
Growing up in a Catholic family, I never really looked forward to Lent or Holy Week. They both put fun on pause. We
always abstained from meat during Lent, went to Mass more often, did the Stations of the Cross on Fridays—and Palm
Sunday marked the beginning of a week where I couldn’t play cricket. It felt like a forced separation from the love of my
life. Even my Hindu friends knew it was a serious week, so they left me alone. It felt like a gloomy month, not a holy week.
But Easter Sunday made all the sacrifices worth it. On Easter Saturday, Mum would cook beef, pork, chicken, and fish—as if
these poor creatures had missed us more than we missed them. They came out of the kitchen like animals from Noah’s
Ark, covered in spices. I never appreciated the smell of a good beef curry as much as I did on an Easter Saturday evening. 

After the 3 a.m. Easter service, we’d rush home to the kitchen. I’d strategically slow down behind Sony and Tony like Peter
who slowed down and let John go into the empty tomb first, hoping Mum would reward patience with the first serving. It
usually worked—until my sister decided to be patient like a cloistered nun, more disciplined than a future priest.
Everything resurrected on Easter Sunday—my abandoned cricket bat and ball, my Catholic non-veg palate, my dad’s rum
glass… and Jesus. Everything came back to life.

Now, in my early forties, I find myself enjoying Lent and Holy Week more than Christmas—not for the beef stew or any act
of abstinence, but for the sacred space it creates. A time to reflect on the salvific mystery: that God so loved me, He gave
everything for me in the sacrifice of Christ, so that I may have life—and life in abundance. Honestly, I still cannot fathom
how I am so deeply loved by God in Christ. What more do I need, when I know and experience this kind of love?
As a child, my humble parents and grandfather helped me internalize a truth I didn’t fully understand at the time: love
demands sacrifice, and sacrifice brings new life. I may not have liked it back then—but today, I see it as a foundational
principle of my life. I am loved, and behind that love, there is sacrifice. As a disciple of Christ, I try to do the same—rising
above feelings, standing in truth, choosing to be tender, vulnerable, and sacrificial, so that my life and the lives of those
around me may become richer.

If you visit the BBC’s website in search of a religious article, you’ll be lucky to find one. If you do, it’s likely hidden under the
‘Culture’ section. And even then, it might focus on how Muslims observe Ramadan in the UK or how Hindus bring colour to
the streets of London during Holi—but rarely anything about Lent, Holy Week, Easter, or Jesus. The cultural elite seem
intent on erasing every trace of Christianity. Meanwhile, I often hear non-practicing or not so regularly practising, busy
Catholics lament the loss of Christian traditions. But here’s the truth: the solution isn’t to complain—it’s to turn up. Go to
church. Practice the faith. Start doing Lent again. Teach kids about sacrifice through abstinence. Practice prayer. Be present
during Holy Week.

Rituals and traditions may not be sufficient proof of faith—but they are necessary acts of fidelity. They embody what we
believe. Future generations won’t inherit the Gospel through YouTube shorts or sentimental fridge magnets. They’ll learn it
by watching us fast with purpose, forgive when it’s hard, kneel when we’re tired, show up when no one else does. Faith
becomes contagious not through noise—but through fidelity. If we don’t show up, how will they know what matters? And
showing up matters, because regular worship and attending church roots us in discipline, meaning, structure and moral
clarity.  In a world that’s increasingly fragmented and distracted, showing up to church is a countercultural choice to
ground our lives in truth, beauty, and belonging.                                                                                                                  FrB
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To live the Gospel by celebrating together, sustaining a welcoming parish and 
 serving Jesus Christ through the joys and sorrows of our wider community.
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12th & 13th April 2025
Passion Sunday (Palm Sunday), Year CPassion Sunday (Palm Sunday), Year C
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MASS
ROSTERS

