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Happy Easter - We belong eternally

The most difficult conversation I've had in my life was telling my dad that the cancer was terminal, and he was going to pass
away. | remember a painful, emotionally fraught argument with my brother—tinged with love, fear, and disagreement—about
whether we should tell Dad the truth: that he had cancer, that it was terminal, and that he would soon die. Against my brother’s
will, | decided to break the news to Dad. | remember it clearly—just three or four days before his death, after the daily
Eucharistic celebration at his bedside. When the rest of the family had left the room, | quietly closed the door, still dressed in the
chasuble from Mass, and knelt beside his bed.

| took his hands in mine, leaned in so that our eyes were almost touching, and told him—my heart breaking—that he was going
to die. | said it all in one breath, then placed a crucifix in his hands and whispered that Jesus had done it before, and now he
could hold on to Him. | told Dad not to be afraid, that we were all there with him—but more than that, he was going to be with
the Lord forever. On the 13th of March 2019, just two minutes after the Eucharistic celebration at his bedside, Dad was born into
eternal life—to be with the Lord he loved, and by whom he was unconditionally loved. And in that moment—kneeling beside
him, whispering resurrection into his fading breath—I understood something of what it means to belong, not just to a family, but
to eternity. One of the silent struggles during those days of palliative care was the thought of Dad’s isolation—the loneliness he
must have felt, lying there between time and eternity. | hoped to enter into that space with him, to feel what he was feeling, so
that he wouldn’t be alone. But the Spirit gently led me to a deeper truth: that even there, he was not alone. He belonged to
Christ in his suffering. He belonged to Christ in his dying. And he belongs to Christ forever. While my brother didn’t want to break
his own heart by telling Dad, afraid it might push him into despair, | wanted to be at peace by telling Dad the truth—that he
doesn’t belong to mere death, but belongs to Christ, who has already conquered it. It wasn’t denial; it was defiance rooted in
hope.

It is the resurrection that is the cornerstone of Christianity. To put it bluntly, if Jesus was not raised from the dead, then
Christianity is a joke and a fraud. But if he did rise from the dead, then he is the fullness of revelation and the complete
manifestation of God—and Christ must be the centre of life. Yes, indeed Christ has risen from the dead, making everyone who
follows him as the disciple a pilgrim of hope, not a pilgrim journeying through ageing to death but a pilgrim journeying to
eternity through every human experience out there including death. Therefore, as Thomas Merton says, Christians are those who
stand on the edge of time with the courage of those who know they belong to eternity.

Eternity is not something that we experience only after death, but it is a deep conviction, experience and belongingness that we
live out even now through our faith in Christ. Who is more adventurous, courageous, joyful, vulnerable, service-oriented, non-
egoistical and exciting than someone who is not afraid of death? Indeed, that was the distinctive characteristic of early
Christians. They walked joyfully singing psalms into their torture and death. After all, they thought death was a privilege because
then they could be with the Lord forever. St. Paul echoes this sentiment, “For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. | am hard-
pressed between the two: | desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.” (Philippians 1: 21-23)

We are an Easter people and our trademark is the joy that comes through the holy spirit. O death, where is your victory? O death
where is your sting? (1 Corinthians 15: 55). Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8: 35, 38-39). Easter means eternal belonging. Fr. B
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MASS TIMES

THIS WEEKEND MASS THIS WEEKEND NEXT WEEKEND
19th & 20th April 2025 ROSTERS 19th & 20th April 26th & 27th April
St Mary’s
Saturday 6pm Ministries Vigil 6pm 8:30am Vigil 6pm 8:30am
Sunday 8:30am
VTR Ser el B Bell Ringers Chris Ryan Marty & Sue Harris Chris Ryan Marty & Sue Harris
Killarney Sunday 8am
Inglewood Sunday 9am Tim & Megan Justin & Marguerite
Gladfield Sunday 10am Welcomers Kajewski PPC Members Walsh Barry Scanlan
Greymare Sunday 10am
Altar Andrew . . Rose Walsh & Zuriel Thomas Madsen
Emira Paleracio . .
NEXT WEEKEND Servers Curoopen Obi Erin Roche
26th & 27th April 2025
St Mary’s Children’s Megan Kajewski
Saturday 6pm Liturgy Mary-Jane Cook
Sunday 8:30am
1st Reader Mick Dwan Paul Coghlan Bernice Furness Marg Trahair
WEEKDAY MASSES
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, Sat - 9am 2nd Reader | Bryan Slattery Michael Ryan Justin Walsh John Telfer
Wed 7am p .
rayers o . .
. Dianne Dawes Sally Hagle Mick Dwan Mary-Jane Cook
Regular Mass Times could the Faithful y nagiey y
change if there are any special ;
. Gifts Mfary Pat Sheil Mary & Lyn Noble Jonathan & Glendie
celebrations for the week, please Henningsen Cruda
see inside the Bulletin for any Jill H Mornica Mah
. Mary Bourke iHume Brian Collins onica Manher
updates. Communion| oo ine Stewart|  Tom Lawton Cheryl Collins Barry Scanlan
Ministers Brian Collins Paul Maher Bernice Furness Pat Sheil
Oakes: 1st Thursday 10.30am
Akooramak: 2nd Thursday p Point Andrea G Ki Alby Y Liisa H q
10.45am ower Poin Curoopen emma King y Young iisa Hammon
St Mary’s Sunday 8:30am Kathleen/ il
Masses are live-streamed from St Musician athieen Fil- Michael, Rey & Val | Michael, Rey & Val Tom Hodgson
Mary’s on YouTube or the Harmonix
website.
Money .
e I et e Counters Group 2 - Gerry Morrisey Group 3 - Paul Maher
Saturday Mornings 9:30am after
Mass OTHER WEEK COMMENCING WEEK COMMENCING
ROSTERS 20th April 27th April
Akooramak David Moran + John Telfer Maree Ryan + Pat Sheil
Home . Len Doyle Sue Harris
Communion
g’gn'"g NO MORNING TEA Brian + Mary Bourke

