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Not a Cult but a Communion
Recently | was listening to a podcast where someone was describing what defines a ‘cult.” They said a useful definition of a

cult is any group that won'’t let you leave with your dignity intact. It’s a shaming and shunning kind of group. And as | was
reflecting on this Sunday’s Gospel (John 21:1-19), | couldn’t help but think—what Jesus is doing here with the apostles is
the exact opposite of that. If a cult is a group that won’t let you leave with your dignity, then what Jesus is shaping at this
moment is a communion—a community that restores dignity, rebuilds trust and reawakens a sense of mission.

Mary, the disciples and the close friend of Jesus had a rough week when Jesus trialled, persecuted and thereafter
crucified to death. They must have gone through horrific trauma—carrying the weight of personal disappointment for
having abandoned Jesus, the frustration of seeing all their hopes and expectations of Him come crashing down, and the
vicarious trauma of watching His agonising, shameful, and lonely death unfold before their eyes. The anger, the fear, the
helplessness, the loss—it was all there, tangled together. So much to feel. So much to name. Peter and the gang were not
just grieving the death of Jesus but they were grieving their collapse: the denial, the abandonment and subsequent
disillusionment.

Then we read in the Gospel story Peter saying, “l am going fishing” and that they caught nothing. ‘I am going fishing’, is an
archetypal cry of Peter declaring “I am sick of forging forward with hope, | may rather go back to my comfort zone and be
limited to what | know and safe”. It is the moment many of us reach after loss, burnout, or shame: a return to what’s
familiar, because hope feels like too much to carry.

In a cult or toxic community or family or school for that matter, any institution Peter and other disciples would have
confronted harshly. Peter had failed publicly. Denied Jesus three times. By the world’s logic, he should have been
sidelined. By the logic of shame, he should have withdrawn and kept quiet. But on that morning, after a night of nothing,
Jesus appears not with rebuke, but with relationship. He builds a fire—not to burn bridges, but to warm hearts. He shares
a meal—not to assert power, but to offer friendship.

This is what makes the Church different, it is not a cult but a communion. A church that functions like a cult becomes
chained to rules and rituals—so tightly bound that breaking even the smallest of them causes panic among its leaders. In
such a setting, blind obedience is praised, and rigid adherence to empty rituals is mistaken for holiness. What was meant
to be life-giving becomes suffocating, as the spirit is lost in the obsession with control. | fear some of our emerging black
cassock-wearing young priests are advocates of cult rather than community and communion.

A communion is a space where: Failure isn’t fatal, grace is stronger than guilt and tragedies become blessings in disguise
to propel one to complete dedication to the call placed on that person’s life. The Church—when it lives like this—is not a
controlling institution, but an intimate encounter. A place where the risen Lord stands on the shore of our lives, calls us by
name and feeds us again and again through Eucharist with love that dignifies and sends us forth. As a catholic priest it is
my regret that we all know people who have walked away from faith communities and parishes because they felt judged,
silenced or shamed. The Church is not meant to be a cult that clings to people in fear. It is a communion that frees people

in love. Let us continue to make it a place of communion. Fr.B
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MASS TIMES

THIS WEEKEND MASS THIS WEEKEND NEXT WEEKEND
3rd & 4th May 2025 ROSTERS 3rd & 4th May 10th & 11th May
St Mary’s
Saturday 6pm Ministries Vigil 6pm 8:30am Vigil 6pm 8:30am
Sunday 8:30am
Bell Ringers | Vince Hemmings Mal Brownlie Vince Mal Brownlie
Greymare g 9 Hemmings
Sunday 10am
Welcomers DamlinofnSharon Paul Coghlan (SFhZTo”ri/ \l\(/loausr;s ) Val Gray
NEXT WEEKEND g g
10th & 11th May 2025 | _ N
St Mary’s Altar Clare Wooding & S Felicity Madsen
Saturday 6pm Servers Charlotte Gabriel Victoria McHardy Albert Young Marnie Roche
Sunday 8:30am
Children's Liisa Hammond MJ Cook
Inglewood Liturgy Margaret Plummer Sharon Young
Saturday 5:30pm
1st Reader Carmel Wooding Sally Hagley Family Mass Filipino Community
(Sharon Young)
WEEKDAY MASSES
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, Sat - 9am . . . i . .
2nd Reader | Marguerite Walsh Emma Timmins Family Mass Filipino Community
Wed 7am (Sharon Young)
Regular Mass Times could Prayersof | o nice Furmess | Michael Gaffney Family Mass Filipino Community
. . the Faithful (Sharon Young)
change if there are any special
celebrations for the week, please Gifts T”‘; & Melg(;.an Deé &t\(/:vhirw SFhamlly\l\(/Iass Filipino Community
see inside the Bulletin for any ajewski antwe (Sharon Young)
updates. i i
P Communion| Cheryl Collins John 'Ifelfe.r Bernice Furness Jonathan Cruda
Mini Justin Walsh Emma Timmins Dianne Dawes Sue Harris
Oakes: 1st Thursday 10.30am Inisters Sharon Young Maree Ryan Mary Noble Liisa Hammond
Akooramak: 2nd Thursday
(02 Sl Power Point Rose Walsh Gemma King Polly Young Filipino Community
St Mary’s Sunday 8:30am
Masses are live-streamed from St ; _
Mary’s on YouTube or the Musician Men’s Choir Michael, Rey & Val Fa.m”y Mass Kathleen/ .
; Music Embedded Fil-Harmonix
website.
Reconciliation :\:Ilonety Group 4 — Chris O'Brien Group 5 — Vince Hemmings
Saturday Mornings 9:30am after ounters
Mass
OTHER WEEK COMMENCING WEEK COMMENCING
Feast Days ROSTERS 4th May 11th May
Sat 3" May
Sts Philip and James ) )
Akooramak Nea McGinness + Mary Bourke Mick Gaffney + Carolyn Abood
Home . . .
. Patti Hemmings Maria Ryan
e e Communion
Cuppa and Bikkies after -
8.30 mass at Assisi l)ace Me(;rnlng Val Gray + Maree Ryan Filipino Community (Leleth)
AR I-F unable to perform your roster duty please arrange to swap with another