 THIS WEEKEND 
12th & 13th April

 NEXT WEEKEND 
19th & 20th April

Ministries Vigil 6pm 8:30am Vigil 6pm 8:30am 

Bell Ringers Chris Ryan Marty & Sue Harris Chris Ryan Marty & Sue Harris

Welcomers PPC Members Pat Sheil
Tim & Megan

Kajewski
PPC Members

Altar
Servers

Polly Young &
Charlotte Lawler

Felicity Madsen 
    Marnie Roche

Andrew Curoopen Emira Paleracio

Children’s
Liturgy

1st Reader Dianne Dawes John Telfer Mick Dwan Paul Coghlan

2nd Reader Nick Nolan Mary Goyne Bryan Slattery Michael Ryan

Prayers of
the Faithful

Margaret
Plummer

Marg Trahair Dianne Dawes Sally Hagley

Gifts Marie Stewart Paul Coghlan Mary Henningsen Pat Sheil

Communion
Ministers 

Marguerite
Walsh

Mary Bourke
Pauline Stewart

Marty Harris
Jonathan Cruda

Tom Lawton

Mary Bourke
Pauline Stewart

Brian Collins

Jill Hume
Tom Lawton
Paul Maher

Power Point Lachlan &
Patrick Kajewski

TBA Andrea Curoopen Gemma King

Musician Michael, Rey &
Val

Kathleen Cuskelly
Kathleen/ Fil-

Harmonix
Michael, Rey & Val

Money
Counters Group 1 - David Hynes Group 2 - Gerry Morrisey

OTHER
ROSTERS 

WEEK COMMENCING 
13th April

WEEK COMMENCING 
20th April

Akooramak Sue Harris David Moran + John Telfer

Home
Communion Fr Periya Len Doyle

Morning
Tea  Rita Seed & Maureen Henry NO MORNING TEA

We pray for those...
Recently Deceased: Neville Hodgson (Brisbane)

Anniversaries: Darrell Carey, Lil Nolan, Bill Noble, Nora Noble, Fr Kevin Noble, John Connolly, James Ryan, Patricia & Harold
Baguley, Maurice & Claire Leonard, Vince Dwan, Vince Roche, Barbara Henningson, Rita Gray, Graham Ryan, Richard Tartan,
Tom & Pearl Hemmings, Jack & Bridgie Ryan, Marge Kelly, Jack & Maisie McGee, Leo Barrett, Des Buchbach, and all relatives
and friends.  
   

SICK: Grahame Williams, Susie Stevens, Robert and Samira Cook, Cora Winter, Jessica Warren, Terry Parker, Paul Cuskelly,
Erin Kempton (Oakey), Elizabeth English (Toowoomba), Tom Tully & Margaret Tully, Tanya Ketelaus, Pat Donnelly, Bernard
Roche, Debbie Cleary, Owen Bonney, Michael Kavanagh, Paul Ryan (BNE), Rylan Lean, Kierstan Farrell, John & Lyndell
O’Mara, John McMahon, Maurice Ryan, Joanne Small, Tom Willett, Mary & Douglas Hough, Karen Hynes, Michael Bunch (Bne),
Jack & Marie Beard, Barry Donnelly, Angela Gannon, Anthony White and residents of Akooramak, The Oaks, Churches of Christ
and patients at the Warwick Hospital.                                                                                                                                                       

MASS TIMES  
THIS WEEKEND 
12th & 13th April 2025
St Mary’s
Saturday 6pm 
Sunday 8:30am

Inglewood Saturday 5:30pm

NEXT WEEKEND 
19th & 20th April 2025
St Mary’s
Saturday 6pm 
Sunday 8:30am

Yangan Saturday 6pm
Killarney Sunday 8am
Inglewood Sunday 9am
Gladfield Sunday 10am
Greymare Sunday 10am

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Mon and Tue - 9am
Wed 7am 
Thu 6pm
Fri 3pm
Sat No Morning Mass

Regular Mass Times could
change if there are any special
celebrations for the week, please
see inside the Bulletin for any
updates. 