If unable to perform your roster duty please arrange to swap with another

W 3 person on the roster. The office does not need to be informed of the swap.

Recently Deceased: Grahame Williams (Toowoomba), Neville Hodgkinson (Brisbane)

Anniversaries: Elizabeth Ipil, John Forkan, Darrell Carey, Lil Nolan, Bill Noble, Nora Noble, Fr Kevin Noble, John Connolly,
James Ryan, Patricia & Harold Baguley, Maurice & Claire Leonard, Vince Dwan, Vince Roche, Barbara Henningson, Rita Gray,
Graham Ryan, Richard Tartan, Tom & Pearl Hemmings, Jack & Bridgie Ryan, Marge Kelly, Jack & Maisie McGee, Leo Barrett,
Des Buchbach, and all relatives and friends.

SICK: Susie Stevens, Robert and Samira Cook, Cora Winter, Jessica Warren, Terry Parker, Paul Cuskelly, Erin Kempton
(Oakey), Elizabeth English (Toowoomba), Tom Tully & Margaret Tully, Tanya Ketelaus, Pat Donnelly, Bernard Roche, Debbie
Cleary, Owen Bonney, Michael Kavanagh, Paul Ryan (BNE), Rylan Lean, Kierstan Farrell, John & Lyndell O’'Mara, John
McMahon, Maurice Ryan, Joanne Small, Tom Willett, Mary & Douglas Hough, Karen Hynes, Michael Bunch (Bne), Jack & Marie
Beard, Barry Donnelly, Angela Gannon, Anthony White and residents of Akooramak, The Oaks, Churches of Christ and patients
at the Warwick Hospital.




ANZAC DAY MASS

MORNING TEA CHANGE 9am Friday 25% April
There will be no morning Medals to be worn by those who

tea this Sunday. served; as well as by descendants
Easter Saturday Vigil 19th April ) .

> of deceased service personnel.

Yangan 6pm 2
Warwick 6pm
Easter Sunday 20th April (. ALL VOLUNTEERS

Killarney 8am

Warwick 8.30am
Inglewood 9am
Gladfield 10am

If you are involved in a ministry or volunteer in any capacity in the
church, please collect a volunteer form from the back of the church or
the office.

Greymare 10am e o Cf 3 Caritas PROJECT
= S N ™ AUSTRALIA COMPASSION Please drop your donation box or
- - Thank you for your giving during lent. Please remember envelope to the office between Tuesday
On Tuesday 29th April, the Cross on to bring back your envelopes and donation boxes to and Friday. Thank you.
the northern side of the Church will Mass or the parish office within the coming weeks as M

this appeal is ending soon.
be removed to be replaced by a new

Cross. Jesus will also be removed,
repaired, sand blasted and hot

dipped. The project is being
managed by a local builder. allocated to all envelope plan giving. Please contact the

Completion date is uncertain, office if you would prefer to set up a direct payment via Fat
however, it is hoped by the end of Zebra. This new application is managed in our office to take
June. Should you have any queries your plan giving direct from your account or credit card.

PLANNED GIVING
In June new plan giving envelopes will be distributed. As we
need to order envelopes in a run, new numbers will be

please refer them to the Parish Alternately, you can set it up by scanning the QR Code.
office. WEBSITE @
Go to the Website, https://www.catholicparish.app/donate? J
DEAR FRIENDS id=001010000034HjilAE W

The course in Wicklow is going well click the Donate page, then select Click here to donate box. Thank you for the

. continued financial support of our parish through your giving.
We are enjoying some reasonable PP P gh your giving

weather. @& DATE CLAIMER: Debutante Ball
. . \)

It has also been an enjoyable stay in SN—(_\\\@“ Saturday 7th June 2025

Wicklow.

