highlights of my day. There’s nothing quite as satisfying as seeing her
smile and watching her futile attempt to pinch my cheek on the screen. Sometimes, | try to imitate my dad — mimicking his
voice, even the tone he used when he’d call out to her as he came home from work. I'll greet her with that familiar call, the one
she heard for years. And every time, it lights her up. But this past Tuesday, that little antic of mine didn’t make her laugh.
Instead, her eyes welled up. She broke down and said, “I miss you. | just want to see you.”

That moment pierced something deep in me. | felt her ache — the ache of love tangled with the reality of distance. | wanted to
comfort her, to say, “Don’t cry, I'll come soon.” But we both knew it wasn’t that simple. Later, my brother called after hearing
Mum was emotional. He gently asked if I'd ever consider returning to be a priest in India. | told him, “I can live anywhere as a
priest. But | left everything, including Mum, not because | love her any less, but because of the mission the Lord has entrusted
to me. | am living the life God has called me to, thousands of kilometres away from where | began.”

It’s a universal experience: every mother and father must eventually let go of their children. Every child, in time, leaves home,
whether they move to Toowoomba or Brisbane for university to study, to work, to find love, or to forge a life of their own.
When that moment comes, it stirs something deep in us. It echoes what psychologists call attachment trauma or separation
anxiety — that deep-rooted fear that presence means safety, and absence might mean abandonment. But life teaches us
something richer: When our children leave, we don’t love them less but we love them differently. Our roles shift. We move
from being providers to being guides, from managers of their day-to-day to mentors who see the bigger picture. We become a
quiet, steady presence — a haven they know they can always return to. They begin to build on the foundations we laid. They
step into their own identity. They embrace their mission in life. And here lies the paradox of love: Letting go doesn’t weaken
love, it deepens it. Absence doesn’t erase presence, sometimes it reveals it.

In light of these experiences, the feast of Ascension we celebrate this Sunday isn’t abstract; it’s deeply human and profoundly
relatable. The disciples had been with Jesus. They had eaten with Him, walked with Him, seen His wounds, and even touched
His risen body. And now, He goes. Taken up. Out of their sight. But spiritually and theologically feast of ascension means that
now we know the path of upward calling and our destiny is revealed to us in Christ. We begin to hunger and thirst for
communion with God who is drawing us into the communion of Trinity. We identify this hunger in us through the spirit of Jesus
who is at work within us.

Ascension is not a feast of Christ’s absence, but it is a feast of our identity and mission and the celebrationof the radical
presence of the Holy Spirit with us. We have an upward aim now; the union with God who paved the way on the cross to his
bosom. The road He walked — the way of the Cross — has become the path to communion with the Father, a path we are now
invited to walk. We are not alone in this upward movement. The holy spirit becomes our Advocate (John 14:16), Comforter (2
Corinthians 1:3-5), Spirit of Truth (John 16:13), Seal and Guarantee of Our Inheritance (Ephesians 1:13—14) and our intercessor
(Romans 8:26-27). In these functions of the Holy Spirit, God is radically present to his children just like a parent is present to
his or her adult children as a guide, supporter, mentor and haven. This is our spiritual maturity: to move from holding onto
Jesus with our hands to becoming His Body with our lives. Let us look at the world with the eyes of Christ. Let us not mourn His
absence, but marvel at His trust. For He has gone — not to escape us — but to be in us, to work through us, and to prepare a
place for us, drawing all things toward the Father.
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MASS TIMES

THIS WEEKEND
31°" May & 1°" June
St Mary’s
Saturday 5pm
Sunday 8:30am

Yangan
Saturday 6pm

Greymare
Sunday 10am

NEXT WEEKEND
7" & 8" June

St Mary’s
Saturday 5pm
Sunday 8:30am

Inglewood
Saturday 5:30pm

Killarney
Sunday 8.30am (Ecumenical)

WEEKDAY MASSES
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, Sat - 9am
Wed 7am

Regular Mass Times could
change if there are any special
celebrations for the week, please
see inside the Bulletin for any
updates.