Oakes: 1st Thursday 10.30am
Akooramak: 2nd Thursday
10.45am
 

St Mary’s Sunday 8:30am
Masses are live-streamed from St
Mary’s on YouTube or the
website.
 

Reconciliation
Saturday Mornings 9:30am after
Mass

Stations of the Cross
Fridays during Lent 5.30pm
 
 Cuppa and Bikkies after
8.30 Sunday mass at
Assisi place If unable to perform your roster duty please arrange to swap with another

person on the roster. The office does not need to be informed of the swap.



The Parish Rosary is
said each day a half hour
prior to Mass. Except the
1st Saturday of the
month when it starts at
7.45am. Anyone who has
intentions or wish to join
us are most welcome.

FIL-HAROMIX
Choir practice
1st Sunday &
2nd Saturday
of each month.

PARISH
PASTORAL

COUNCIL meets
on the 1st

Tuesday of the
month.

 
PARISH FINANCE
COUNCIL meets

on the 4th
Wednesday of the

month

Parish Groups Meeting AT ASSUMPTION PLACE 

Meditation Group meets on Fridays at 9am. Contact Mary 4661 9907
 
Father’s Prayer Group meets on Tuesdays from 4.00pm-5.0pm.
Contact Kev Seaby— 4661 3133
 
LAY CARMELITES meet on 3rd Tuesday of each month at 10.00am.
Contact Maria 0427 644 108
 
Men Alive Group meets on Thursdays at 4.00pm-5.00pm. Contact: Paul
0412 115 618

Mother’s Prayers Groups meet on Thursdays at 9.30am after Mass in
the church Maria 0427 644 108 

Parish ladies group meets on 1st Tuesday of each month at 9.30am.
New members are warmly invited to join this group. Contact Bernice
4661 1107

Sychar Rural Library Service is available during Morning Tea on
Sundays.

Passionist Family
Groups 

If you are interested
in joining our groups

please contact
Marguerite 0411 092

841

CHURCH
CHOIR

Choir practice
4th Saturday of
each month at
9.45am in the

Church.

Church Opening
Times for Private
Prayer Tuesday

and Thursday
3.45pm - 4.45pm

Palm Sunday Vigil 12th April 
Inglewood 5.30pm
Warwick 6pm 

Palm Sunday 13th April 8.30am

Holy Thursday 17th April 6pm +
the Procession and Adoration on the side
altar until 10pm

Good Friday 18th April

Stations of the Cross 10am

Private Reconciliation after the
Stations of the Cross on Good Friday

Pasion of the Lord 3pm

Easter Saturday Vigil 19th April 
Yangan 6pm
Warwick 6pm 

Easter Sunday 20th April
Killarney 8am
Warwick 8.30am
Inglewood 9am
Gladfield 10am
Greymare 10am

There will be no morning
tea on Easter Sunday.

Bulletin Submissions Deadlines:
Please note the deadline for any
submissions to our weekly parish
bulletin is 12.00 pm Thursday  of
each week. 

PLANNED GIVING
In June new plan giving envelopes will be distributed. As we
need to order envelopes in a run, new numbers will be
allocated to all envelope plan giving. Please contact the
office if you would prefer to set up a direct payment via Fat
Zebra. This new application is managed in our office to take
your plan giving direct from your account or credit card.
Alternately, you can set it up by scanning the QR Code.
 WEBSITE
Go to the Website, https://www.catholicparish.app/donate?
id=001Ol0000034HjiIAE
click the Donate page, then select Click here to donate box. Thank you for the
continued financial support of our parish through your giving.

ST. MARY’S PARISH WARWICK. 
CENETENARY CELEBRATIONS 15TH MARCH 2026

YOUTH LENTEN GROUP is on Wednesdays at
7pm at Assumption place. All young adults are

welcome. 

Fr Franco may be contacted by text
message only on his mobile while he
is overseas: +61413591843 
 

DATE CLAIMER: Debutante Ball 
Saturday 7th June 2025

MORNING TEA CHANGE

Thank you for your giving during lent. Please remember to bring
back your envelopes and donation boxes to Mass or the parish
office within the coming weeks as this appeal is ending soon.