. . LITAN
This Easter we especially pray for ST. MARY’S PARISH WARWICK. 100
peace. A happy and a blessed Easter CENETENARY CELEBRATIONS 15TH MARCH 2026 I
to all. Fr. Franco " o . \

Bulletin Submission Deadlines: S
Fr Franco may be c.ontact.ed o Fext Please note that submissions must be submitted prior to
message only on his mobile while he . .
is overseas: +61413591843 midday Thursday of each week to make the weekend Bulletin
The Parish Rosary is PARISH Parish Groups Meeting AT ASSUMPTION PLACE
Sl COTJI.I\\ISJI?.Rrr?:etS Meditation Group meets on Fridays at 9am. Contact Mary 4661 9907
hour prior to Mass.  [FIL-HAROMIX e : i : i
Except the 1st Choir practice | Tuesday of the |Father's Prayer Group meets on Tuesdays from 4.00pm-5.0pm.
Saturday of the month [1st Sunday & month. Contact Kev Seaby— 4661 3133
when it starts at 2nd Saturday
7.45am. Anyone who |of each month. | PARISH FINANCE |LAY CARMELITES meet on 3rd Tuesday of each month at 10.00am.
has intentions or wish COUNCIL meets |Contact Maria 0427 644 108
to join us are most el WG
JI Wednesday of the |Men Alive Group meets on Thursdays at 4.00pm-5.00pm. Contact: Paul
Wwelcome. month 0412115618
L. 5 CHURCH Mother’s Prayers Groups meet on Thursdays at 9.30am after Mass in
Passionist Family CHOIR the church Maria 0427 644 108

Groups
If you are interested
in joining our
groups please
contact Marguerite
0411 092 841

Church Opening

Times for Private |Parish ladies group meets on 1st Tuesday of each month at 9.30am.
Prayer Tuesday |New members are warmly invited to join this group. Contact Bernice

and Thursday 46611107
3.45pm - 4.45pm

Choir practice
4th Saturday of
each month at
9.45am in the

Church. Sychar Rural Library Service is available during Morning Tea on
Sundays.




EASTER SUNDAY, YEAR C

First Reading Acts 10:34, 37-43
We have eaten and drunk with him
after his resurrection from the dead.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 117:1-2, 16-17, 22-23

Response: This is the day the Lord warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au

has made; let us rejoice and be glad.

Second Reading Col 3:1-4
Look for the things that are in heaven,
where Christ is.

Gospel Acclamation 1 Cor 5:7-8
Alleluia, alleluia!

Christ has become our paschal
sacrifice;

let us feast with joy in the Lord.
Alleluia!

Gospel Jn 20:1-9
The teaching of scripture is that he
must rise from the dead.

Safeguarding,
Blue cards and
police checks

All volunteers (ministry, Finance
Council, Parish Council, etc.) are
required to adhere to
Safeguarding policy, blue card and
police checks. Melissa will contact
you if you are required to submit
a blue card. She will be working
through the groups to update
these details before Fr Franco
returns.

FHWIIEY @508

For anyone wishing to join a family group
- please see the brochures at the back of
- the Church. Alternately, please pop into

ﬂthe office for further information.

T

Baptism Preparation Volunteers .
We are needing more volunteers for Baptism Parish Dates
.Preparatfon. 'Volunteermg consists o'f an 7th June
information night once a month and setting up St Mary's Saturday
the church for the baptisms the following Debutante Ball
month. If you are interested, please contact 7pm
our Office:
. Parish Centenary | 15th March
ﬂ’» Celebrations 2026

- w/ Altar from Assisi
?ow ore wv/:{ Zo-‘
\\Q Dmner /b This week the
AN original Alter in
(_/Q ﬂ , (,// Assisi travelled to
% &
‘\ l /J\ 2 [ it’s new home at
s
__Ae ya Chinchilla Aged
-—Ee- w Care. Bishop Ken
blessed the Alter
After 6pm Mass in Assisi Place before it’s
Please bring along either something depal’tu re.
MAY for dinner or a dessert to share.
Tea and coffee provided.
All are very welcome

Contact Justin & Marg Walsh for more details on 0411 092 841
St Mary's Parish Jumpers & Jagg in July 2025
We will again SHOWCASE our beautiful
Church, our Jazz Masses and our
hospitality of Morning Teas during
Warwick's JJJ. this year. The event runs
from Thursday 17" July until Sunday
27™ July (11 full days.)

Please inform the Parish Office if you
would like to be involved. Our
WONDERFUL past volunteers have
done a terrific job. Any NEW
PARISHIONERS are most welcome to
joinin as well.

THANK YOU and GOD BLESS.
2025 Sacramental Program

St Mary's Parish Warwick Sacramental Program will run:
Confirmation - Term 2 for Year 4

CONFIRMATION REMINDE
The Parent Information Night

for Confirmation is on Thursday
8th May at 6pm. To register,
please contact the office for a
form.

First Communion - Term 3 for Year 4

These year levels are only when the sacraments are usually
celebrated but children of different ages can also join the
preparation. If you wish to enrol your child/children in the 2025
Sacramental Program please contact the Parish Office
warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au or collect a registration form
from the office.

CHILD SAFE PARISH: Ours is a Child Safe Parish
All children, young persons and vulnerable adults, visiting or resident, have a right to feel safe
and be safe. If you are concerned by any form of abuse that is immediate, you should call 000.
A significant risk or harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable ground,
should immediately be raised with our Parish Safeguarding Officers. Toni Cox 0419 613 278
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