Oakes: 1st Thursday 10.30am

Akooramak: 2nd Thursday
10.45am

St Mary’s Sunday 8:30am
Masses are live-streamed from
St Mary’s on YouTube or the
website.

Reconciliation

Saturday Mornings 9:30am after
Mass

Cuppa and Bikkies after
8.30 mass at Assisi l)ace
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Phyllis Creswell, Chris Wallace

Recently Decease

Ministers

Bernice Furness

Barry Scanlan

Sharon Young

MASS THIS WEEKEND NEXT WEEKEND

ROSTERS 31" May & 1° June 7" & 8" June

Ministries Vigil 5pm 8:30am Vigil 5pm 8:30am

Bell Ringers | Vince Hemmings Dave Carr Paul Scerri Dave Carr

Tim & Megan Justin &

Welcomers Kajewski Dave Carr Marguerite Walsh Barry Scanlan

Altar Lachlan & Patrick L Polly Young & Felicity Madsen

Servers Kajewski Victoria McHardy Charlotte Lawler Marnie Roche

Children’s Emma Timmins Jenny McCray

Liturgy Liisa Hammond Sally Hagley

1st Reader Mick Dwan Mary Goyne Justin Walsh Sue Harris

2nd Reader |Margaret Plummer TBA Pauline Stewart Paul McHardy

Prayers of . : . .

the Faithful Justin Walsh Jill Hume Marguerite Walsh Michael Ryan

Gifts Brian & Mary McHardy Family Marie Stewart Jonathan & Glendie
Bourke Cruda

. Dianne Dawes Paul Maher Mary Noble Pat Sheil
Communion Cheryl Collins Monica Maher Justin Walsh John Telfer

Emma Timmins

Power Point

Rose Walsh

Gemma King

Alby Young

Filipino Community

Communion

Maree Ryan

Musician Kathleen Cuskelly | Michael, Rey & Val Kathleen/.Men S Kathleen/ .F”_
Choir Harmonix
Money Group 2 — Gerry Morrise Group 3 — Paul Maher
Counters P y y P
OTHER WEEK COMMENCING WEEK COMMENCING
ROSTERS 1%t June 7" June
Akooramak David Moran + John Telfer Maree Ryan/ Pat Sheil
Home

Len Doyle

Morning
Tea

Orana Family

Rita Seed/ Maureen Henry

If unable to perform your roster duty please arrange to swap with another

person on the roster. The office does not need to be informed of the swap.

Anniversaries: Phil Jacobsen, Claire O’Leary, Marie Brewer, Graham, Lavinia and Peter Watt, Noela Booth, Gregory Canavan,
Millicent Browne, Bill Browne, Madeleine King, James Patrick King (Pat), Elizabeth Ipil, John Forkan, Darrell Carey, Lil Nolan,

and all relatives and friends.

SICK: Margaret Trahair, Ava St Henry (Gin Gin), Susie Stevens, Robert and Samira Cook, Cora Winter, Jessica Warren, Terry
Parker, Paul Cuskelly, Erin Kempton (Oakey), Elizabeth English (Toowoomba), Tom Tully & Margaret Tully, Tanya Ketelaus, Pat
Donnelly, Bernard Roche, Debbie Cleary, Owen Bonney, Michael Kavanagh, Paul Ryan (BNE), Rylan Lean, Kierstan Farrell,
John & Lyndell O’Mara, John McMahon, Maurice Ryan, Joanne Small, Tom Willett, Mary & Douglas Hough, Karen Hynes,
Michael Bunch (Bne), Jack & Marie Beard, Barry Donnelly, Angela Gannon, Anthony White and residents of Akooramak, The
Oaks, Churches of Christ and patients at the Warwick Hospital.
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= 7 DONATIONS

The St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal during May and June this year focuses on the housing crisis

which has left 122,000 people in Australia experiencing homelessness including 22,000 $3,0006O was collected and pald
Queenslanders sleeping rough every night. Members of St Mary’s Conference, Warwick are among to Caritas in St Mary’s COlleCtionS
the many Vincentians in the state who work every day to try to provide food, clothing, sleeping .

over the Easter period.

