
We all know a “good one.” Especially in farm families here in Warwick there’s often the responsible child who stayed, who
never strayed, who did what was expected. When other children left the farm went off to party life in the city as young men,
the ‘good one” stayed with mum and dad. Remained very loyal to the farm. He worked hard, even against the advice of his
wife, he never took a wage but only his expenses. The “good son.” 

In this Sunday’s Gospel reading (Luke 15: 11-35), we see a “good son”. In Jesus’ parable of the Prodigal Son, the elder
brother is this “good one.” He never left the father’s house. In fact, when the story climaxes, the elder son is out in the
fields, working hard — just like every other day. But then, something cracks.

The younger brother comes home. The one who ran off to gold coast, found his spirited girlfriend in Bellingen, who
squandered everything. He never wanted anything to do with family or farm.  And at his return, instead of shame and
scolding, there’s music and dancing. A feast. A fattened calf. And suddenly, all the “goodness” of the elder son starts to
curdle into resentment. His quiet obedience explodes in bitterness. The mask of the “good one” slips.
What’s going on in the heart of this elder brother?

He sees life — and even love — as a transaction. “I obey; therefore, I deserve.” His goodness is not rooted in love but in
rules. His identity is built on performance, not relationship. He has a scarcity mindset — he believes love is limited, that
someone else’s joy is a threat to his. So, when his brother is welcomed with open arms, he doesn’t feel secure — he feels
cheated. He’s moral, but not merciful. Dutiful, but not delighted. Near the father’s house, but far from the father’s heart.

The experience of the loyal elder son echoes our human experience too. 
“I have slaved for you…” — How many of us have felt this in our bones? “I’ve done everything right. Why am I still tired? Why
am I still empty?” “You never gave me a goat…” — “I never get appreciated. No one sees what I do.” “This son of yours…” —
I’m not like them. They don’t deserve what I do.” “He wasted your property…” — “I’ve been good. They’ve been reckless. Why
should they get off so easy?”

The elder son’s cry is not just his own — it echoes in every heart that’s tried to earn love, only to find it’s always been a gift.
The parable reminds us that sometimes, the hardest heart to convert is not the rebel, but the rule-follower. The one who
stayed home. The one who “never left,” but is still far from the father.

But the Father’s response is full of tenderness: “My son, you are always with me, and all I have is yours.” This is more than
comfort — it’s an identity correction. You are not a slave. You are a son. You belong. You are already home. The Father
invites the elder son — and us — into a new vision: Not competition, but communion. Not earning but belonging. Not
bitterness, but blessing.

The younger son is back because of hunger and now Father has an enemy in older son. Jesus shows a God who goes to any
extent to restore us back to him. God empties fully so that we are fully taken into his love. May God’s unconditional love fills
our heart with hope.  Jesus said, “and this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given
me” (john 6:39). As I am praying with this word of God, I am overjoyed, consoled and hope increased. What a God we
celebrate!                                                                                                                                                                                        Fr B
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MASS
ROSTERS

THIS WEEKEND 
 29th & 30th March 

 NEXT WEEKEND 
5th & 6th April

Ministries Vigil 6pm  8:30am Vigil 6pm 8:30am 

Bell Ringers Brian Collins Barry Scanlan Chris Ryan Marty & Sue Harris

Welcomers TBA Val Gray 
Damien & Sharon

Young
PPC Members

Altar
Servers

Josh Malone &
Tom Carey

Thomas Madsen
Erin Roche

Lachlan & Patrick
Kajewski

Victoria McHardy

Children’s
Liturgy    

  

1st Reader Michael Sullivan Margaret Lawton Margaret Plummer Liisa Hammond

2nd Reader Bernice Furness Mary Goyne Tim Kajewski Sue Harris

Prayers of
the Faithful Sharon Young Paul McHardy Pauline Stewart Paul Coghlan

Gifts Pauline Stewart Pat Sheil Brian & Mary Bourke McHardy Family

Communion
Ministers 

Mary Noble
Lyn Noble
Marguerite

Walsh 

Mary Ruge
Michael Gaffney

Marty Harris 

Lyn Noble
Marguerite Walsh

Mary Bourke

Mary Ruge
Marty Harris

Barry Scanlan

Power Point Rose Walsh Liisa Hammond Polly Young Gemma King

Musician Kathleen
Cuskelly 

Michael, Rey & Val 
Kathleen/ 

Men's Choir
Michael, Rey & Val 

Money
Counters Group 4 — Chris O’Brien Group 5 -  Vince Hemmings

OTHER
ROSTERS 

WEEK COMMENCING
29th March  

WEEK COMMENCING 
5th April

Akooramak Mick Gaffney / Carolyn Abood Bernice Furness / Michael Dwan

Home
Communion Len Doyle Maree Ryan

Morning
Tea  Margaret Waltisbuhl/ Val Murphy Des & Cheryl Cantwell

We pray for those...
Recently Deceased: 