\

Recently Deceased: Pope Francis

person on the roster. The office does not need to be informed of the swap.

Anniversaries: Gregory Canavan, Millicent Browne, Bill Browne, Madeleine King, James Patrick King (Pat), Elizabeth Ipil, John
Forkan, Darrell Carey, Lil Nolan, and all relatives and friends.

SICK: Susie Stevens, Robert and Samira Cook, Cora Winter, Jessica Warren, Terry Parker, Paul Cuskelly, Erin Kempton
(Oakey), Elizabeth English (Toowoomba), Tom Tully & Margaret Tully, Tanya Ketelaus, Pat Donnelly, Bernard Roche, Debbie
Cleary, Owen Bonney, Michael Kavanagh, Paul Ryan (BNE), Rylan Lean, Kierstan Farrell, John & Lyndell O’'Mara, John

McMahon, Maurice Ryan, Joanne Small, Tom Willett, Mary & Douglas Hough, Karen Hynes, Michael Bunch (Bne), Jack & Marie
Beard, Barry Donnelly, Angela Gannon, Anthony White and residents of Akooramak, The Oaks, Churches of Christ and patients
at the Warwick Hospital.



“ST MARY’S GOT TALENT NIGHT”
We are proposing to have a Talent Night on Saturday Night the 26" of July after 5pm
Mass from 6:30pm until 11pm.

This is billed as a FUN NIGHT for our St Mary’'s Community. If you have any talent (or no
talent at all) to get up on stage and entertain our friends and family for a couple of
minutes, we would love you to be involved. This could be ANYTHING (singing, dancing,
poetry, comedy skit, juggling, instrumental, line dancing with your friends... whatever
you think you can do). After making your decision, alone or grouped, please give your
name, contact number and item description to the Parish Office by the 30'" of May.

Fr Franco may be contacted by text
message only on his mobile while he is

We would love to have you involved.

overseas: +61413591843

PLANNED GIVING

In June new plan giving envelopes will be distributed. As we

need to order envelopes in a run, new numbers will be
allocated to all envelope plan giving. Please contact the

office if you would prefer to set up a direct payment via Fat
Zebra. This new application is managed in our office to take
your plan giving direct from your account or credit card.

Alternately, you can set it up by scanning the QR Code.

WEBSITE

Go to the Website, https://www.catholicparish.app/donate?

id=001010000034HjilAE

click the Donate page, then select Click here to donate box. Thank you for the
continued financial support of our parish through your giving.

- What Do You Seek

- What's Our Story
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ST. MARY’S PARISH WARWICK

St Many’s DeGutante
Ball

Satunday Fth June ///

2025 _
Bulletin Submission
Deadlines: %
Please note that submissions must be
submitted prior to midday Thursday of
each week to make the weekend
Bulletin

YOUTH GROUP

7 Episode Program - The Search, By Formed and Led by Fr Bony
Finding the Meaning of Life.

WEDNESDAYS 6.00PM FOR A 7PM START.

- Who Are You
- Who Is Jesus

- Why A God
- Am | Saved

- Why A Church
From Yr 11 onwards - All Welcome! Begins 30 April 2025.

The Parish Rosary is
said each day a half
hour prior to Mass.