WINTER MASS TIMES _\\%
il

homelessness if their circumstances change, often without warning. We thank you for your From Saturday the 31st May unt

generosity in past years and we will be most grateful for any donations that are made this year. Saturday the 30th August Saturday
J
Envelopes are available at the church entrances. Donations of over $2 are tax deductable so if you

bags, blankets, referrals, a listening ear, accommodation (if possible), and early intervention to

prevent the loss of a home. People of all ages and backgrounds are susceptible to experiencing

Night Mass will be moved to winter
hours and will commence at 5 pm.
Funeral Notices

Deutante Ball Tickets Chris Wallace

Deb Ball tickets are now available. Please contact the debutante ball committee.
Prices are: Thursday 5™ June at 1.30pm

Adults $50 Secondary students: $15 Primary students: $10 St Mary’s Church

J3.9.9. 2025 Attention Knitters O o ./
As we move into our preparations for this years festival, there has been two boxes St mw 8 Panush Ladies Lunch -

placed at the front entrance of the church - one with wool in, for you to collect, the Cﬂﬂ‘ngz COF DATE
other to contain your finished products of beanies and scarves. Thank you for c
Due to unforeseen circumstances,
St Mary’s Parish Ladies are having
lunch at Assisi Place from 11:30AM
Thursday 12" June.

require a receipt, please put your name and address in the envelope with your donation. Donations

can be made on-line via the St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland website.

supporting our presentation.

PLANNED GIVING

Please contact the office if you would like to set up a direct payment

via Fat Zebra.

This new application is managed in our office to take your plan e 8 .
nis NEW app 8 . youre All invited. For catering numbers,

giving direct from your account or credit card. Alternately, you can

set it up by scanning the QR Code. please phone
EESINE Bernice Furness 0444513794 or

Go to the Website, https://www.catholicparish.app/donate?id=001OIOOOOO34HjiIA;/\ Mary Henningsen 0429656025

click the Donate page, then select Click here to donate box. Thank you for the .
continued financial support of our parish through your giving. W by the 10" ofjune

YOUTH GROUP

7 Episode Program - The Search, By Formed and Led by Fr Bony
Finding the Meaning of Life.
WEDNESDAYS 6.00PM FOR A 7PM START.
- What Do You Seek - Who Are You - Why A God
- What’s Our Story - Who Is Jesus - Am | Saved
- Why A Church
From Yr 11 onwards - All Welcome! Begins 30 April 2025.

PARISH Parish Groups Meeting AT ASSUMPTION PLACE
The Parish Rosary is PASTORAL
said each day a half COUNCIL meets |Meditation Group meets on Fridays at 9am. Contact Mary 4661 9907
: FIL-HAROMIX the 1st
hour prior to Mass. : : om unE 1
Except the 1st Saturday Choir practice Tuesday of the |Father’s Prayer Group meets on Tuesdays from 4.00pm-5.0pm.
1st Sunday & month. Contact Kev Seaby— 4661 3133

of the month when it
tarts at 7.45 2nd Saturday
SIS L /AREIM: of each month.| PARISH FINANCE (LAY CARMELITES meet on 3rd Tuesday of each month at 10.00am.

Anyone who has COUNCIL meets |Contact Maria 0427 644 108
intentions or wish to join on the 4th
us are most welcome. Wednesday of the [Men Alive Group meets on Thursdays at 4.00pm-5.00pm. Contact: Paul
month 0412 115618
L. . CHURCH Mother’s Prayers Groups meet on Thursdays at 9.30am after Mass in
Pass'g:‘;ztp';am"y CHOIR Church Opening |the church Maria 0427 644 108

Choi ti Ti for Privat . q
ofr practice 1 1imes for Frivate | vish ladies group meets on 1st Tuesday of each month at 9.30am.