Anniversaries: Graham Ryan, Richard Tartan, Tom & Pearl Hemmings, Jack & Bridgie Ryan, Marge Kelly, Jack & Maisie
McGee, Concetto Lo Giudice, Chic Roche, Leo Barrett, Clare Watts, Des Buchbach, Joe + Mary Ryan, Gerard + Frank Kelly,
Roy Smith, Thomas McVeigh, Ronald Hope, Thelma Marshall, and all relatives and friends.  
   

SICK: Robert and Samira Cook, Cora Winter, Jessica Warren, Cecily Thomas, Terry Parker, Paul Cuskelly, Erin Kempton
(Oakey), Elizabeth English (Toowoomba), Tom Tully & Margaret Tully, Tanya Ketelaus, Pat Donnelly, Bernard Roche, Debbie
Cleary, Owen Bonney, Michael Kavanagh, Paul Ryan (BNE), Rylan Lean, Kierstan Farrell, John & Lyndell O’Mara, John
McMahon, Maurice Ryan, Joanne Small, Tom Willett, Mary & Douglas Hough, Karen Hynes, Michael Bunch (Bne), Jack & Marie
Beard, Barry Donnelly, Angela Gannon, Anthony White and residents of Akooramak, The Oaks, Churches of Christ and patients
at the Warwick Hospital.                                                                                                                                                                         

MASS TIMES  
THIS WEEKEND 
29th & 30th March 2025
St Mary’s
Saturday 6pm 
Sunday 8:30am

Karara
Sunday 11:00am

NEXT WEEKEND 
5th & 6th April 2025
St Mary’s
Saturday 6pm 
Sunday 8:30am

Greymare
Sunday 10am
 
WEEKDAY MASSES 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri, Sat - 9am
Wed 7am 

Regular Mass Times could
change if there are any
special celebrations for the
week, please see inside the
Bulletin for any updates. 

Oakes: 1st Thursday 10.30am
Akooramak: 2nd Thursday
10.45am
 
St Mary’s Sunday 8:30am
Masses are live-streamed
from St Mary’s on YouTube or
the website.
 

Reconciliation
Saturday Mornings 9:30am
after Mass
 

Stations of the Cross
Fridays during Lent  5.30pm
 
 Cuppa and Bikkies  after
8.30 mass at Assisi place 

If unable to perform your roster duty please arrange to swap with another
person on the roster. The office does not need to be informed of the swap.



The Parish Rosary is
said each day a half hour
prior to Mass. Except the
1st Saturday of the
month when it starts at
7.45am. Anyone who has
intentions or wish to join
us are most welcome.

FIL-HAROMIX
Choir practice
1st Sunday &
2nd Saturday
of each month.

PARISH
PASTORAL

COUNCIL meets
on the 1st

Tuesday of the
month.

 
PARISH FINANCE
COUNCIL meets

on the 4th
Wednesday of the

month

Parish Groups Meeting AT ASSUMPTION PLACE 

Meditation Group meets on Fridays at 9am. Contact Mary 4661 9907
 
Father’s Prayer Group meets on Tuesdays from 4.00pm-5.0pm.
Contact Kev Seaby— 4661 3133
 
LAY CARMELITES meet on 3rd Tuesday of each month at 10.00am.
Contact Maria 0427 644 108
 
Men Alive Group meets on Thursdays at 4.00pm-5.00pm. Contact: Paul
0412 115 618

Mother’s Prayers Groups meet on Thursdays at 9.30am after Mass in
the church Maria 0427 644 108 

Parish ladies group meets on 1st Tuesday of each month at 9.30am.
New members are warmly invited to join this group. Contact Bernice
4661 1107

Sychar Rural Library Service is available during Morning Tea on
Sundays.

Passionist Family
Groups 

If you are interested
in joining our groups

please contact
Marguerite 0411 092

841

CHURCH
CHOIR

Choir practice
4th Saturday of
each month at
9.45am in the

Church.

Church Opening
Times for Private
Prayer Tuesday

and Thursday
3.45pm - 4.45pm

Bulletin Submissions Deadlines:
Please note the deadline for any
submissions to our weekly paish
bulletin is 12.00 pm thursday  of
each weeek. 