ANZAC DAY MASS
9am Friday 25  Aprilth

Medals to be worn by those who
served; as well as by descendants

of deceased service personnel. 

HOLY WEEK INFORMATION
Special collection on Holy Thursday, Easter Vigil and Easter
Sunday for the Queensland flood victims
Special collection on Good Friday at the Stations of the Cross
and at the Passion of the Lord celebration for the Holy Land
At the Easter Vigil, please gather in front of Assumption Place
for a brief service of light at around 5:55pm on Saturday
There will be small candles available for use at Mass at the
Easter Saturday Vigil but please bring along a family candle if
you would like to have it blessed



Parish Dates 

St Mary’s
Debutante Ball

7th June
Saturday 7pm 

Parish Centenary
Celebrations 

15th March
2026

Giving Envelopes
New Plan Giving envelopes will be ordered next week. Please

advise us if you would like to switch to Fat Zebra. We can help you

set it up in the office. This will prevent us from ordering

envelopes unnecessarily.

First Reading Is 50:4-7
I did not cover my face against insult and

I know I will not be ashamed.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 21:8-9, 17-20, 23-
24

Response: My God, my God, why have
you abandoned me?

Second Reading Phil 2:6-11
He humbled himself to become like us

and God raised him on high.

Gospel Acclamation Phil 2:8-9  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of
endless glory! Christ became obedient

for us even to death, dying on the cross.
Therefor God raised him on high and gave

him a name above all other names.

Gospel Lk 22:14 - 23:56
The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to Luke.
 

All volunteers (ministry, Finance
council, parish council, etc.) are

required to adhere to
Safeguarding policy, mandatory

blue cards and police checks.
Melissa will be working through

the groups to update these
details before Fr Franco returns.

PALM SUNDAY, YEAR C Baptism Preparation Volunteers 
We are needing more volunteers for
Baptism Preparation. Volunteering consists
of an information night once a month and
setting up the church for the baptisms the
following month. If you are interested,
please contact the Parish Office
warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au

 

CHILD SAFE PARISH: Ours is a Child Safe Parish
 All children, young persons and vulnerable adults, visiting or resident, have a right to feel safe
and be safe. If you are concerned by any form of abuse that is immediate, you should call 000.
A significant risk or harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable ground,
should immediately be raised with our Parish Safeguarding Officers. Toni Cox 0419 613 278 

 

2025 Sacramental Program 
St Mary's Parish Warwick Sacramental Program will run:
Confirmation - Term 2 for Year 4
First Communion - Term 3 for Year 4
These year levels are only when the sacraments are usually
celebrated but children of different ages can also join the
preparation. If you wish to enrol your child/children in the 2025
Sacramental Program please contact the Parish Office
warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au or collect a registration form
from the office.
 

FAMILY GROUPS
For anyone wishing to join a family group -
please see the brochures at the back of the

Church. Alternately, please pop into the office
for further information.

The Parent Information Night for
Confirmation is on Thursday 8th
May at 6pm. To register, please

contact the office for a form.

CONFIRMATION REMINDER

PARISHIONERS OF THE TOOWOOMBA
DIOCESE ARE WARMLY WELCOME TO THE

CHRISM MASS ON 14/4/25 AT 5:30PM, ST
PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL TOOWOOMBA. THE

CHRISM MASS IS A WONDERFUL
OPPORTUNITY TO GATHER AS A DIOCESE.
DURING THE MASS, BISHOP KEN HOWELL,
JOINED BY THE CLERGY OF THE DIOCESE,
BLESSES THE OILS THAT WILL BE USED IN

THE SACRAMENTS IN THE YEAR AHEAD.

CHRISM MASS
ALL VOLUNTEERS

If you are involved in a ministry/ a
volunteer of any capacity in the

church, please collect a volunteer
form from the back of the church or

the office.