4th Saturday of IR E New members are warmly invited to join this group. Contact Bernice
each month at Tuesday and 4661 1107

9.45am in the |Thursday 3.45pm -
Church. 4.45pm Sychar Rural Library Service is available during Morning Tea on
Sundays.

If you are interested
in joining our groups
please contact
Marguerite 0411 092
841




ASCENSION OF THE LORD, YEAR C

First Reading Acts 1:1-11
Why are you standing here looking into the
sky? Jesus has been taken into heaven.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 46:2-3, 6-9
Response: God mounts his throne to
shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the
Lord.

Second Reading Eph 1:17-23
He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in
heaven.

Gospel Acclamation Mt 28:19, 20

Alleluia, alleluia!

Go and teach all people my gospel. | am with
you always, until the end of the world.
Alleluia!

Gospel Lk 24:46-53
While blessing them, he was taken to
heaven.

Mother’s Prayers - Praying for
your Children
Thursdays after Mass (9:30am)

All welcome to join our group.
Contact
Maria Ryan 0427644108
Judy Morrisey 0402506388
Maureen Greene 46614656
for further information.

ALL PARISH VOLUNTEERS

If you are involved in a ministry or
volunteer in any capacity in the church,
please collect a volunteer form from

the back of the church or the office.
Choir for Ordination

If you love to sing, St Pat’s invites you to join
them for the Ordination of BJ Perrett on

Thursday 3 July at 6.30pm. Choir practice begins

at 6.30pm on Thursday 5 June at St Patrick’s
Cathedral (enter via Neil St). Please phone
Vicky Cocozza on 0428 781 209 if you would like
to join.
ST. MARY’S PARISH WARWICK
CENETENARY CELEBRATIONS
15TH MARCH 2026

9

1@& St Many’s DeCutante Ball
7 satunday Fth June 2025

Blue cards

Our Parish is updating our

records to record all
necessary blue card
holders.

Our office has contacted
all volunteers that are
required to submit their
blue card, exemption or
teacher registration.

1025 §M/”7/M~Mvﬁ P%WM

St Mary's Parish Warwick Sacramental Program will run:

BAPTISM IN ST MARY’S

We usually hold Baptism on the
2" & 4 Sunday of the month,
usually at 10am. There is a
mandatory preparation evening
that must be attended prior to
the Baptism.

If you wish to plan a Baptism,
please see Harriet in the office
for the necessary
documentation.
Contact: harriet@®smpw.org.au

el

First Communion - Term 3 for Year 4

The year level is only when

the sacrament is usually

celebrated but children of different ages can also join the
preparation. If you wish to enrol your child/children in the

2025 Sacramental Program

please contact the Parish Office

warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au or collect a registration

form from the office.

oA MiLg aROUPS

For anyone wishing
to join a family
group - please see
the brochures at the
back of the Church.
Alternately, please
pop into the office
cp for further
il "information.

Parish Dates

Winter Mass Times

Saturday 31st May - Saturday 30th Aug at 5pm

Confirmation

Friday 6 June at 6pm

St Mary's Debutante Ball

Saturday 7th June at 7pm

Parish Centenary Celebrations

15th March 2026

Support SPRED’s mission
of inclusion and joy for
adults with disabilities

Catholic Diocese of
% T0OWOOiiBA <2

VOLUNTEERS 2025
JUMPERS AND JAZZ

Please inform the Parish Office if you
would like to be involved as a
volunteer during Jumpers and Jazz.
Our WONDERFUL past volunteers have
done a terrific job. Any NEW
PARISHIONERS are most welcome.
THANK YOU and GOD BLESS.

Bulletin Submission Deadlines:

Please note that submissions must be
submitted prior to midday Thursday of

each week to make the weekend Bulletin

CHILD SAFE PARISH: Ours is a Child Safe Parish

-
f ﬂﬁu"

All children, young persons and vulnerable adults, visiting or resident, have a right to feel safe
and be safe. If you are concerned by any form of abuse that is immediate, you should call 000.
A significant risk or harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable ground,

should immediately be raised with our Parish Safeguarding Officers. Toni Cox 0419 613 278