Mass of Anointing 5th April 9am
Reconciliation 8th April 10am & 7pm
Palm Sunday Vigil 12th April 
Warwick 6pm 
Inglewood 5.30pm
Palm Sunday 13th April 8.30am
Holy Thursday 17th April 6pm
Good Friday 18th April
Stations of the Cross 10am
Pasion of the Lord 3pm
Easter Saturday Vigil 19th April 
Yangan 6pm
Warwick 6pm 
Easter Sunday 20th April
Killarney 8am
Warwick 8.30am
Inglewood 9am
Gladfield 10am
Greymare 10am

PLANNED GIVING
In June new plan giving envelopes will be distributed.
As we need to order envelopes in a run, new numbers
will be allocated to all envelope plan giving. Please
contact the office if you would prefer to set up a direct
payment via Fat Zebra. This new application is
managed in our office to take your plan giving direct
from your account or credit card. Alternately, you can
set it up by scanning the QR Code.
 WEBSITE
Go to the Website, https://www.catholicparish.app/donate?
id=001Ol0000034HjiIAE
click the Donate page, then select Click here to donate box. Thank you
for the continued financial support of our parish through your giving

ST. MARY’S PARISH WARWICK. 
CENETENARY CELEBRATIONS 15TH MARCH 2026

ROSTERS AND
MINISTRIES

Thank you to those in our
parish who share their
gifts in the 
Parish ministries. New
rosters will be coming out
in next week. 

ROSTER CHANGES
If you cannot perform your ministry on a certain weekend, and need to
arrange a swap, you are not required to advise the office. To find
volunteer contacts, please look at the contact form provided with
rosters. As of April, the roster in the bulletin will remain the same
regardless of the swaps individuals make week-to-week.

YOUTH LENTEN GROUP is on wedenesdays at
7pm at Assumption place. All young adults are

welcome. 

FR. PERIYA: If you wish to contact Fr
Periya please email-
PSavarimuthu@twb.catholic.org.au

Fr Franco may be contacted by text
message only on his mobile while he
is overseas: +61413591843 
 

 No library this weekend, as Pat our
Librarian will be filling in on Ministries

at Akooramak.

Giving Envelopes
New Plan Giving envelopes will be ordered

next week. Please advise us if you would like

to switch to Fat Zebra. We can help you set it

up in the office. This will prevent us from

ordering envelopes unnecessarily.

DATE CLAIMER: Debutante Ball 
Saturday 7th June 2025



71 Years of Karara Church

This Sunday at 11am a Special Mass will be held at
Karara to celebrate this special milestone. All

welcome.

Parish Dates 

Mass of Annointing 5th April 9am

Reconciliation 8th April 10am & 7pm

St. Mary’s Debutant Ball 7th June Saturday 7pm 

Parish Centenary Celebrations 15th March 2026

LENTEN GROUPS
10am Thursday group in Assumption place with Maria
1.30pm Thursday group with Bernice
Thursday evening group in the home of Justin & Marg:
0411092841 for further information.

4TH SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR C

First Reading
Joshua 5: 9-12

The people of God went to the promised
land and there kept the passover. 

Responsorial Psalm :   
Ps 33: 2-7. R. v. 9

Response: Taste and see the goodness
of the Lord.

Second Reading 
2 Cor 5: 17-21 

God reconciled us to himself through Christ.

Gospel Acclamation  
Luke 15: 18

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
I will rise and go farther and tell him:
Farther, I have sinned against heaven an
against you.
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel Lk 15: 1-3, 11-32
Your brother here was dead and has come to

life.
 

Baptism Preparation Volunteers 
We are needing more volunteers for Baptism Preparation.
Volunteering consists of an information night once a month
and setting up the church for the baptisms the following
month. If you are interested, please contact the Parish Office
warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au
 

CHILD SAFE PARISH: Ours is a Child Safe Parish
 All children, young persons and vulnerable adults, visiting or resident, have a right to feel safe
and be safe. If you are concerned by any form of abuse that is immediate, you should call 000.
A significant risk or harm, whether or not you have formed this belief on reasonable ground,
should immediately be raised with our Parish Safeguarding Officers. Toni Cox 0419 613 278 

 

First Reconciliation
Congratulations to the children who
completed their First Reconciliation on
Thursday 27th March.

2025 Sacramental Program 
St Mary's Parish Warwick Sacramental Program will run:
Confirmation - Term 2 for Year 4
First Communion - Term 3 for Year 4
These year levels are only when the sacraments are usually
celebrated but children of different ages can also join the
preparation. If you wish to enrol your child/children in the 2025
Sacramental Program please contact the Parish Office
warwickparish@twb.catholic.org.au or collect a registration form from
the office.
 

FAMILY GROUPS
For anyone wishing to join a family group - please

see the brochures at the back of the Church.
Alternately, please pop into the office for further

information.