Except the 1st Saturday
of the month when it
starts at 7.45am.
Anyone who has
intentions or wish to join
us are most welcome.

FIL-HAROMIX
Choir practice
1st Sunday &
2nd Saturday
of each month.

PARISH
PASTORAL
COUNCIL meets
on the 1st
Tuesday of the
month.

PARISH FINANCE
COUNCIL meets
on the 4th
Wednesday of the
month

Passionist Family
Groups
If you are interested
in joining our groups
please contact
Marguerite 0411 092
841

CHURCH
CHOIR
Choir practice
4th Saturday of
each month at
9.45am in the
Church.

Church Opening
Times for Private
Prayer
Tuesday and
Thursday 3.45pm -
4.45pm

Parish Groups Meeting AT ASSUMPTION PLACE
Meditation Group meets on Fridays at 9am. Contact Mary 4661 9907

Father’s Prayer Group meets on Tuesdays from 4.00pm-5.0pm.
Contact Kev Seaby— 4661 3133

LAY CARMELITES meet on 3rd Tuesday of each month at 10.00am.
Contact Maria 0427 644 108

Men Alive Group meets on Thursdays at 4.00pm-5.00pm. Contact: Paul
0412 115 618

Mother’s Prayers Groups meet on Thursdays at 9.30am after Mass in
the church Maria 0427 644 108

Parish ladies group meets on 1st Tuesday of each month at 9.30am.
New members are warmly invited to join this group. Contact Bernice
4661 1107

Sychar Rural Library Service is available during Morning Tea on
Sundays.




3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR C

First Reading Acts 5:27-32, 40-41
We are witnesses to the words, and
so is the Holy Spirit.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 29:2, 4-6, 11-13
Response: | will praise you, Lord, for
you have rescued me.

Second Reading Rev 5:11-14
The Lamb that was sacrificed is worthy
to be given power, wealth, glory, and
blessing.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Christ is risen, the Lord of all creation; he
has shown pity on all people.

Alleluia!

Gospel Jn 21:1-19
Jesus stepped forward, took the bread
and gave it to them, and did the same
with the fish.

Safeguarding,
Blue cards and police
checks

All volunteers (Ministry, Finance
Council, Parish Council, etc.) are
required to adhere to Safeguarding
policy, blue card and police checks.
Melissa will contact you if you are
required to submit a blue card.

oA MLy GROUPS

For anyone wishing to join a
family group - please see the
brochures at the back of the
ﬂ%hurch. Alternately, please pop
~into the office for further
.0 | information.
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— After 6pm Mass in Assisi Place
l] { Please bring along either something

MAY for dinner or a dessert to share

Tea and coffee provided

All are very welcome

Contact Justin & Marg Walsh for more details on 0411 092 841

PARENT
INFORMATION
NIGHT FOR
CONFIRMATION:
8™ MAY, 6PM
ASSUMPTION PLACE
ALL VOLUNTEERS

If you are involved in a ministry or
volunteer in any capacity in the
church, please collect a
volunteer form from the back of

the church or the office.
1015 §ww~owf/ 776/«»

St Mary's Parish Warwick Sacramental Program will ru
Confirmation - Term 2 for Year 4

First Communion - Term 3 for Year 4

These year levels are only when the sacraments are usually
celebrated but children of different ages can also join the
preparation. If you wish to enrol your child/children in the
2025 Sacramental Program please contact the Parish Office
warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au or collect a registration
form from the office.

ST MARY’S PARISH FUMPERS & FAZZ IN JULY 2025
We will again SHOWCASE our beautiful Church, our Jazz
Masses and our hospitality of Morning Teas during
Warwick’s J]). this year. The event runs from Thursday 17"
July until Sunday 27" July (11 full days.)

Please inform the Parish Office if you would like to be
involved. Our WONDERFUL past volunteers have done a
terrific job. Any NEW PARISHIONERS are most welcome to
join in as well.

THANK YOU and GOD BLESS.

Parish Dates

Baptism Preparation Volunteers
We are needing more volunteers for
Baptism Preparation. Volunteering

Confirmation

Friday 6th June consists of an information night once a

St Mary's Debutante Ball

Saturday 7th June at 7pm

month and setting up the church for the
baptisms the following month. If you are

Parish Centenary Celebrations

interested, please contact our Office:
15th March 2026

warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au g@

CHILD SAFE PARISH: Ours is a Child Safe Parish
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All children, young persons and vulnerable adults, visiting or resident, have a right to feel safe
and be safe. If you are concerned by any form of abuse that is immediate, you should call 000.
A significant risk or harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable ground,

should immediately be raised with our Parish Safeguarding Officers. Toni Cox 0419 613 278



